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This invention relatest0 Shipping cartonSand 
particularly to cartons for packing dishes and 
likefragileitems, 
In Shipping dishesit hasheret0fore been CUS 

tomaryto pack the dishes in a cartonin Which 
the individual pieces are Separated byexcelsior 
or Shreaded paper? 
must besopackedthattheindvidualpiecesare 
Separated both frOm eaCh Other and from the 
Wals of the carton by layers of padding Suf 
cientlythicktoabsorbanyshocksorsuddenjolts 
to which the carton may besubjectedin han 

To ensUKe this result considerable skil 
is required of the packer,Another method pr0? 
p0Sed has been t0 provide rubber SeparatorS, 
moUldedin the COnfigUration 0f the dishest0 be 
shipped,Which are adapted t0 be inSerted be 
tween adjacent dishesand by Completelyfling 
the Space within the Carton,Cushion the dishes 
8gainst breakage,This method has the dis 
8dvantages not Only of requiringa,specialSepa 
ratorfor each type of dish shipped,but of add 
ing Considerably to the Weight of the Carton, 
thus rendering the carton excessivey costy,of 
limited fexibility and relatively expensive to 
Ship? 
The primary object ofthisinventionisto pro 

Videanimprovedshippingcarton fordishesand 
?ne likein which the dishesarecushioned byre? 
Silient meanshavingaminimum of bulkwhereby 
breakage in shipment is efectively prevented. 
Another object of the inventionis to provide 

a?shipping carton for dishes and the like in 
which the individual dishesareseparatedfrom 

preformed cushioning devices of uniform con 
figUration whereby dishes of any character can 
be packed Safelyforshipment, 
Afurther object of theinventionisto provide 

Cushioning meansfor cartonsforshippingdishes 
and the like which can be removably attached 
to Cartons of any size and shape and by use of 
arelatively few Standardsizescanaccommodate 
dishes of aJl types,Whereby the carton can?be 
prepared 8nd packed with a minimum of Skill 
and the CuShioning means Can be reused With 
COnSequent Savingin Ultimate COSt? 
Other objectsand features willappear herein 

after in the detailed description of the inven 
tion,be particularlypointedoutin theappended 
claimsandiustratedintheaccompanyingdraw 
ingsin which: 
FigUre 1 is a plan View 0f8 Compartmented 

carton provided with the improved Cushioning 
means,aportion ofthecover beingbrokenaway 

To be efective the carton 

each OtheFand frOm the Walls of the Carton by Y 
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2 
to more clearly show the details of eonstruc 
tion? 
?igure2 isa plan View on an enlarged SCale 

of one of the Compartments of Figure 1 With 
the G0Ver rem0Ved. 
Figure 3 is a Vertical Sectional View taken 

alonglines3?30f Figure2. 
FigUre 4 is a,yertical Sectional View taken 

along lineS 4?4 Of Figure2. 
Figure5 is an isometric view takenalong the 

ines 5?5 of Figure 2,with portions broken 
away,illustrating another embodiment of the improvedcushioningmeanS. 
Referring nowin detailto the drawings,illus 

trating a preferred embodiment of the inven? 
tion,theimproveddish Cartonis designatedgen 
eraily as,f,The carton,container or box f 
maybe made of pasteboard,plywood,light metal 
Such as aluminum or the other materials gen 
erally employed for this purpose?While the 
carton may be of any sizeand Shape and em 
Dloyed for one or Several types of disheS,that 
iustrated is designed for shipping a,So-Caled 
“set”of dishes,Forthis purposeitis dvided 
intoaplurality of compartments,Sectionsordivi 
sions 2 by dividing Walls 3 of pasteboard,ply 
woodorlikematerial,anindividualcompartment 
being provided for the dishes of each type? 
To prevent breakage of dishes in shipment, 

CUshioning meansis providedWithineach of the 
compartments2?This means may be made of 
rubber of varioustypes,resilient plastics orother 
resient material but is preferably made of 
sponge rubber,either natural or Synthetic,To 
be efectivethe Cushioningmeansmustresilient 
lysUpport each dish within the compartment,aS 
wellasseparatethe dishesfromeachother,For 
sUpporting the dishes the entire compartment 
may be ined with sponge rubber?However,it 
ha8 been foundadequate t0applythe rubber aS 
strips,braces,pads or bumpers 4 in relativey 
narrow sheet form to the bottom and sides of 
each compartment,These strips desiraby ex 
tend the fUllength of the C0mpartment,OVer? 
lyingthose portionsWhich theedgeSOfthe disheS 
Would normallyabutorengage. For dishes of a 
Darticular type a,very narrow strip only wide 
enoughtocoverthelines ofc0ntact betWeenthe 
dishesand the Walls of the carton WOuld SUfice, 
but for moregeneralapplication Strips of Suf 
Cient width to beemployedWith dishes of Various 
shapesfromroundtosquareare preferred?The 
thickness of the strips may also Vary within a 
rather wide range,In practice a Strip approxi 
matey %”inthickness has provedadequateto 
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cushionany shockstowhich the carton may be 
subjected? 
Depending Upon the material of which the 

cartonanditsdivisionsaremade,theStripS4may 
beappliedeither overthefaces ofthe bottOmand 
the side walls of each compartment or laid in 
appropriateslotsorgroovesformedintheSe WallS? 
Forseparatingthe disheswithintheindiVidual 

compartmentsfromeachotherthereareproVided 
a,series offins,Separators or SpacerS5attaChed 
to and projecting inwardy of each of the Side 
wallsof the Compartment,Thefinsofeach Wal 
are correspondingly positioned,thus providing a 
plurality of pairs of confronting fins extending 
1ongitudinaly of the compartment,Each of the 
pairsis So spaced from the next adjacent pair 
as to form a Series of slots,each of which Will 
accommodateadish,Asinthe caSe of the StripS 
4,the finsare preferably made of Spongerubber 
insheet form?While they may be of a Variety 
of Shapesa Substantially triangular fin of Sufi? 
cient heighttoreachthe base or deepest part of 
the dish Will provide adequate Separation with 
a minimum of material,Since exp0Sed t0 leSS 
StreSS than the StripS 4,the finsmay be made of ? 
thinner rubber,around One-half the thickneSS of 
the StripS?To proteCt the end dishes in each 
COmpartment a Strip or SeparatOr 6 of SubStan? 
tiallythe SamethickneSSaSthefinS,isappliedt0 
the end Walls of the Compartment. 
Thefinsmaybe formedandappliedindividu 

aly or mOuldedin one piece With the side Wall 
StripS?If the former,each finis formed with a 
SubStantially rectangular base and the side 
StripSareformedasindividualSections or blocks 
8 Of the Width required t0 obtain the desired 
Spacing betweenthe fins?The bases of the fins 
are theninterpoSed betweenthe adjacent blocks 
Of the Side Strips,With this construction itis 
preferable that the side Walls of the compart 
ment begr00Ved t0facilitatemountingorapply 
ing of the Side StripSandfins,aswellasto hold 
theSemembersin placeafterthey havebeenap 
plied to the Wals. If mouldedin one piece the 
finSand Side Stripscan beappliedreadiytoany, 
Compartment,whether or notits side waisare 
groOVed,AS Will be understood,the side and 
bottom StripS 4,aswellastheendspacers5,can 
beattaChed or Secured to the walls of the com? 
partment byglue,nails,screws or otherappro 
priatemeans. 
Once the reSilient Supporting and separating? 

meanShave beenappliedtothevariouscompart 
mentSinthe Carton,thedishesarepackedsimply 
by inserting them in the slots formed bythe 
Spacedfins,The cover or id9 isthenapplied 
tothe box,Italsois preferably providedWith 
Stripsor braces4asimilartoandinlinewiththe StripS40nthebottomofeachcompartment?Por 
cartons Socompartmented thattwoormore of theindvidualSectionsareinvertica11ayersthe 
h9°29ntaldividngwalswouldalsobeprovided 
with bumperstrips? 
Afterthe carton hasbeenpackedanditscover 
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4 
appliedthedshesareindividualycushionedand, 
regardless of the positionin Which the box may 
beturnedin handling,resiliently Spacedor Sepa 
ratedfromtheWallsofthe Cartonandeachother, 
efectiVely preyenting breakage duringShipment? 
Since SubStantiallyfat SurfacesareemployedaS 
the resient Spacing means Considerable play of 
the dishes within their indiVidual Slots is pos? 
SibleWithout damage andaSingleSpaCing0ffinS 
WillaCCOmmodatedishes of aCOmparatively wide 
range of depths,It is accordingly feasible,by 
moulding the Side Strips and finsin Continu0US 
StripS andemploying a,relatively few Standard 
SpacingS,to adapt the Side StripS for USe With 
dishes of altypes,These and the other strips 
canthen becutto the desired1ength tofitship 
ping cartons of anysizeand compartmentation, 
From the foregoing detaileddescription of the 

inVentionit Willbeapparent that there has been 
providedanimprovedShipping carton for dishes 
andthelike,whichis of wideapplication,simple 
and inexpensive in Construction and extremely 
eficientinuse?ItShouldbe understoodthatthe 
deScribed and ilustrated embodiment is merely 
exemplary of theinventionandthatallmodifica? 
tions are intended to be included which do not 
depart either from the Spirit of the invention 
0r the SCOpe of the appended claims, 
Having deSCribedtheinvention,Iclaim: 
1,A Shipping carton for dishes and the ike, 

COmprisinga compartment.aresiient strip at 
tached to and extending longitudinally of the 
bottomWallof Saidcompartment,resilientmeans 
8ttached to and extending1ongitudinally of the 
SideWals of Saidcompartment,Said means being 
formed as a series of resilient blocks,and re 
Sient finsinterposed betweenandspacingsaid 
blockS,Said fins projectinginwardly of the side 
Walls of Said Compartment, 
2?AShipping carton for dishes and the like, 

COmprising a Compartment,aresilient strip at 
tached to and extending longitudinally of the 
bottomwallof Said compartment,resilientmeans 
attaChed to and extendinglongitudinally of the 
Side WallSOf Said COmpartment,Saidmeans being 
formedasa Series ofresient blocks,resientfins 
interpoSed between and spacingsaid blocksand 
projectinginWardly of thesidewalsofsaidcom? 
partment,and resilient means attached to the 
endwalSOfSaid Compartment? 
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