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2,911,105
WARDROBE RACK

Carl E. Gingher and Carl E. Gingher, Jr., Scranton, Pa.,
assignors, by mesne . assignments, to Gingher Manu-
facturing Company, Scranton, Pa., a corporation of
Pennsylvania

Application February 15, 1956, Serial No. 565,753
6 Claims. (ClL 211—62)

The present invention relates to clothes valets, more
particularly, to a wardrobe rack having an inclined sup-
porting surface for rubber footwear and corresponding
umbrella holders and coat hanger positions, and compris-
ing a plurality of vertically spaced shelves supported by a
vertical post upstanding from a base section with said
several components being readily assembled or disas-
sembled without use of tools in a short period of time.

The principal object of this invention is to provide an
improvement in wardrobe racks. :

It is another object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack which will readily accommodate coats,
hats, umbrellas and footwear.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack which may be quickly disassembled into
a shelf section, a base section and an interconneécting post,
and which components may be similarly assembled in a
short period of time without the use of tools and by rela-
tively unskilled personnel into the rack.

It is an additional object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack having umbrella holders and cooperating
therewith drip trays which may be readily emptied.

It is still another object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack having an easily accessible rack for re-
ceiving rubber footwear and the like.

It is still a further object of this invention to provide
2 mounting for racks and the like which is readily adapted
to- provide mounting for various types of base supports,
including casters and resilient cushion pads.

It is still an additional object of this invention to pro-
vide a stable wardrobe rack which will retain its stability
regardless of the position of wearing apparel thereon.

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack which embodies a simple construction and
which may be readily fabricated from various forms of
sheet metal.

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be-
come apparent upon reference to the accompanying de-
scription when taken in conjunction with the following
drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is an over-all perspective view of the wardrobe
rack disclosed as this invention; .

Fig. 2 is a three-quarter rear view.from above of the
base section;

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the base section
shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view looking upwardly at the
under surface of the base to illustrate the mounting of
the base pads upon the base; ,

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along the lines 5—5
of Fig. 4 and shows the base mounting plate adapted to,
retain resilient base pads;

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of that portion of the
base illustrated in' Fig. 4 but having a portion of the
side wall cut away to show the manner in which a caster
is mounted upon the base mounting plate ‘of Fig. 4; and

Fig. 7 is an over-all perspective view from above of a

2

modification having a greater capacity than the wardrobe
rack of this invention shown in Fig. 1. )
Returning now to the drawings, more particularly to
Fig. 1 wherein like reference symbols indicate the same
parts throughout the various views, 1 indicates generally

-, a wardrobe rack comstructed in accordance with the
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teachings of this invention. . The wardrobe rack 1 essen-
tially comprises a shelf section 2, a base section 3 and a
vertical post 4 which supports the shelf secton upon the
base section. These three components are detachably
connected together in a manner which will be later de-
scribed. :

The shelf section 2 comprises a plurality of shelves
10, each of which is mounted upon the back member -
5 by a bracket 11. As may be seen in Fig. 1, the brackets
11 have a U shaped cross section and are tapered longi-
tudinally. At the deeper end of each of the brackets 11,
the sides thereof are extended to straddle the back mem-
ber 5. The extended sides of each of the brackets are
then appropriately attached to the back member 5, such as
by spot welding. :

The upper edges of each of the brackets 11 are bent
outwardly to form flanges 13. These flanges 13 are
attached to the lower surfaces of each of the shelves
10 by spot welding. )

The. shelves 10 are formed from a relatively light sheet
metal and are perforated with openings.

Each of the shelf openings have the edges thereof bent
downwardly and the extreme portion of the downwardly
bent edges are again bent inwardly of the opening so
that the general shape of the edges of each of the openings
is substantially a Z. e _

The front side of each of the shelves are bent down-
wardly as indicated at 27. The rear edges of each of the
shelves 10 are bent upwardly to form a stop to prevent
objects being placed upon the shelves from being pushed
over the rear edges thereof.

A hanger member 19 depends from the front edge of
the lowermost of the shelves 18.  The hanger member
19 comprises a strip of sheet metal having a plurality of
spaced openings 20 therein. Bach of the openings 20 is

- substantially egg-shaped with the narrow end being di-

rected downwardly. The hangers are self-aligned when
the hooked handles of the hangers are inserted within
the openings 20. The shape of the openings, together
with the weight of the hanger, result in the hanger being

" positioned in the narrow lower end of each of the openings
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The vertical post 4 is formed from a high quality
sheet metal such as furniture steel, It is tubular and
has a square cross-section. If desired, the post may be

“solid with other cross-sections being used. The post is

dimensioned so that the ends thereof may be readily re-
ceived in either the back member 5 of the shelf section
or a socket upon the base section. .

Proceeding next to the base section 3, as shown in Figs.
2 and- 3, this component of the wardrobe rack comprises
a T base 21 which has a cross piece 22 and a front piece
23. Both the cross piece 22 and the front piece 23 com-
prise channel shaped sheet metal members and the ex-
treme ends of each piece are closed as indicated at 24.

Fach of the closed ends 24 of the base has mounted
therein a base support member 25 which may be seen
in Figs. 4 and 5. The base support member 25 is chan-
nel-shaped and comprises a web 26 and flanges 27 and
28. The flange 27 which is directed inwardly of the
base has an outwardly bent portion 29. The base sup-
port member 25 is mounted on the under surface of the
T base by attaching the bent portion 29 to the under
surface of the base and by attaching the flange 28 to the
closed end 24, as shown in Fig. 5.

-Gripping arms 30 are punched from the web 26 along
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each of the bent edges thereof. The gripping arms 30
are inclined inwardly and are for the purpose of securing
a base mount upon the base support member.

Fig. 5 shows a resilient pad 31 mounted on the base
support member 25. The resilient pad-31 is square and
of a non-scuffing compositicn. Itis cup shaped and thus
provides the utmost resistance to collapse with a greater
portion of itself forming to the contour of the floor con-
tact area at the extreme outer ends of the T base 21.

In Fig. 6 there is illustrated a caster 32 which is simi-
larly mounted upon the base support member 25 by
being gripped by the arms 30 being bent over the edges
of the caster base.

Upstanding from the T base at the intersection of the
cross piece 22 and the front piece 23 is a socket 33. As
seen in Fig. 2, the socket 33 is channel-shaped and has
the edges 34 thereof bent inwardly. The upper ends of
the edges 34 are joined by a gusset plate 35 and the
lower ends are similarly joined by a gusset plate 36.

An umbrella rack 37 is mounted upon the cross piece
22 of the T base 21. The umbrella rack 37 is made
from a single piece of sheet metal bent to form a front
plate 38 and then curved as indicated at 39 and 40 to
form back plates 41 and 42. The ends of the back plates
bend inwardly at 43 and 44 to positions connecting the
outer faces of the socket 33. These contacting faces of
the umbrella rack and the socket 33 are then suitably
connected.

Examination of the umbrella rack of Fig. 2 will re-
veal that the lower edges of each of the curves 3% and
40 are cut away as shown in 45 to accommodate the
cross piece 22 between the front and rear plates of the
umbrella rack. The heighth of the cut-away portion 45
is greater than that of the heighth of the cross piece 22
in order to accommodate an aluminum drip tray 46
therein. The drip tray 46 comprises a receptacle 47 and
a handle 48. The handle 48 is curved to conform to
the outer curvature of the umbrella rack ends 39 and
406. The bottom of the drip tray rests upon the upper
surface of the cross piece. This support of the bottom
of the drip tray prevents distortion by the points of um-
brellas being supported in the umbrella rack.

The top of the umbrella rack 37 is closed by umbrella
holders 49. Each of the holders 49 is formed by alumi-
num and comprises a plurality of spaced umbrella open-
ings 50 therein with the edges thereof bent downwardly.
The edges of the holders are bent downwardly to. fit
about the outer surfaces of the umbrella rack as indi-
cated at 51. The holders are secured to the umbrella rack
by crimping the edges of the umbrella openings 56 to the

inner surfaces of the front piate 38 and the back plates.

41 and 42.

An inclined perforated footwear rack 52, which is sim-
ilar to the shelves, is mounted upon the base forwardly
of the umbrella rack 37. The inclined rack is for ac-
commodating rubber footwear and the like. The rear
edge of the inclined rack 52 is upturned as indicated at
53 and is fastened to the front plate 38 of the umbrella
rack. A triangularly shaped bracket 54 is mounted upon
the upper surface of the base stem 23 and is fastened
to the lower surface of the inclined rack 52. The front
edge of the footwear rack has a flange 55 attached there-
to in order to prevent articles placed upon the rack from
sliding therefrom. Consequently, not only is the in-
clined rack 52 firmly supported upon the base, but it also
acts as a reinforcing member to impart rigidity to the
base section.

With the above description in mind, it can be seen
that the wardrobe rack of this invention essentially com-
prises three components: the shelf section, the vertical
post and the base section.

In Fig. 7 there is illustrated ancther modification of
the wardrobe rack 1. The modified rack is indicated at
66 and similarly comprises a shelf section 67, vertical
posts 68 and a base section 69. An examination of Fig.
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7 will reveal that the shelf section 67 is similar in all
respects to the shelf section 2, except that it is longer
and has a pair of socket back members 70 thereon. Sim-
ilarly, the base section 69 is similar to the base section
3 but has an elongated footwear rack supported upon a
double T base 71, with umbrella racks 72 and 73 being
positioned upon the rear member of the T base opposite
each of the front pieces. Since the modified rack, as il-
lustrated in Fig. 7, essentially comprises two of the racks
as shown in Fig. ‘1, the capacity of the modified rack is
somewhat more than double the rack of Fig. 1.

Thus it can be seen that the wardrobe racks of this
invention represent a distinct advance over the art. Tt
will be noted that the umbrella racks are mounted sub-
stantially parallel to the coat hanger positions. Each of
the umbrella openings will correspond to one of the coat
hanger positions to readily identify each umbrella with
the coat supported upon the valet. In addition, the posi-
tion of the umbrella rack eliminates the sandwiching of
umbrellas between coats hanging upon the rack.

The wardrobe rack of this invention comprises a simpli-
fied construction but is exceptionally stable and rigid.
The wardrobe rack in Fig. 1 may readily support a load
of up to about 40 pounds suspended from either of the ex-
lreme coat hanger positions. Consequently, it is not
necessary to-evenly distribute the coats upon the rack.
Even if a majority of the wearing apparel is grouped upon
one end of the wardrobe rack, it will still maintain its sta-
bility. Furthermore, the inclined footwear rack is readily
accessible to persons availing themselves of the use of this
valet. . Here, too, it is possible to position the rubber
footwear upon the rack in position corresponding to the
coat hanger position and to the umbrella holder position.
Consequently, the problem of ‘determining which pieces
of apparel belong to which person is largely eliminated by
the use of this rack. .

It will be understood that this invention is susceptible
to modification in order to adapt it to different usages and
conditions, and, accordingly, it is desired to comprehend
such modifications within this invention as may fall with-
in the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed as this invention is:

1. A wardrobe rack or the like having an elongated
base, 'said base having members at each end thereof, an
umbrella rack mounted on said elongated base, said rack
comprising a sheet metal plate having reversed bends
therein to form a front face and two rear faces, the lower
edge of each reversed bend being notched to receive
said elongated base whereby said front face and said rear
faces will straddle and closely receive said elongated base
to impart rigidity to the structure comprising the umbrella
rack and the base, and means on the upper end of said
rack for positioning umbrellas within said rack.

2. A wardrobe rack or the like having an elongated

base, said base having members at each end thereof, an

umbrella rack mounted upon said elongated -base, said
rack comprising a sheet metal plate having reversed bends
therein to form a front face and two rear faces, the lower
edge of each reversed bend being notched to receive said
elongated base whereby said front face and said rear
faces will straddle and closely receive said elongated base
to provide a secure attachment betwen said umbrella rack
and said base so that said base and umbrella rack assembly
is rigid, said notches having a greater depth than the
heighth of said elongated base to define a space between
the bottom of said notch and the top surface of said base,
a drip tray slidably received upon said elongated base and
pas§i{1g through said notch, means on said drip tray for
positioning said tray within said rack, and means on the
upper end of said rack for positioning umbrellas within
said rack.

3. A wardrobe rack comprising a T base having a
cross piece and a front piece extending perpendicularly
frqrn the mid-point thereof, an umbrella rack mounted on
said cross piece, said rack comprising a sheet metal plate
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having reversed bends therein to form a front face and
two rear faces, the lower edge of each reversed bend being
notched to receive said cross piece whereby said front face
and said rear faces will straddle said cross piece to impart
rigidity to the T base and wnbrella rack assembly, said
notches having a greater depth than the heighth of said
cross piece to define a space between the bottom of said
notch and the top surface of said cross piece, a drip tray
slidably received upon said cross piece and passing
through said notches, means on said drip tray for posi-
tioning said tray within said rack, means on the other
end of said rack for positioning umbrellas within said rack,
a socket upstanding from the intersection of said cross
piece and the front piece of said T base and between the
front face and ends of the rear faces of. said nmbrella
rack, and a reinforcing member adapted for use as a foot-
wear rack mounted on said T base and secured to the
front face of said umbrella rack and said front piece of
the T base, said socket being adapted for removably re-
ceiving a shelf supporting post. s :

4, A wardrobe rack or the like having a T base com-
prising a cross piece and a front piece extending perpen-
dicularly from the mid-point thereof, an umbrella rack
mounted on the cross piece of said T base, said rack com-
prising a sheet metal plate having two reverse bends there-
in to form a front face and two rear faces, the lower edge
of each rcverse bend being notched to receive said cross
piece whereby said front face and said rear faces will
closely receive said cross piece to impart rigidity to the
structure comprising the umbrella rack and the T base,
and means on the upper end of said umbrella rack for
positioning umbrellas therein.

5. In a wardrobe rack or the like having an elongated
base, said base comprising members at each end thereof,
an umbrella rack mounted on said elongated base, said
rack comprising a sheet metal plate having reverse bends
therein to form a front face and two rear faces, the lower
edge of each reverse bend being notched to receive said
elongated base so that said front face and said rear faces
will closely receive said elongated base to impart rigidity
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to the structure comprising the umbrella rack and the
base, means on the other end of said umbrella rack for
positicning umbrellas therein, and an inclined reinforcing
member adapted for a footwear rack secured to said base
and the front face of said umbrella rack forwardly of said
umbrella rack to impart rigidity to said base and umbrella
rack. .

6. In a wardrobe rack or the like having a base, said
base having an elongated base-supporting member and an
umbreila rack, said umbrella rack mounted on said elon-
gated member, said umbrella rack comprising a sheet
metal piate having reverse bends therein to form a front
face and two rear faces, the lower edge of each reverse
bend being notched to receive said elongated base mem-
ber whereby said front face and said rear faces will closely
receive said elongated base member to impart rigidity to
the structure comprising the umbrella rack and the base,
means on the upper end of said umbrella rack for posi-
tioning umbrellas therein, and a socket upstanding on
said base between said front face and said rear faces and
adapted for holding a shelf-supporting vertical column
therein.
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