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This invention relates to improvements in re-
frigerated dispensing cabinets wherein ice-cream
tubs are placed and from which ice cream is with-
drawn by the use of a sccop or the like.

Ordinarily these ice-cream tubs are placed one
upon the other and progressively used from the
top to the bottom. One difficulty with such an
arrangement has been that the top tub from
which ice cream is being scooped will rotate with
respect to the supporting tub beneath it and
therefore requires the use of both hands of the
operator, one to hold the tub to resist rotation
while the other hand is scooping the ice cream.

Accordingly, it is one of the prinecipal objects
of my invention to provide means in the form
of a supporting base adapted to be placed upon
the top of a lower tub or any other support with-
in the cabinet and to provide means in the base
for automatically gripping the tub supported by
the base and to prevent rotation of the tub with
respect to the base and the support.

Another object is the provision of a device of
this character which is of lichtweight, durable
and inexpensive construction which may be east
as a single unit or formed by s simple stamping
operation,

These and other objects will appear as my in-
vention is more fully hereinafter described in
the following specification, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing and finally peointed out in
the appended claim.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a refrigerated
storage and dispensing cabinet with a fragment
broken away for convenience in illustrating my
invention cperatively engaged with ice-cream tubs
disposed within the cabinet.

Figure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the
invention.

Figure 3 is an edgewise view of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail view
illustrating the manner in which the base auto-
matically engages the bottom edge or rim of an
ice-cream tub.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing: .

In Figure 1 reference numeral | indicates, gen-
erally, a refrigerated storage and dispensing cab-
inet having one or more storage compartments
provided therein as indicated at 2 and 3. 'These
compartments are of square formation in plan
view and separated by partition walls 4. The
ice-cream tubs 5 and 6 are of cylindrical forma~
tion. Ordinarily the tubs are placed one upon
the other within the cabinet as shown and when
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the top tub is emptied it is placed in the bottom
of the cabinet. It is to be understood of course
that a top tub need not necessarily be supported
by an empty tub on the bottom since obviously a
box or any other suitable support of the proper
height may be used.

Regardless of the type of bottom support used
however, the top tub will rotate about its axis
under the tangential pressure applied to it by
the operator in scooping out its contents. To
prevent this rofation and to hold the top tub se-
curely in place upon the bottom tub or support
I provide a supporting frame generally indicated
at 7 which is of square formation and made up
of side members 8, 2, {0 and i secured to or
formed integral with a ring member 12 formed
with intersecting braces 13. At equally spaced
points about the circumference of the ring 12 on
one of its sides I provide a plurality of vertically
disposed fins 14 sharpened to a knife edge as at
15 and tapering downwardly toward the center
of the ring. The distance between the top pointed
ends of diametrically opposing fins is greater
than the diameter of standard ice-cream tubs
while the distance between the bottom inner ends
of the fins is of less diameter than the standard
tubs. Ice-cream tubs in some cases are made en-
tirely of metal while in other cases as shown in
Figure 4 the tub and bottom wall may be made of
cardboard, fibre board or the like and secured
together by a metallic rim 186.

‘When a loaded tub of either type of construc-
tion as aforesaid is lowered into the cabinet and
comes fo rest upon the fins {4 the knife edges
of the fins will automatically form indentations
in the rim {5 of the tub and by means of which
the tub is locked to the frame and held against
rotation while the frame which is of square for-
mation is prevented from rotating within the
square compartment.

While I have shown a particular form of em-
bodiment of my invention, I am aware that many
minor changes therein will readily suggest them-
selves to others skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion. Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent is:

In a refrigerated cabinet having one or more
compartments of square formation in plan view
and receiving tubs of eylindrical formation
stacked one upon the other or one upon a suit-
able support within said compartment, the com-
bination of a flat frame of square formation in
plan view placed within a compartment, a flat
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ring member formed integral with said frame
and disposed on the interior thereof, flat inter-
secting braces formed integral with the inner
periphery of the ring, a plurality of diametrically
opposed vertical fins extending upwardly from
said ring and each tapering inwardly toward the
center of the ring and each sharpened along its
tapered portion, the distance between the top ends
of the fins being greater than the diameter of one

of said tubs placed thereon and the distance be- 10

tween the inside bottom ends of the fins being
less than the diameter of the tub whereby the
tub will be held in an elevated position with re-
spect to the frame when resting upon the fins,
and whereby said sharpened portions of the fins
will grip the bottom rim of the tub by means of
the sharpened portions of said fins forming in-
dentations in said rim to prevent rotation of the
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tub with respect to the frame and whereby said
square frame will be held against rotation by
placement within said square compartment.
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