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The present invention relates to a holder for
toothbrushes and other articles, and has specific
reference to an improved holder which suspends
such articles by their heads in an enclosed cas-~
ing.

It is a primary object of this invention to pro-
vide a holder of the character described which
has a casing with forwardly opening channel
members which are firmly held in an open posi-
tion when the article is removed from.the holder
and which are firmly held in a closed position
when the article is placed within the holder.

Another object of this invention is to provide
2 holder of the character described having a
slotted bottom so that a portion of the article
to be held thereby depends from the bottom of
the holder.

Another object of this invention is to provide
means associated with a support for the article
to be held, which open and close the channel
members as the article is pulled outwardly or
pushed inwardly of the holder.

Still another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a holder of the character deseribed in which
the channel members snap to an open or closed
position to be retained in either position until
force is applied to overcome the snapping ac-
tion.

Yet another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a holder of the character described in which
the article is carried in the holder by a hori-
Zontally movable clamp attached to means as-
sociated with the channel members in such man-
ner that the channel members may be opened or
closed as the clamp is moved to a limited extent
inwardly and outwardly of the holder by pushing
and pulling an extensible portion of the article
to be held.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a holder of the character described which is
economical and easy to manufacture in quantity
and which is at the same time attractive and
bleasing in appearance. '

With these and other objects and advantages
in view, which will become more apparent during
the course of the following description, the in-
vention consists in the features and combina-
tions hereinafter set forth.

In order to make the invention more fully
understood, preferred embodiments thereof have
been made the subject of illustration in the ac-
companying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an article
holder embodying the principles of this inven-
tion with the holder in open position and an
article held therein;

Figure 2 is a horizontal cross section of the
holder of Figure 1 taken along the line 2—2
thereof with the article removed; and

Figure 3 is a horizontal cross section of a modi-
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2,
fied construction of a holder embodying. the prin-
ciples of this invention.

In its briefest form the present invention em-
bodies a holder for toothbrushes or other articles
which has g casing for attachment to-a wall or
other support. This casing has forwardly open-
ing channel members- hinged thereto- and con-
tains a. clamp for holding the article. A slotted
bottom is provided in the casing for allowing
an extended member- of - the article, such as- a
handle, to protrude below the casing. The-clamp
is attached to horizontally movable- members
having free ends secured to the channel mem-
bers. By inserting the article in-the casing and
within the clamp-and moving the artiele inwardly
of the holder, the channel members-are closed:
When the extended- member- of: the- article- is
moved forwardly of the casing the clamp and-the
horizontally movable- members are- also- moved
forwardly to open the-channel members. It is
further contemplated that means be provided
for maintaining the channel members in- open
and closed position- respectively.

Referring to the drawings, Figures 1 and 2
show a holder of the present invention generally
designated as 10. This holder-comprises a casing
{i having a top member- 12 and g bottom mem-
ber i3. The bottom 13 has a radial slot: 14.de~
signed therein as shown. A bracket: member: 15
is secured to the rear of the casing 1| for mount-
ing same on a wall or other support..

Channel members I6 and {7 are: hingedly
mounted at {8 and 19 respectively on the casing
11 so that they may swing-outwardly therefrom.
Brackets 20 and- 21: are attached. to:the.inner
surfaces of the channel members:as-shown. A
spring member 22 having.oppoesed lateral sides
23 and 24 and an.inner clamp 25 at the:.closed
end thereof is positioned- for horizontal move-
ment within the holder. An-article such-as. a -
toothbrush 26 is shown in Figure. 1l being. in-
serted into the holder so that it may be:suspended
by its head within clamp 25. An extended mem-
ber 27 which in the case.of a. toothbrush. will
be the handle therecf is shown passing through
slot 14 in the bottom member 13 of.the. holder.

The opposed free ends-of the. spring member
22- are hingedly mounted at:28.and:29 on the
brackets 28 and 21 of the channel members
16 and {7 respectively.

The holder of this invention is designed to
house and carry an article such as a toothbrush
so that the working portions thereof will be sup-
ported in a clean condition free from contact
with other objects. In using the holder, as-
suming it to be open, i. e. with the channel mem-
bers firmly held in open position, and the clamp
or support member somewhat forward of the
casing center, a toothbrush or other article hav-
ing a working head and an elongated handle is




oy

pushed into the elamp so that the throat of the
article is grabbed fhereby. By continuing to
force the article as it is in vertical position in-
wardly of the casing, the clamp moves inwardly
pulling the spring member inwardly also. As the
spring moves inwardly its opposed sides eon-
verge, thus drawing the channel members in-
wardly with them and closing the casing. The
spring will tend to carry the article inwardly of
the casing and close the channel members by
itself, due to the tension therein after the spring
reaches the point of greatest compression. This
point is reached somewhere midway between the
opened and closed position of the holder when
the ends of the brackets on the channel mem-
bers pass closest to one another as they move in
an arc during closing of the channel members.
This spring tension snaps the holder closed and
holds it closed.

When it is desired to open the holder and re-
move the article held thereby, one need merely
grasp the handle extending below the casing and
pull the article outwardly of the casing. This
will draw the clamp member outward, which in
turn will push the spring member forward fto
open the channel members and expose the ar-
ticle. After passing a certain point in their arcu-
ate movement forward the channel members will
snap to the full open position. This point is
where the spring is at its greatest compression,
after which the spring starts to expand again as
the brackets on the channel members swing in
a wider arc. By simply twisting the articie from
the vertical in a quick motion, it will snap clear
of the clamp and be freed from the holder for
use.

It will be apparent, therefore, that when the
channel members of this device are closed by the
insertion of an article, they will stay firmly
closed. There is no chance of the channel mem-
bers falling ajar and thereby defeating the pur-
pose of an enclosed sanitary holder. The same
advantage of this snap action in closing the hold-
er applies when the channel members are open.
When the article is in use said members will stay
open, always ready to receive the article with-
out the user having to take the time and trou-
ble of using anything but the article itself for
closing the holder. In short, the holder of this
invention snaps open and stays open and snaps
shut and stays shut.

Pigure 3 discloses a modified form of holder
embodying some of the prineiples of the present
invention. In this construction a clamp 30 is
mounted on a backing plate 31 which is con-
nected by bars 32 and 33 to channel members 16
and 17 respectively. These bars are hinged at 34
and 35 to the backing plate and at 36 and 37
to the channel members.

While the invention has been described with
reference to particular embodiments, it will be
understood that various changes may be made,
such as the size, shape and arrangement of parts
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or by the substitution of equivalents without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention. Ac-
cordingly, it is intended that the scope of the
invention be limited only as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A holder for articles having a head and a
handle comprising a casing, an opening defined
by said casing for the admission of the head and
part of the handle of the article, a slotted sup-
port forming the bottom portion of the holder,
said slot extending towards the opening and
adapted to engage the base of the head of the ar-
ticle for support purposes, a pair of doors hinged-
ly mounted on said casing to close the opening
after the article has entered the slot and hinged
to open outwardly therefrom, resilient means
hingedly connecting the pair of doors, and a
clamping means formed by bending the connect-
ing means inwardly intermediate its extremi-
ties, to receive the upper portion of the handle
of the article, said clamping means registering
with said slot, and said connecting means plac-
ing tension on the doors when the article is posi-
tioned in the clamping means and forced into
the slot within the casing, thereby forcing the
doors to close.

2. A holder for articles having a head and a
handle comprising a casing, an opening defined
by said casing for the admission of the head and
part of the handle of the article, a slotted sup-
port forming the bottom portion of the holder,
said slot extending towards the opening and
adapted to engage the base of the head of the
article for support purposes, a pazir of doors
hingedly mounted on szid casing to close the
opening after the article has entered the slot and
hinged to open outwardly therefrom, a backing
plate mounted on the bottom portion behind the
slot, a pair of bars, each bar hingedly connecting
an extremity of the backing plate and a door, a
clamping means mounted on the backing plate
intermediate the ends thereof and registering
with the slot, said clamping means being adapted
to receive the upper portion of the handle of the
article, and said connecting bars placing tension
on the doors when the article is positioned in the
clamping means and forced into the slot within
the casing, thereby forcing the doors to close.
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