Sept. 30, 1952 . C. H. HENNELL 2,612,423
I . SLIDING TABLE TOP CONSTRUCTION

Filed July 28, 1949

7 2 2777

24 2 ,;; Z %;”/za
22— WA 1
A
/ o
y 21 ‘ v 4 7. 5 '
, . ; INVENTOR.
‘2 - %f‘/&;Mﬂﬂé[[

L )
Sy
AT
R
ARARTaREN

Fpd gD

‘ » : ATTORNEY

26.




Patented Sept. 30, 1952 Lo

UNITED STATES PATENT'

2,612,423

 OFFICE

2,612,423 .
SLIDING TABLE TOP CON STRUCTION
“Charles H.. ‘Hennell, Inglewoo&, Cahf
Apphcatlon July 28, 1949, Serial No. 10‘7,305
(CL 311—35) i

S 4 Claims..
This invention relates. to tables and more par-
ticularly to a table having the top thereof ad-
justable relative to its supporting structure.
~ The table of the present._invention is particu-
larly adapted for use in breakfsast nooks, booths
and other table and seat installations in which
fixed, arcuately arranged seating accommoda-
tions are used. In such table and seat.installa-
tions the table is generally anchored to the floor
to avoid excessive wear which would be produced
by the supporting structure if the latter was free
to move over the floor. As the table top must be
closely spaced from the seat.structure for the
convenience and. comfort of the users, it is ex-
tremely awkward for the persons intending to sit
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medially of the seat structure to.slip into posi- . .

tion.

This difficulty is obviated by the table: of the
present invention, for. the table top is movable
substantially in its own plane relative to the sup-
-porting structure therefor. As-the table top may
be slidably adjusted substantially in’its own
plane, a person intending to sit at the rear of
the nook or booth with: which. the table is used
can easily move the table top to open a. passage
at.one side or the other of the nook or booth, de-
-pending .upon the direction of movement of the
table top, to permit easy access into the nook or
booth. After the person has.been.seated, the
table -top. can be returned to its position cen-
trally of the seat structure by merely returning
the table top to its original position:

The table top. is supported for sliding move-
ment. by a support element having a shape sub-
stantially the same as the.shape of the table. top
although the latter is larger in size. The element
is formed with a substantially planar top surface
which engages the undersurface of the table top
. and supports the same as the top is moved relative
to the supporting structure.

As-the table top is not secured to the planar
member, some means must be provided for limit-
ing movement of the table top relative to the
planar member. In one embodiment of the
present invention this stop means is formed by a
skirt depending from: a decorative molding strip
secured about the peripheral edge portion of the
table top: In ancther embodiment illustrated,
the stop means is formed by & flange carried by
the molding strip inwardly of the depending skirt.

As the-table top can be easily removed from its
supporting structure, the floor area beneath. the
table top: can be: made readily :accessible for

cleaning. -Thisis & particularly desirable feature
of -the-present: invention-as the fixed tables of
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prior table and seat installations have rendered
the cleaning of the floor, particularly in the rear
of the booth or nook; extremely d1fﬁcu1t :

Other features and advantages of the present
invention will be hereinafter. apparent from the
following' detailed description, particularly when
taken in cohnection w1th thé acconmpanying draw-
ing, in which: .

Figure 1is a planl view of thé table of the.pres-
ent invention shown Inuse with o fixed, arcuate-
ly. arranged seat strueture; -

Figure” 2 is'a section taken along line 2—2 of
Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary v1ew in section on
an enlarged scale showing the molding strip at-
tached about the penpheral ‘edge ‘portion. of the
table top; and -

Figure 4 is a view 51m11ar to Flgure 3 but show- -
ing a modified form of the table. .

The table top of the present; invention, re-
ferring now to the drawing, and more particularly
to Figure 2 thereof, comprises a table top 10
supported by a2 base member {1. Although the
base member. |1 has.been showh as a pedestal.

‘type support, it is obvious that other types of

supporting structure could bhe used.. -Where a
bedestal type support is used, the upper end there-
of may carry a relatively wide annulaf or ciréular
flange 12 to which is rigidly secured a plate mem-
ber 13 havihg a planar upper surface. - The
member, although of a shape substantially iden-
tical to the shape of the. table top 10 is smaller
in size than the.latter.

The member 13 supports the table top {0 for
limited sliding movement substantially in the
plane of the table top 10 for the latter is disposed
on the member with the undersurface thereof in
facewise engagement with .the pla,nar surface.
It will now be seen that the table top (9 -may be
slidably adjusted substantially in its own plane
relative to the supporting base | {.merely by ap-

-plying & force against the table top 18 in the
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plane thereof sufficlent to move the table top-over ,
the member 3. Toreduce friction at the engaged:
surfaces of the member i3 and the:table top 10 &
film of some anti-friction material such as-paraf-
fin' or-the like is preferably apphed to each of
the-engaged surfaces., = . -

To - limit movement: of. the ta.bie top.: relatwe to
the plahar member 13 the peripheral edge of the
table top ¢arries a:molding 14 which, as. will be
shown, forms a continuous’stép shoulder extend-
ing aboiut the-table top. - As best seen in Figure 3,
the molding strip 14 is° formed Wwith a-pair-of in-
wardly: directed coextensive flanges -15-dand- 1§
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forming a groove for receiving the peripheral
edge portion of the table top 10. The upper
flange 15 is preferably formed with a radius on
its exposed surface to eliminate any sharp cor-
ners and to further increase the decorative effect
of the molding strip.

The lower flange 16, on its inner surface is

formed with a plurality of teeth {71 which tend

to bite in to the under surface of the table top
to resist.removal of the:molding. strip from the
peripheral edge of the table top, "To securely
anchor the molding strip to the table top, the

10

- flange 1§ is formed with a plurality of openings

for passing a fastening element 18 such as a
screw or the like. The fastening elements 18,

whether they be screws or some other conven-:

tional fastening means, securely hold the mold-

ing strip about the peripheral edge of the table

top but yet do not mar the appearance of the

table, for they are not visible to the users of

the table.

The molding strip is formed with g depending

;. skirt 18 which exténds downwardly a distance
" substantially equal to the thickness of the planar

supporting member 13. The skirt 19 forms the
stop shoulder about the' peripheral edge of the
table top and limits movement of the same rela-
tive to the planar member. It is obvious, refer-
ring again to Figure 2, that the table top. 10 can
only be slidably moved: relative to the- planar
member {3 the distance permitted by the stop
shoulder formed by the skirt 19. As the skirt {9
extends downwardly from the table top a. dis-
tance substantially equal to the thickness of -the
planar member, there is no danger of the table
top being--moved. a distance greater than the
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difference between the size of the planar mem-

~ ber 13 and that of the table top 10.

The distance the table top 10 extends beyondv

the planar member 13 must be such that a stable
structure is had even when the top is moved to
any one of its extreme positions of adjustment.
This necessarily depends on the size of the table
so that the amount of adjustment of the: table
top 10 relative to its supporting structure | 1 will;
therefore, vary in accordance with the size of
the table top. Thus table tops of relatively large
size ihherently have a large 'range of movement
which of course is désirable for larger nooks or
booths ‘are more. d1fﬁcu1t to get into than the
smaller sizes.

As the fastening elements 18 extend trans-
versely to the direction of movement of the table
top, engagement between the skirt 19 and the
peripheral edge of the supporting planar mem-

" Der i3 -places these fastening elements in shear.

As such fastening elements have a high shear
strength, there is’little, if any, hkellhood of- the
elements fdailing in use: =

If desired, the moldmg ‘strip 14 -can be formed
with coextensive grooves 2i into which can- be

fitted decorative strips 22 for enhancing the ap--

pearance of the molding 'strlp »The decorative
strips 22, -for instanee, may be given a color
identical :to the-color:-of the- surfacing layer 23
carried by the upper face of the table top {0.
It should -also -be noted that the flange 15, as
it extends inwardly about the peripheral edge of
the table top {0, protects the peripheral edge of
the surface layer 23 and.prevents: separation of
this layer from the top:face of the table top (0.

As previously.indicated, the table of the present
invention :is- particularly adapted for wuse  in
breakfast nooks, booths, and other table and seat
installations in which fixed; arcuately arranged
seating accommodations are used. Such an ar-
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rangement is shown in Figure 1.in which 24 indi-
cates the fixed, arcuately arranged seating
accommodations for seating persons using the
table of the present invention. In the past,
where the table used with such seating accom-
modations has been fixed, it has been extremely
difficult and very awkward for the persons in-
tending to sit at the rear to slip into their posi-
tions. . This is net so with the table of the present
invention,. for a person intending to sit at the
vear of the nook’ or both can easily move the
table top 10 to the left, as viewed in Figure 1, for
example, which, as should not be understood,
will open a passage at the right of the nook or
booth to permit the person access into the booth
to assume his position at the rear thereof., After
the person has . been seated the table top can be

" returned to its position centrally of the seating

accommodations by merely moving the top to its
desired position. . As the table top is universally
adjustable relative to-its supporting structure, it
can be adjusted to permit easy access into either
side of the nook or booth

It should be noted that the flange or sklrt ls
forms -a.convenient” hand hold for pulling. the
table top info any desired position .of adjust-
ment. - Where & pushing.force is to be exerted
against the table, the hands may merely be placed
against the edge of the table top and the force
applied by moving, the hands away from-the body.

‘A further feature of the table of the present
invention resides in the fact that the table top
{0 can beremoved from its supporting structure
to permit the fioor area under the table to be
easily cleaned.” "After the floor area has been
cleaned, the table can be again put in use by
merely placing the table top on the planar mem-
ber 13 and pushing the table relatwe thereto in
the desired position.

There is shown in Figure 4 a modn‘ied form of
the table of the present invention. In this form
of the invention, the molding strip 24 is secured
to the table top 25 in substantially the same way
as is the molding strip {4 secured the table top
8. In this form of the invention, however, the
skirt 26 depending from the strip does not form
the stop means or stop shoulder for- limiting
movement-of the table top relative to the planar
supporting member 27T, for in this embodiment
the stop méans or stop shouider is formed by a
lip 28 coextenswe with and downwardly extend-
ing from’the inner édge-of the flange 29. It
will be seen that the stop means formed by the
dowawardly extéending lip 28 spaces the periph-
eral-edge ‘of the supporting member 27 from the
skirt 26 "and thus eliminates ‘any danger of a
user’s fingers being pinched ‘between the skirt
2§-and:the supporting member 27 as the- table
t0p 25 isadjusted relgtivé to the latter.- :

- The skirt 28, as in the: ‘earlier- descrlbed em-
bodiment of. the invention; serves as g hand-
hold:for adjusting the table ‘top and will conceal
the: supportmg member to a casual observer off
the table. . . :

Although the now preferred embodxrrents of
the present invention have been shown and de-
scribed. ‘herein, :it i to be understood that the
invernition. is not' to be limited thereto, for the
same is susceptible to changes in form and detail
within' the scope of the appended clalms :

Teclaim?

1.-A table of the ‘type descrlbed for use Wlth
fixed arcuate seat structure in a booth, said table
comprising:. a: floor-engaging support means; a-
support: member: carried by said support means,

,said-member providing & support surface extend-
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ing substantially in a horizontal plane; a table
top slidingly resting on said support surface for
universal movement in said plane; and means
forming a stop shoulder around the periphery of
said table top extending below said plane to en-
gage said member around .the periphery of said
support surface to limit the range of universal
movement of the table top on the support mem-
ber, said table top being dimensioned relative to
said support surface for maximum overhang in
any direction substantially less than the dimen-
sion’ of the support surface in the same direc-
tion to make said table top stable at all positions,
said table top being freely liftable from said sur-
face for access to the floor adjacent said support
means. .

2. A table as set forth in claim 1 in which said
table top is covered with a surface layer and said
peripheral means serves the further functions of
protecting the peripheral edge of the surface
layer and of preventing separation of the sur-
face layer from the table top.

3. A table as set forth in claim 1 which in-
cludes a skirt extending around the periphery of
the table top serving the dual purpose of orna-
mentation for the border of the table top and
handle means for slidingly manipulating the
table top, and in which said stop shoulder is
spaced inwardly from said skirt to provide finger
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space adjacent the skirt at all limit positions of.
the table top.
4, A table as set forth in claim 3 in which said

" stop shoulder and said skirt are integral parts of

molding strip around the periphery of the table
top.
CHARLES H. HENNELL, .
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