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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Wrrrram C. CROZIER,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Knoxville, in the county of Knox and State of

5 Tennessee,have invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Hand-Stamps, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. .
My invention relates to improvements in
hand-stamps, such as are used in canceling
1o letter-stamps; and it consists in the construe-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter first
fully described, and then pointed out in the
claim.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
15 represents a side elevation of the improved
stamp. TFig. 2 represents a central vertical
section of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the elastic coupling detached.

Referring to the drawings, in which similar’

20 letters denote corresponding parts in all the
figures, A designates a cylindrical metal die
of the usual construction, having its central
opening, a, tapped or screw-threaded at the
upper end, and B is a wooden handle of any

25 ordinary or preferred shape, having the
threaded vertical opening or recess b in its
lower end.

Cis a coupling-piece of some flexible elastic
material—such as rubber—provided at a point

30 intermediate between the ends with the cir-
cumferential collar or flange ¢, and having its
ends ¢ ¢, above and below the said flange,
threaded, as shown in the drawings. Either
end ¢’ is serewed into the threaded opening of

35 the die, and the other end into the recess in
the handle. '

Itis not absolutely necessary that the elastic
coupling should be threaded,as the threads in
the openings in the handle and die would im-

40 pact themselves thereinand makea tightjoint.

The operation of the invention is very simple
and effective. As the stamp is struck down

“upon the paper,in case,as often happens when
the said stamp is being hurriedly used, it

45 should be applied and held in an inclined posi-
tion to the surface of the paper, it is evident
that by the construction of the stamp, the mo-

ment the edge of the die touchesthe paper the-
coupling will bend aud the flange be com-
pressed on one side.” This eompression and 50
bending of the coupling are sufficient to al-
low the face of the die to come down squarely
upon the paper and produce a clear and satis-
factory impression. If the coupling yields too
stiffly in operating thestamp, it is only neces- 55
sary to unscrew the handle slightly from said
coupling, thereby giving the collar or flange
more play, and the coupling will yield more
readily. Ifthe coupling yields too readily to
the motion, reverse the operation, serew the 6o
handle more tightly down upon the collar,
thereby compressing the collar slightly and
causing it to yield lessreadily to the side mo-
tion.

The inclination of the stamp may be con- 65
siderable,and yetthe pressure upon the handle
will bring the face of the die squarely upon
the surface of the paper.

Thusit willbeseen thatmy coupling enables
the stamp to be more easily and effectively 7o
used, and allows the parts thereof to be disen-
gaged to substitnte a new member for one
which is worn out or damaged.

The means employed are simple, durable,
and cheap,and the result attained is eminently 75
satisfactory to the operator.

Having thus described
claim—

In a hand stamp, the combination of the
die having a threaded opening in its upper 8o
end, the handle having a threaded opening in
its lower end, and the flexible coupling hav-
ing its ends inserted in the openings in the
die and the handle and provided with an in-
tegral flange or collar lying between the lower 85

my ionvention, I

‘end of the bandle and the upper end of the

die, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM -C. CROZIER.

Witnesses:
G. J. STUART,
G. W. BREWER.




