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- UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

LOUIS SANDERS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

MAIL-BAG.

SPECIFICATION forming parh of Letters Patent No. 632,151, dated August 29, 1899,
Application filed June 17,1899, Serial No, 720,977, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LOUIS SANDERS, of the
city of New York, borough of Brooklyn, in
the county of Kings and State of New York,
have invented a newand Improved Mail-Bag,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. '

The object of my invention is to provide a
mouth-controlling and mouth-locking device
for mail-bags, which device will effectually
hold the mouth of the mail-bag open to re-
ceive its contents and which will also effec-
tually act to hold the mouth closed and where-
by the manipulation of the mechanism at the
mouth of the bag may be expeditiously and
conveniently accomplished.

A further object of the invention is to con-

struet the mouth-controlling mechanism of-

the bag in a very simple yet durable and eco-
nomic manner and to provide a receptaecle for
a card of destination in which the card will
be automatically retained when the mouth-
controlling mechanism is locked and released
when said mechanism is opened.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
eate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the mouth
portion of a mail-bag having my improve-
ment applied thereto, the mouth of the mail-
bag being closed and locked. Fig.2 isaview
similar to Fig.1,in which the lock is removed
and the locking mechanism is in position to
permit the mouth of the bag to be opened.
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the mouth por-
tion of a mail-bag with the closing-flap lifted.
Tig. 4 is a transverse section on the line 4 4 of
Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section on the
line 5 5 of Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is a horizontal sec-
tion on the line 6 6 of Fig. 2. Fig. 7isatrans-
verse section on the line 7 7 of Fig. 1. Fig. 8
is a transverse section on theline 8 8 of Fig. 1.
Tig. 9 is a detail edge view of the locking-
slide for the lateh, illustrating the manner in
which the sections may be carried at angles
to one another; and Fig. 10is afront elevation
of the mouth portion of the bag, the mouth of

the bag being closed, the said view illustrat-
ing a slight modification in the construction
of the locking mechanism.

The bag consists, as usual, of a front A, a
back A’, and a flap B that extends from the
back over the mouth of the bag at the front,
and the front and back of the bag are con-
nected at the sides in any suitable or ap-
proved manner. The bottom may be made
by continuing the material from the front to
the back or by introducing sections of ma-

‘terial, as may be required. Theflap I3 of the

bag is provided with a keeper C, and the front
A of the bag is provided with a latch device D.

The keeper C comprises a_body consisting
of a front plate 10 and a back plate 11, either
connected or made integral, the two plates
receiving between them the free end portion
of the flap B and a locking member 12, that
is preferably in alinement with the back plate
11 of the body, as shown in Figs. 7 and 8.
This locking member 12 is provided-with a
series of bayonet or angle slots 13, the trans-
verse members whereof extend through the
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bottom edge of the said locking member 12

of the keeper C, as is shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3,
and 10.

The keeper C is constructed inlongitudinal
sections, and if two sections- are employed
they are connected by a single hinge 14, as
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. ~If the keeper is
made in more sections than two, more hinges
must be employed, as shown in Fig. 10; but
1 desire it to be understood that I do not limit
myself to any number of sections ‘in which
the keeper may be made.

At one end of the keeper Ca casing or tag-
holder 15 is formed upon the front surface of
the body of said keeper, as shown in Figs. 1,
2, 5, and 6.
vided with an opening 16, which exposesany
name on the tag 17 introduced into the holder.
The outer end of the tag-holder or casing is
provided with an opening 18, that registers
with an opening 19 in the front plate 10 of
the body of the keeper and an opening 19* in
the back plate 11 of the body of the keeper,
as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, and when the lock-
ing member of a padlock C'is passed-through
the openings 18, 19, and 19° and through a
portion of a latch D, to be. hereinafter de-
seribed, the padlock or its equivalent will
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serve the dual purpose of securely locking
the mouth of the bag closed and of retaining
the tag 17 in its holder, as shown in Fig. 3.

The latch D is located upon the front face
of the front member A of the bag at a desired
point below the upper edge of the said front
member of the bag, which upper edge is usu-
ally provided with a binding @. This latch
consists of a box slideway or easing 20, pref-
erably provided with flanges 21, which flanges
are secured to the bag by passing rivets 23 or
their equivalents through the flanges and the
front member A of the bag and through a
stay-plate 22, located upon the inner face of
said front member of the bag, as shown in
Figs. 7and 8. The box easing or slideway 20
is made in spaced-apart sections, and the
spaces between the sectionssustain the same
relative position to the front A of the bag as
the hinges 14 of the keeper C sustain to the
flap B of the bag. »

A slide 24 has end movement in the box
slideway or casing 20, and said slide is con-
structed in sections. The said sections are
connected by hinges 25, which hinges occur
at points within the spaces intervening the
sections of the box slideway or casing 20, as
is illustrated is Fig. 3. Each section of the
slide 24 is provided with one or more pins 26,
having suitable heads, and when the flap and
its attached keeper are closed over the slide
these pins are adapted to enter the angle or
bayonet slots 13 produced in the said keeper.
In order that the pins 26 may have play in
the box slideway or casing 20, said box slide-
way or casing is provided with longitudinal
slots 22°, adapted to register with the hori-
zontal portions of the angle or bayonet slots
13 when the flap B is closed over the mouth
of the bag, as shown in Fig. 1.

The slide 24 is provided with finger-grip
27 at the end corresponding to the end of the
keeper at which the tag-holder 15 is placed.

" The said grip-section 27 of the slide is pro-
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vided with an upward extension 28, having.
an aperture 29, and when the slide has been
moved inward sufficiently to carry the studs
or pins 26 to the closed ends of the horizontal
members of the angle or bayonet slots 13 the
extension 28 of the grip-section of the slide
24 will pass beneath the locking member 12
of the keeper C and the aperture 29 in the
slide will be in registry with the apertures 19
and 19° in the keeper C and the aperture 18
in the tag-holder, so that the locking member
of the padlock C’ or other form of fastening
device employed may be passed through all
of these registering slots, thus rendering it
impossible to open the bag when the flap is
closed and likewise rendering it impossible

for the tag 17 to escape from its holder.

In the operation of the device, the mouth
of the bag being open, the mouth portion may
be spread by breaking the keeper C at its
hinges, so that the hinges will be rearwardly
projected, and breaking the latech at the
hinged connection of the slide 24, so that the

hinges of the slide will be projected for-
wardly—-—that is to say, when the mouth of the
bag is to be held open the keeper is broken
in a rearwardly direction at its hinged con-
nection and thelatch in aforwardly direction
at its hinged connection. After the bag has
received its contents the slide 24 is drawn
outward or its grip-section 27 is carried later-
ally from the box slideway or casing 20, as
shown in Figs. 2and 8. However, it mmay not
be necessary to thus manipulate the slide,
since it may be in such position when the
mouth of the bag is closed. The slide having
been drawn outward as far as possible, the
flap B is folded over the mouth until the
locking member 12 of the keeper C rests upon
the outer face of the box casing or slideway
20. The entrance of the angle or bayonet
slots 13 will now be opposite the pins or studs
26 of the slide 24, and by ecarrying the keeper
C downward the pins or studs 26 will enter
the horizontal members of the said bayonet
or angle slots 13. The slide 24 of the lateh is
now carried inward until the studs strike the
inner or left-hand ends of the longitudinal
members of the bayonet-slots 13 and the
guide-slots 22* in the box slideway or casing,
as shown in Fig. 1. The tag 17 having been
placed in the holder 15 the locking member
of the padlock C’ or other locking device em-
ployed is passed through the openings 18 in
the tag-holder, the openings 19 and 19% in the
keeper, and the opening 29 in the extension
of the grip portion of the slide 24, as shown
in Figs. 5 and 6, securely locking the mouth
of the bag in a closed position and the tagin
its holder. It is evident that by removing
the padlock C’ and drawing the slide out-
wardly the keeper may be quickly detached
from the latch and the mouth of the bag
opened and spread apart and, if desired, the
tag changed in the tag-holder,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination with a mail-bag havin g
amouth and a flap arranged to close over said
mouth, of a keeper formed of hinged con-
nected sections attached to the flap of the bag
and formed with slots, a box-casin g formed of
spaced-apart sections attached to the mouth
of the bag, and a slide formed of hinged con-
nected sections, the hinge of which is located
in the space between the sections of the cas-
ing, the said slide being formed with pins
adapted to enter the said slots, as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. In a mail-bag, alatch and keeper for the
mouth of the bag,the said keeper beingformed
of hinged sections arranged for attachment
to the flap and provided with slots, and the
latch consisting of a box-casing arranged for
attachment to the mouth of the bag and
formed of spaced-apart sections formed with
a series of elongated slots, and a slide formed
of hinged sections fitted to slide in said casing
and having headed studs working in said slots
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and arranged to be received in the slots of the
keeper, the hinge of said slide being located
in the space between the sections of the cas-
ing, as set forth.

3. In a mail-bag, a keeper and a latch for
the mouth of the bag, the said keeper consist-
ing of a sectional plate, the sections whereof
have hinged connection, and means for at-
tachment to a bag, each section of the plate
being provided also with angular slots in its
lower portion, the latch comprising a box slide-
way or casing constructed in sections, said
sections having means for attachment to the
bag, a slide having end movement in the box
slideway or casing, the said slide being con-
structed in hinge-connected sections, the po-
sition of the hinges in the slide substantially
corresponding in position to the position of
the hinges in the keeper, headed pins pro-
jected from the said slide, and passed through
guide-slots in the box slideway or casing of
the Jatch, the said pins being adapted to enter
the angular slots in the said keeper, and
means, substantially as described, for locking
the slide of the lateh to said keeper.

4. In a mail-bag, the combination, with the
mouth portion of the bag and the flap at the
said mouth, of a keeper secured to the said

flap, which keeper consists of a plate con-
structed in sections, the sections having a
hinged connection and each section having
angular slots produced in its lower portion, a
lateh consisting of a box casing or slideway
secured to the outer face of the outer mem-
ber of the body of the bag, said box-casing
being constructed in sections and provided
with guide-slots in its front face, a slide hav-
ing end movement in the said box casing or
slideway, the slide being provided with head-
ed pins adapted to extend through the guide-
slots in the box casing or slideway and to enter
the angular slots in the keeper, the slide be-
ing further constructed in sections which see-
tions have hinged connection, the location of
the hinges in the slide corresponding practi-
cally to the location of the hinges connecting
the sections of the keeper, a tag-holder car-
ried by the said keeper, and means, substan-
tially as described for simultaneously locking -
the latch-slide to the keeper and the tag in 5
the tag-holder.
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LOUIS SANDERS.

Witnesses:
J. FRED. ACKER,
~ EVERARD BOLTON MARSHALL.
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