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8 Claims.

“This invention relates to a tenter link or clip,

and has for one’ of its objects the provision of
simple and effective means for reieasably retain-
ing the-swinging: Jaw of the clip out’ of ‘engage-
ment with the fixed jaw durmg the retum move=

ment-of the clip for another engagement with the v

traveling web'of cloth.

Another object-of this invention is“the pro-:

vision ‘of a construction the" jaw of ‘which may
be opened and released from open position from
the face of the clip whereby a plurality. of super-
imposed  clips may be independently operated
without interference W1th each other.

Another object of the inventlon is the provision‘
of & constructlon for holdmg ‘and releasing the
‘swingmg jaw ‘as des1red and which will ‘oper=

ate in:conjunction with ‘8 plurality of superim-
posed swmgmg Jaw structures independently of
each other. :

With these and other obJects in view, the in—

.vention ‘consists of cerfain novel features of con-

struction, as will be more fully described and par-
ticularly pomted out in'the appended claims
- In the accompanying drawing —

Fig. lisa side elevatwn ofa tenter link equipped
with thls invention. "

Fig. 2'is a central sect10nal v1ew ‘thereof with‘

the swinging jawsheld in’ open pos1tion
. Fig. 3 is a face view,; ‘and
- Fig, 4is & perspective view With parts broken

away showing the latch”engaging the “control -

member: for mamtaimng the Jaw in raised posi-
tion; -

PFig. 5 isa perspective view of the swingmg jaw
with the latch mounted thereon.
" In the use of tenter chains it is frequently
desirable to-provide a.construction whereby the
swinging jaw is maintained out of engagement
with the fixed jaw during the return of the link
from its position of gripping the cloth. In some

‘tentering machines there are used as tenter links

constructions having super:mposed means for sep-
arately gripping a plurality of traveling webs,
one superimposed over the .other,-and in such
constructions the known form of means for hold-
ing the jaws open during return movement cdan-

-.mot be used as they are mounted on the top and
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require releasing from the top of the link; and’

in order that the swinging jaw may be held open

-in a link having superimposed clips, I have pro- -

vided a latch which is mounted on the swinging

Jjaw  and protrudes from the face thereof and
which may be released by engagement with the .

arm of the latch protruding from- the -face as

-well as opened by engagement with the face, and

(CL 26——62)

thus each swmging Jaw' operates entu‘ely 1nde-
pendently ‘of the other and ‘any’ desued number
.of superimposed structures may be prov1ded with-

* cut, interference’ with the latch mechanism;’ and -

the followmg is a detailed descnption of -the
pr esent embodiment. of this invention illustrating
the preferred means- by whlch these advanta—
geous results may be accomplished; - :

With, reference to the drawing, ln de51gnates
the base of ‘the tenter hnk which is: prov1ded w1th
an ear 1/ atb, one end: thereof and:a pair of ears
{2 at the other end thereof spaced apart a dis-.
tance to receive the ear. {=of another hnk and

g
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be attached thereto by the usual. pivot pin” (not

shown) “to connect the lmks in cham forma-
tion. ‘

The superstructure on the body of this tenter
chain“link " consists”of a-support I3 havmg ‘an
overhanging portion- 14 and ‘a shelf portion 15
between, the body and the over hangmg portlon 14,
The base portion prov1des one fixed jaw. (6 while
thé"shelf portion ‘provides another fixed jaw 1T
and’ cooperating with these ﬁxed ‘Jjaws there are

15

—pivotally mounted the swinging Jaws 18- and 19, -

with the jaw (8 pivoted as at-20 to the lower por-
tion of the shelf 15 and the jaw [9° pivoted as at
2l to the overhanging arm 14 of the. support 13,

25

The swinging jaws are each hung to move- by ‘

grav1ty towards ‘their ﬁxed jaws ‘and "are. con-
trolled in their swinging movement by the feeler
members 22, 23" engaging ‘the roller 24 provxded
on the rearwardly extending arms 25 of. each of
the swinging’ jaws. "These control feeler mem-
bers rest upon the cloth in“the usual “manner
holding the. jaw out of engagement therewith
until the edge of the cloth passes beyond the edge
of the feeler members and the slot 26 after which
the jaw drops quickly into engagement with the
fabric and retains it in the desired position.

In order that the swinging jaws 18 and 19 may
be maintained in open engagement, as illustrated
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in Fig. 2; I have provided latches 27 and 28 on .

the swinging jaws {8 and 19 pivoted between the
ears 29 and 30 provided on each swinging jaw
with each latch of a sufficient length to engage
the “control member and prevent its falling by

gravity when in raised position, as illustrated in’
Pig. 2.0 The latches 2T or 28 fall by gravity into

engagement with the control member and by
reason of the length of the parts their tendency
each . to fall by gravity causes tighter engage-
ment and prevents dropping of either gate l8
or 19.

The latches are each’ prov1ded with arms 31
and 32 which extend forwardly from the face of
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the tenter link and by movement of this arm
downwardly the latch is lifted permitting the con-
trol member to drop and the gate to fall so that
the swinging jaws will engage the fabric or lower
jaw as desired.

By the provision of a construction of this char-
acter with the arms 31 or 32 extending forwardly
and at substantially right angles to the swinging
jaw when in closed position, I provide a con-

‘struction which may-be utilized upon any number

of superimposed clips on the chain link and be
readily operable from thé face thereof.

tion of the machine engaging the thickened por-

tion 33 on the face of each of the Jaws for open—.u

ing the same from the face thereof.

- The foregoing .description is directed solely :

towards the construction illustrated, but T desire
it to be understood that I reserve the prxvﬂege of

resorting to all the mechanical changes to which

the device is susceptible, the invention being de-
fined and limited only by the terms of. the. ap-
pended claims... ..

I claim:— "

1. A tenter clip having a fixed Jaw a._cooperat-
ing pivotally mounted swinging jaw, a latch piv-
otally mounted on the swinging jaw, between the
pivot of said jaw and the gripping edge thereof
means including a feeler member cooperating
with the latch to-hold the swinging jaw in open
position, said latch provided with an arm pro-
truding from the face of the swinging jaw to be
engaged for tripping the latch for closing the
swinging jaw.

2. A tenter clip ha,vmg a. ﬁxed Ja,W, a,'cooper-
ating pivotally mounted gravity actuated swing-
ing jaw, a gravity actuated latch pivotally
mounted on the swinging jaw, between the pivot
of said jaw and the gripping edge thereof means
comprising a feeler member cooperating with the
latch to hold the swinging jaw in open position,
said latch provided with an arm protruding from
the face of the swinging jaw and at.an angle to
the plane of the same when in closed position to
be engaged for tripping the latch for closmg the
swinging jaw.

3. A tenter clip having. a ﬁxed jaw, a cooper-
ating pivotally mounted swinging jaw, a feeler
member for controlling the closing movement of
said swinging jaw, a latch pivotally mounted on
said swinging jaw between the pivot of said jaw
and the gripping edge thereof and engageable
with said feeler member for. maintaining the
swinging jaw in open "position.

Further,.
this construction does not interfere with a por- .
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4. A tenter clip ha.vmg a ﬁxed jaw, a cooper-
ating pivotally mounted swinging jaw, a feeler
member for controlling the closing movement of
said swinging jaw, a laich pivotally mounted on
sald swinging jaw between the pivot of said jaw
and the gripping edge thereof and engageable
with . said feeler member for maintaining the
swinging jaw in open position, said latch having
an arm protruding forwardly from.the face of
the swinging jaw to be engaged for tripping the
latch to permit closing of the swinging jaw.
‘5. A tenter clip having a fixed jaw, a cooper-
ating pivotally mounted gravity actuated swing-

“ing “jaw, a feeler member for controlling the

closing movement of said swinging jaw, a gravity

- .actuated latch pivotally mounted on said swinging
-jaw between the pivot of said jaw and the grip-

ping edge thereof and engageable with said feeler
member for maintaining the swinging jaw in open
position.

6. A tenter clip having a fixed jaw, a cooperat-
ing. inotally mounted gravity actuated movable
Jjaw, a.feeler member for controlling the closing
movement of said movable jaw, a gravity actuated
latch pivetally mounted on said movable jaw be-

_ tween the pivot of said jaw and the gripping edge

thereof and engageable with said.feeler member
for . maintaining the movable jaw. in open
position, -said lateh having. an arm protruding
beyond the face of the movable jaw to be en-
gaged for tripping the latch to permit closing of
the movable jaw.

© 7. Atenter link havmg superlmposed fixed and
swinging jaws, a latch mounted on each swinging
jaw adjacent to the gripping edge thereof, means
cooperating with each latch to hold the swing-
ing jaw in open position, and an arm on each
latch. protruding from the face of the swinging
jaw t0 be engaged to trip the latch for closing
the swinging jaw, means positioned on said.swing-
ing jaw adjacent to the gripping edge thereof to
be engaged for opening said jaw.

"8. A tenter link having superimposed ﬁxed and
swinging jaws, a control member for each swing-
ing Jaw a latch pivotally mounted on each swing-
ing ‘jaw adjacent to ‘the gripping edge thereof
and. engageable. with said control member for
holding each. jaw in open- position, each latch
having an arm extendmg forwardly from the
face of the swinging jaw fto be engaged to trlp
the latch for closing the swinging jaw.

- FRANK A. LANE. .
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