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3 Claims. (C. 248-21) 
This invention appertains to supporting devices and, 

more particularly, to a new and useful improvement in a 
device for supporting pails, buckets, paint pots, or the 
like from ladders and particularly step ladders. 
There have been many devices provided which are at 

tached to ladders to position or maintain paint buckets 
in a horizontal position in relation to the ladders. How 
ever, to my knowledge, there is no device which can be 
readily and easily attached to the top surface of a step 
ladder and just as readily and easily attached at any posi 
tion along the side rails of the ladder to support the paint 
buckets in a horizontal position. 
The primary object of my present invention is to pro 

vide an improved bucket support for holding pails, buckets 
or pots in a horizontal position to prevent spilling of the 
contents and which can be readily and quickly attached 
and detached from the top step or support of the ladder 
and which can be readily attached or detached at any 
position on the steps of the ladder. 
Another object of my present invention is to provide a 

bucket support which when attached either to the top 
step or any of the other steps of the ladder will support 
a paint pail, bucket or pot in such a manner as to preclude 
the possibility of accidental falling of the supporting de 
vice or the pail supported thereby. 
An important object of my present invention resides in 

providing a receptacle and bucket support which can be 
readily engaged and positioned on a step or rung of the 
ladder with one hand whereby the other hand may be 
employed for the purpose of supporting and balancing the 
Set. 

A more specific object of my present invention is to pro 
vide a novel bucket support formed primarily of a single 
length of stiff wire in which the top bracket arm is pro 
vided with means to engage the top larger surface or step 
of a step ladder and also has additional means to engage 
the inner side rails when the bracket arm is positioned 
on an intermediate step which is usually of less width 
than the top surface or step. 
A still further object of my present invention is to 

provide a new and improved receptacle and bucket sup 
port which is simple in construction, reliable in its opera 
tion and not liable to get out of order. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention 

consists in the novel construction, arrangement and 
formation of parts as will hereinafter be more specifically 
described, claimed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, in which drawing, 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing my device 

attached to the top larger step of a step ladder in proper 
position and supporting a paint bucket or pail; 
FIGURE 2 is a somewhat enlarged fragmentary view 

of one of the intermediate steps and part of the side rail 
of a ladder showing my device in proper position for Sup 
porting a pail or bucket on one of the intermediate steps, 
and 
FIGURE 3 is a further enlarged perspective view of 

my novel device shown removed from the ladder. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail wherein similar 

reference characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, the letter S generally indi 
cates my improved receptacle and bucket support. At 
tention is directed more particularly to FIGURE 3 of 
the drawing and it can be seen that the support S is 
primarily formed from a single length of stiff wire bent 
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to include an inclined upright arm 10 which terminates 
in a horizontally extending bracket arm 11. The bracket 
arm 11 has a downwardly extending hook 12 formed on 
its outer end and the hook 12 lies in the same substantial 
vertical plane as the inclined arm 10. The lower end of 
the inclined upright arm 10 is provided with a horizontally 
formed loop 13 which is of a size and configuration to go 
around the rail of a ladder. This loop 13 therefore in 
cludes a short horizontal stretch 14, an intermediate 
curved portion 15 and an inwardly extending horizontal 
stretch 16 which is parallel to the stretch 14. Extending 
laterally and outwardly from the stretch 16 of the loop 
13 is the horizontal supporting arm 17. The outer termi 
nation of the supporting arm 17 carries a depending hook 
18 for the paint bucket. Intermediate the upper bracket 
arm 11 is secured an inwardly directed hook member 19 
which includes a stretch 20 lying substantially parallel 
to a respective portion of the bracket arm 11 and together 
with the arm 11 forms an inner loop member 21, the pur 
pose of which will become apparent as the description 
proceeds. - 

Attention is now directed to FIGURES 1 and 2 of the 
drawing which illustrate respectively, the two main posi 
tions of my support. In FIGURE 1, for example, I have 
shown my novel device secured to the top larger rail 22 
of a step ladder L. The ladder L. may be of any standard 
step ladder construction but for the purpose of illustra. 
tion, the same includes the upper side rails 23 and 24 
respectively, the intermediate steps 25 and the previously 
mentioned larger top step or surface 22. This particular 
ladder is of the foldable type and pivoted brackets 26 are 
provided for that purpose. When it is desired, there 
fore, to support a paint bucket or the like B in a hori 
zontal position in relation to the step ladder and from 
the top step thereof, it will be noted that the bracket arm 
11 extends over the top step 22 and the hook 12 engages 
around the inner surface 27 of the step 22. The arm 10 
inclines downwardly and backwardly as shown and the 
angle portion 28 thereof engages the inner surface 29 of 
the step. It should be noted that the inclined arm 10 
rests against the inner surface 30 of the side rails 23 and 
the loop 13 extends around the rail as shown. With the 
loop 13 engaging the side rail and inasmuch as the lateral 
ly extending horizontal arm 17 extends at right angles to 
the stretch 16 of the loop, the paint bucket B may be 
placed on the hook i8 and supported as illustrated. 

It is also obvious that my novel device can be readily 
Secured to the top step 22 by utilizing one hand as it is 
only necessary to engage the hook 12 and allow the de 
Vice to drop into position with the loop 13 engaging the 
side rail 30. 

It can thus be seen that the device is readily supported 
against rocking motion by the loop 13 and the hook 12 
and that the stretches 14 and 16 of the loop 13 prevent 
any lateral rocking of the device and, incidentally, the 
hook 19 also aids in this position to prevent lateral dis 
placement or rocking of the device since it lies parallel 
to the top surface of the step 22. 

However, the main purpose for the hook member 19 
is to aid in supporting the device on an intermediate step 
25 of the ladder L as shown more particularly in FIG 
URE 2 of the drawing and in this position it should be 
noted that the hook 9 forming the loop 21 engages 
around the inner portion 31 of the side rail 23. The 
bracket arm 1 rests on the upper surface 32 of the in 
termediate step 25 and a portion thereof, including the 
hook 12, extends beyond the step 25. This is due to the 
fact that the intermediate steps 25 are invariably of less 
width than the top steps 22 of standard type step ladders. 
The inclined arm i0, loop 13, laterally extending support 
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ing arm 17 and hook 18 function in exactly the same 
manner as previously described. 

It should also be noted that the arm 10 inclines in 
wardly and backwardly so that it will engage readily the 
inner surface 30 of the rail 23 by bending the wire so 
that the inner angle 33 is less than 90 degrees and the 
horizontally and laterally extending arm i7 supports the 
paint bucket B in its proper position by bending the 
wire to provide a right angle 34. 
Thus it can be seen that I have provided a novel and 

practical device for supporting paint buckets and the like 
in a horizontal position in relation, more particularly, 
to a step ladder wherein the same can be quickly and 
easily attached to the wider larger top step of the ladder 
and in any position in relation to an intermediate step. 
It should also be brought out that the intermediate steps 
25 need not be of the same width as the rails 23 and 24 
and can be much less width or may even be rungs and my 
support will function in the manner described in relation 
to FIGURE 2 of the drawing. 

Changes in details may be made without departing from 
the spirit or the scope of this invention but what I claim 
as new is: 

1. A receptacle and bucket support for supporting a re 
ceptacle from the top step and intermediate steps of a 
step ladder alongside of the outer surface of a side rail 
thereof, comprising a length of material bent to provide 
an inclined vertically extending arm, a horizontal bracket 
arm on the upper end of said inclined arm of a size and 
configuration to fit over the top larger step of a ladder, 
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4. 
a depending hook on the outer end of said horizontal 
bracket, a loop at the lower end of said inclined arm of 
a size and configuration to extend around a side rail of 
the ladder, a laterally extending horizontal support arm 
on said loop terminating in a hook for supporting re 
ceptacles and buckets and the like, and means mounted 
on the bracket arm for cooperating with said loop for 
engaging the inner surface of a ladder side rail when 
said device is associated with an intermediate step of a 
ladder. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said means 
engaging the inner surface of said ladder rail includes 
a bent piece secured intermediate the bracket arm form 
ing with said arm an open opposed loop engaging the 
side rail opposite from said, first mentioned loop when 
said bracket arm is resting on an intermediate ladder 
step. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the angle 
between the inclined arm and said bracket arm is less 
than 90 degrees and wherein the angle between said later 
ally extending support arm and said loop is approximate 
ly a right angle. 
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