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ADOLPH H. LICHTER, OF TOLEDO, OHXI0, ASSIGNOR TO THE WILLYS-OVERLAND COM-
PANY, OF TOLEDO, OHIO, A CORPORATION OF OHIO.

SEAT PANEL.

Application filed June 30, 1320.

Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Avover H. Lircmrer,
residing at Toledo, county of Lucas, State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Seat Panels, of which I
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description.

My invention relates to seat panels and
has for its object to provide a seat panel
unit of improved construction, particularly
with respect to the manner of securing the
covering of the panel to the frame of the
unit. ' .

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved panel covering having a
flap. or extensible portion at one side thereof
which is adapted to overlie the back of the
frame of the panel and to be secured thereto.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved seat panel structure em-
bodying a frame carrying padding material,
with a covering for the same having one or
more flaps or extended portions arranged to
extend over the back of the frame and
adapted for quick and ready attachment
thereto. '

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a unitary upholstered seat panel in-
cluding a covering, certain edges of the
panel, when the seat is completed being con-
cealed, the exposed edge portion of the panel
having a finishing strip or bead, with which
is either separately or integrally connected a
flap or extensible portion arranged to over-
lie the back of the panel and to be connected
therewith, so as to bind and maintain the
covering upon the panel.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide an improved panel covering having
corner pockets for receiving certain corners
of the panel frame, whereby tle covering is
held upon the frame and also to provide the
covering with a flap secured along one of its
edges and arranged to extend over and to be
connected with the back of the frame.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a unitary upholstered panel, including
a covering and frame having a border wire,
the covering having secured upon one of its
edges a flap arranged to extend over the
back of the frame with its extremity encir-
cling the border wire and secured thereto by
means of a detachable spring clip.

Serial No. 393,038.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention comprises certain novel forms of
construction and - arrangement of parts,
which will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed and claimed, it being understood
that the construction shown is susceptible to
various modifications without departing
from the spirit of the invention as expressed
in the claims.

A structure constituting one embodiment
of the invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings in which:

Figure T is a plan view of the body of
a vehicle showing the application of the im-
proved panels to the sides of the front and
rear seats of the vehicle.

Figure II is a view looking at the back of
one of the improved. panels.

IFigure TIT is a sectional view taken on
line IIT—IIT of Figure IT.

Figure I'V is a sectional view taken on line
IV of Figure IT and

Figure V is a rear view of a panel having
a modified form of frame construction.

Similar reference numerals refer to sim-
ilar parts throughout the several views of
the drawings.

In the construction of the upholstered seat
panels for automobiles and other vehicles,
and particularly the side or end panels of
the seat, three of the edges are usnally con-
cealed, the bottom and back edges by the ends
of the seat and seat back panels respectively
and the top edge, by being extended under
an inturned flange of the vehicle body, thus
leaving the front edge of the panel exposed
and thereby making 1t necessary to construct
the same so as to give it a finished appear-
ance. However, this construction may be
varied from time to time and it is to be
understood that the present invention is not
limited to a panel having only one of its
edges provided with a finished appearance,
but comprehends broadly a panel, the cover-
ing of which carries one or more extensions
adapted for quick and ready attachment to
the frame of the panel and which may be
combined with the edge of the covering
to form a bead, if so desived, whereby such
edge or edges will afford a finished appear-
ance. .

In carrying out thisidea, I provide a panel
frame which may comprise a border wire 10
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with which is connected the interwoven wires
11 as shown in Figure II of the drawings, or
it may comptise a border wire 12 the sides of
which are connected by the strips 13 as
shown in Figure V. Superimposed upon the
frame is'a-flexible board 14, such as card-
board or the like and upon the top of the
board is disposed a layer of any suitable pad-
ding material as indicated at 15. The cover-
ing 16 of the panel is preferably provided
along certain of its edges with a beaded por-
tion 17:which may be formed by sewing o

. strip to the edfg'e of the covering, as indicated

in Figure IV, or by folding the édge in-
wardly and -securing it by stitching, if de-
sired. The beaded edges 17 of the covering
are preferably secured to the border wire of

+. the frame by means of the spring clips .18,
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which are easily attached or removed and
which firmly grip the beaded portion of the
covering to secure it upon the border wire of
the frame. At one or more of the corners of
the frame, pockets 19 are provided upon the
‘covering, into which project the corner por-
tions-of the frame as shown in Figures IT
and -V. The pockets serve to prevent dis-
placement of the covering upon the frame
and are formed by cutting the material in
the shape indicated by dotted lines in Fig-
ures IT and V, to provide the flared portions
20, which are folded inwardly and stitched
along the line 21 and which are also tied by
the beaded strip 17 encircling and sewed to
the inner edges of said flared portions. The
beaded edge 22 at the front of the covering
has connected therewith the base portion of
the triangular shaped flap 23, as by stitching
or otherwise, the flap being extended across
the back of the frame with its extremity en-
circling the border wire, as indicated in Fig-
ure IV, the flap being secured preferably by
means of the metallic spring clip 24, al-
though it may be secured otherwise as by
stitching. By this construction the entire
front edge of the covering, or any of the
other edges thereof, may be firmly secured
and bound upon the frame by means: of a
single clip or other holding member and at
_the same time the edge of the covering at the
base of the flap will have a finished appear-
-ance and be free from any visible attaching
or securing means. The side panels 25 of the
front seat of the vehicle arve preferably -pro-
vided with a smooth covering while the
_panels 26 for the rear seat may be pleated as
indicated in Figure I. -
While I have shown only one flap or ex-
tended attaching portion on the covering in-
-dicated in the drawings, it will be under-
stood that several of these triangnlar flaps
may be extended from one or more of the
sides of the covering transversely or longi-
-tudinally across the back of the frame (de-
.pending upon the length of the same) and
secured to the sides' thereof and it will be

a covering for the frame having corner
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further understood that the shape of the
flaps or extensions may be other than of
triangular construction.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
padding material disposed upon the front
side of the frame and a covering for the
padding material having a flap secured ap-
proximately along one entire edge thereof
and extended across the back of the frame
and connected to the opposite side thereof.

2. Anupholstery unit comprising a frame,
padding material disposed upon the front of
the frame, a covering for the padding ma-
terial and a triangular flap overlying the
back of the frame having its base portion
connected to the covering at one edge of the
frame and its apex secured to the frame at
an opposite edge thereof. :

3. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
a covering for the frame having corner
pockets adapted to receive the correspond-
ing corners of the frame whereby the cover
is held against displacement, filling material
disposed between the covering and frame,
and a flap secured along one edge of the
cover and connected to the frame at its op-
Posite side. ‘

4. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
pockets adapted to receive the correspond-
ing corners of the frame and a triangular
flap extending over the back of the frame
having. its base secured to the covering at
one edge of said frame and having its apex
secured to the opposite edge of said frame.
5. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
a-covering for the frame, corner pockets
forming a part of said cover and adapted
to recerve the corresponding corners of the
frame, a triangular flap secured along. one
side of the cover and extending across the
back of the frame, means for securing the
extended portion of the flap to the frame,
and means for securing the cover to the
frame independent of the flap.

6. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
padding material disposed upon the frame, a
covering for the padding material having
one side secured to-one edge portion of the
frame and the opposite side provided with a
triangular extension overlying. the back of
the frame and extending to and secured
upon said first frame edge portion.

7. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
padding material disposed upon the frame, a

.covering for the padding material having

certain of its edge portions secured to the
sides of the frame and another edge portion
provided with a triangular extension overly-
ing the back of the frame and having its
extremity disposed beneath one of said se-
cured edge -portions. ,

8. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
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padding material disposed upon the frame,
a covering upon the padding material
having certain of its edges connected
with the sides of the frame and having a
beaded edge along another side of the frame,
a triangular flap upon the back of the frame
having its base pertion connected with and
forming a part of said beaded edge and
its extremity disposed upon the opposite side
of the frame and means securing said flap
to the frame.

9. An upholstery unit comprising a frame,
padding material disposed upon said frame,
and a covering for the frame and padding

18 material, said covering being secured at one

8

edge to the adjacent edge of the frame and
having a tapering flap at its opposite edge
which overlaps the back of the frame and is
secured thereto at the first mentioned edge.

10. An upholstery unit comprising a
frame, padding material disposed upon the
frame and a covering for the frame having
certain of its edges terminating upon and
secured to the edges of the frame and hav-
ing a continuously narrowing portion ex-
tending across the back of the frame with
its extremity secured to the frame adjacent
one of said edges,

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature.

ADOLPH H. LICHTER.
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