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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit knownthatl, WiLLIAM G. CREIGHTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Norwood Park, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Electric Conduit-
Tubes; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description-
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, and to the letfers of reference marked
thereon.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements .-in electric conduit-
tubes, and is designed more particularly as
animprovement npon the construction shown
in my patent, No. 876,429.

It has for its objects among others to form
the tube and rail together and to provide an
improved slot-closer which shall work verti-
cally, being raised by the traveling contact,
and means being provided to prevent the
closer from falling into the conduit.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

Figurel is a cross-section of a tube and rail,
on an enlarged scale, embodying myimprove-
ments, Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a tie
with the rails in cross-section, Fig. 3is aside
elevation of aportion of the slot-closer. Fig.
4 is a side elevation of the traveling contact.
Fig, 5 is a section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 4.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views in which they
oceur,

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates a hollow tube of
any desired shape, having cast integral there-
with or rigidly bolted or otherwise secured
thereto the rail A’, which may be of any de-
sired shape. The tube hasone side A? made
removable to provide for aceess to the inte-
rior for the purpose of providing convenient
means of repairing the interior mechanism
when necessary. This removable portion
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may be held in place in any suitdble manner.
It is shown as provided with a lug or flange
a, through which and a corresponding lug o’
on the other portion of the tube pass bolts a?,
as seen in Fig. 1. The tube is provided upon
its upper face with a slot ¢?, which, instead of
extending in a straight line, extends for a
short distance vertically, then horizontally,
as seen ab a!, and then again vertically, as
seen at ¢’, and communicating with the inte-
rior of the tube, as clearly shown in Fig. 1.
The two vertical portions of the slot are in
different planes. The main body of the tube
or the rail has a depending flange af, as seen
in Fig. 1, which serves to prevent vertical dis-
placement of the traveling contact and also
preventsingress of dirt and other matter into
the tube.

Within the tube on the sides are secured
the brackets B, which may be secured in po-
sition in any suitable manner, preferably by
the bolts b, which extend outside the tube,
whereby they can be adjusted when desired.
In these brackets are secured the insulated
tubes C. The brackets and tubes are pro-
vided upon their under sides with longitudi-
nal slots 0, as seen in Fig. 1, and D isa trav-
eling contact which passes through the slot
in the tube A, being provided with an angled
portion d to conform to the shape of the slot,
as seen in said Fig. 1, and attached to the cen-
ter of a piece of metal E. On each end of this
piece is a wheel . The tubes are preferably
constructed of aluminum or aluminum and
brass or other metal thoroughly insulated.

G- are the wires connected with the travel-
ing contact,

The main portion of the tube beneath the
flat portion of the rail has a slot or passage
¢, in which is arranged a jointed slot-closer
H, which may be made of any suitable mate-
rial. It is raised by the contact therewith of
the horizontal portion of the traveling contact
and falls as soon as it has passed. A lug or
projection £ is formed within the slot or pas-
sage ¢, as seen in Fig. 1, to prevent the slot-
closer from falling too far. '

The electrical connections may ke made in
any suitable manner—as, for instance, as
shown in my patent above referred to,

What I claim as new ig-—
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- 1. A combined tube and rail provided with

an angular slot for the passage of the travel-
ing contact and a slot for the slot-closer and
a depending flange between the two with a
lug to limit the downward movement of the
latter, as set forth.

2. The combination, with the combined
tube and rail with angular slot and a longi-
tudinal passage parallel with the upper ver-
tical portion of the slot and a lug opposite
the horizontal portion of said slot, of a verti-

cally-movable jointed slot-closer arranged in
said passage above said lug, substantially as
specified.

In testimony that I claim the abeve I have 15
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. :

WILLIAM G. CREIGHTON.,

Witnesses:
T. B. CLEAVELAND,
Jas. H, O’NEILL.




