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This invention relates to lighted decorative or-’

naments. and particularly to such lighted:-deco-
rative. ornaments for use- on. Christmas: trees,
wreaths and: the like. : :
Decorative effects on Christmas: trees and: the
like - have heretofore been obtained ‘by the use
of- colored -or uncolored:lights associated or not
associated with. ornaments of’ various' designs,

shapes and forms such as stars and globes made .

from tinsel, foil or ‘the: like. - The decorative
effects: created by such lights: when. associated
with conventional ornaments such as tinsel:stars,
globes and the like, as-& backeround for the light,

have been comparatively drab and ineffective be-

cause such  ornamental backegrounds and: the’

lights, with which ‘they have - been “heretofore
associated; have been-disposed to reflectthe light
merely intensified and in a glare that is. ordi-
narily harmful to:the eyes. : ’

My invention contemplates the proviison of‘an
ornamental reflector -whereby the-light will be
concentrated or refiected in a decorative, pleas-
ing ‘or. ornamental manner providing  pleasing
and ornamental illusory ‘effects surrounding ‘the
source:of ‘light.. = :

My invention: further contemplates the pro-
vision.of ornamental reflectors of the character
described which. create upon illumination theillu-
sionary appearance of luminous ornamental fig-
ures.of specific configuration and of well defined
cutline having a.sélected shape to form.a design
such as stars, crosses, sunbursts, crescents, globes
or the like, surrounding the source of:light:

My invention‘contemplates still: further the
provision of such ornamentsl reflectors’ which
have in association with such illusionary lumi-
nous-ornamental figures surrounding the light,
meéans fer reflecting “halos “of lesser 1uminosity
surrounding the luminous images. :

Still- flirther contemplated by the present in-
vention I provide ornaments of the character de-
scribed -which will’ reflect illusionary designs or
‘illusionary. ‘configurations of the character de-
seribed of differing colors and hues and of vary-
ing intensities and degrees.

Further objects of my invention will e clear.

from the description which follows and from: the
drawing in. which

Fig, 1 is.a. plan view of a decorative ornament -

constructed-in accordance with my.invention.
Fig. 2. is a: side: elevation. of a modification

of-my invention, partially: broken away.

g, 3. is.a plan.view of & further; modification

of my. invention, partially broken. away.

Fig, 4:is a side-elevation and partial section of
o still further:modification: of my invention.

Fig. 5. is:a: perspective view. of the decorative
ornament: illustrated: in Fig: 1.

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a still further modifica-
tion. of my inventiom:

While the accompanying drawing illustrates
the application of my. invention to.ornaments
which. produce the fllusion ‘or. optical effect of-a
radiating luminous star, aura and/or corona. or
a combination thereof, it ‘will.be understood that
the complementary light reflecting planes which
together combine with a source: of illumination
to provide the- novel decorative lighting “effects
may: be adapted to: form. other selected shapes’
and forms. :

Referring now to.the drawing: and more par-
ticularly to. Figures 1, 2 and: 5, I have therein
ilustrated:an.embodiment of my invention which
is adapted to provide & .decorative luminous: or-
nament in the form.of a.five pointed star:

"The ornament frame 10 may be fabricated from
any suitable material such as.paper, cardboard,
fibre board, sheet metal, thermosetting plastics
or the like in the form of & five pointed star hav-
ing. a plurality: of: preferably similar light reflect-
ing elements: 12:extending from the hub 4.

Centrally. disposed. in. the hub, I provide the
light socket receiving aperture "16° in which. a

source: of ‘ilumination; such as the conventional .

light: bulb. 18:is-arranged..

‘-The decorative ornament; is:assembled together
with: the ligsht by inserting the threaded -light
bulb base 20 into.the aperture {6 into engage-
ment: with: the-conventional socket 22, which is
connected to a suitable glectrical current supply
by the electrical wires 24,

The light bulb is serewed into the socket, which
is. thereby urged against the insulating washer
26, secured. to the underside 28:of the ornament
hub, in anyssuitable manner, as by cementing it
thereto. :

The washer: is: formed from any suitable: in-
sulating: material:-and:-is preferably somewhat
resilient' to thereéby:at the same time proevide a
locking washer between the light bulb, socket and
ornament for securing the parts together.

"The insulating washer-is arranged. adjacent
the-ornament aperture concentric therewith and
extends radially beyond the:inner aperture wall,
thereby disposing the insulating: annulus. 30 over
. portion. of: the aperture; the central portion 31
of which washer is: also: apertured to receive the
light bulb. base. inserted. thereinto: upon assem-
bling the parts.
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2 .

It will be seen that I have provided an ex-
tremely simplified insulated structure which
eliminates danger of fire which might be ocea-
sioned by possible short circuiting of the light or
socket and which pbrovides an inexpensive or-
namental frame for the bulh.

In order to provide the novel decorative light-
ing effect' crnaments of the present invention'I
arrange on the frame a plurality of elements
having reflecting surfaces of high intensity which
complement one another to form a figure of defi-
hite and specific configuration and outline, which

figure will appear in the reflected light from the -

light source as an intensely luminous object and
which will be distinctly set off by the base .or
other surrounding non-luminous -portions of the
frame, T

In order to effect such an optical illusion, I
have found that the dimensions of the mirrored
surfaces in relation to the height and diameter
of the light bulk should ‘not be great enough to
reflect’ an outline image:of the bulb but should
be .of such dimensions that the entire mirrored
surfaces reflect the light preferably of even in-
tensity from all parts thereof.

- If desired, in order to further accentuate the
outline of the radially extended mirrored sur-
faces, the said mirrored surfaces may be disposed
on the radially extending elements inwardly of
the outer edges thereof to provide the outline
moulding strips 34, which may be . provided with
a comparatively nonreflecting surface similar to
that of the hub. . . .

I have also found that the illusion and optical
effect created by my novel decorative. ornament
is somewhat intensified by disposing the highly
reflecting surfaces.at an angle to the compara-
tively nonreflecting surface. . The exact angle at
which the highly reflecting surfaces are disposed
is dependent on their dimensions in relation to
the size of the light bulb, but within the limits
above mentioned, namely that the entire mir-
rored: surface reflects the 'light, these surfaces
may be arranged.at any angle from 0. to 90
degrees. : L ’

For the light bulbs ' conventionally  used for

Christmas tree: decorations; I prefer: to arrange
the mirrored surfaces at an angle of 45 degrees
to the comparatively nonreflecting surface.
I have found that in the modification just de-
scribed where the’ radially extending elements
are disposed at.an angle to the hub, the hub may
be provided with g reflecting surface similar to
that of the radially extending .elements. and a
similarly radiating luminous figure is obtained,
though . itg Intensity and  outline definition is
somewhat lessened. . -

If desired, the light bulb: may be tinted any
desirable color, such as purple, gold, blue, green
or the like, which color is reflected by the mir-
rored surface to give the optical impression of a
colored star or the like. :

It will be apparent that the highly reflecting
and comparatively nonreflecting. surfaces may
each, themselves, likewise be tinted by similar
or dissimilar colors and.combined with a tinted
light bulb, the color of which may be selected to
complement and/or merge with the colors of the
different reflecting surfaces, ‘It will be apparent
that innumerable combinations of colors and de-
signs ‘may be effected by changing the figures,
designs and the like, the colors. of ‘their reflect-
ing surfaces and intermingling the colors of the
light bulb:and of the reflecting surfaces-and their
designs. T e e

2,136,780

For example, I have found that an extremely
novel decorative effect may be produced by pro-
viding both the radially extending elements and
the hub portion with similar mirrored surfaces.
The upper bulb portion 36 is tinted with any
desired color, for example blue, and the lower
bulb 38 is uncolored. The length of that part of
the bulb which is colored in relation to the an-
gularly disposed surfaces, is such that only col-
ored light is reflected by them and not by the
hub portion.

The effect produced is quite startling and is
that of a five pointed star having luminously

“colored radiating points and a brightly luminous

centre portion. Different combinations, varia-
tions and effects of this modification will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.

Referring now to Figures 3 and 4, I have there-
in illustrated a modified embodiment of my in-
vention.

In order to provide the optical effect of a
luminous aura or corona, I provide on the orna-
ment frame 48 g plurality of comparatively small
elements 42, which are disposed circumferentially
on the comparatively extended hub portion 44 of
the frame to thereby project radially therefrom
and which elements are provided with surfaces
46 of comparatively high light reflecting power,
such. as . have been hereinabove described. The
extended hub portion is preferably provided with
a surface of contrasting and dissimilar reflecting
power.

Upon association with a light the optical effect
of a radiating luminous aurs, or corona is thereby
produced.

It will be understood that the relative dimen-
sions and angles of the reflecting surfaces and
the light bulb, the combinations of colors, lights
and designs thereof gre governed by the same
considerations enumerated with the description
of the embodiment illustrated in Figures 1, 2
and 5.

. In order to provide a still further novel effect,
I superimpose concentrically therewith the or-
nament frame 40 on g similar ornament frame 48.
- 'The upper and lower ornament frames are se-
cured to the insulating washer 50, interposed
between the frames, in any suitable manner as
by cementing them thereto.

The upper and lower frames are provided re-
spectively with the lisht bulb base receiving
apertures 52 and 54.

The insulating washer is arranged adjacent the
ornament frame apertures, concentric therewith
and extending beyond the side walls thereof to
provide the insulating annulus 56.

The ornament frame and light are assembled
by inserting the threaded light bulb base 58 into
engagement with the conventionsl socket, 60,
which is connected to a source of electric current
supply by the wires 62.

The shoulder 64 of the socket is urged by the

bulb against the washer, which is formed from
any suitable insulating material, preferably re-
silient, to thereby secure the ornament frame
therebetween. :
"~ The under frame 50 is provided with a plu-
rality of radially extending elements 66, which
are preferably arranged intermediate the radial
elements extending on the upper frame to there-
by complement the light reflected by them.

- The under frame radial elements are prefer-
ably provided with a surface of somewhat lower
light reflecting power than that of the adjacent
upper frame radial elements, though it will be
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understood that surfaces of similar light reflect-
ing power may be provided.

This resulting modification of my invention
produces the optical. effect and illusion of two
radiating luminous superimposed auras or co-
ronas.

Tt will be understood that, if desired; the ra-
dially extending elements may e disposed at.an
angle to the frame hub as illustrated in Fig. 4.

Tt will be further understood that the relative

‘dimensions of the reflecting surface of the upper

and lower frames with respect to the light bulb,
their - combinations and colors, lights and de-
signs are governed by the same considerations
enumerated above.

A still further modification of my invention
is illustrated in Fig. 6, wherein the ornament

frame ‘comprises an. upper frame 68, provided
. with a comparatively large number of radially

extending elements 10 and superimposed upon a

lower frame T2 having a surface of different

light reflecting power and provided preferably
with an equal number of radially extending ele-
ments 74, which are arranged to extend inter-
mediately of the upper:frame radial elements.
The surfaces are preferably not mirrored or
highly polished. s

The frames are assembled together on an in-
sulating washer 16, in the. manner heretofore
described and which need not therefore be re-
peated here.

The - reflecting surface of the upper frame
throughout the hub 18 and the radial elements
extending therefrom is the same, the novel dec-
orative effect, upon assembly with a source of
light in the manner heretofore described, resuli-
ing from the reflecting superimposed reflecting
surfaces of contrasting light reflecting power.

The radial extending elements of the ornament
frames of this modification may be disposed at an
angle to the hub portion and the surfaces and
lights tinted with different colors and different
designs ' combined in the manner heretofore
described.

Tt will be apparent that I have provided means
for securing new decorative effects from the as-

sociation with a source of illumination of a -deco-

rative ornament. .

Tt will be further apparent that I have. pro-
vided a novel decorative ornament which, upon
association with a source of jillumination, pro-

3

duces the optical effect of an intensely luminous

figure, design, motif or emblem.

Tt will be still further apparent that decorative

ornaments constructed in accordance with my -~

invention may be arranged in innumerable com-
binations of designs, colors and lights to thereby
provide countless different optical effects.
While the invention has been described in de-
tail with specific examples, such examples are
llustrative and are not given as limitations since

- modifications other than the star, corona or aura,

which have been illustrated and which are with-
in the spirit and scope of the invention, will be
apparent to those skilled in the art. Hence, the
ihvention is to be understood as limited only as
indicated in the appended claims, in which the
intent is to .set. forth all the novelty over the
prior - art.

1 claim: :

1. A decorative ornament for association with
a light source comprising a hub portion having
an opening for the base of the light source -and
having a dull surface, and’ a reflector portion
of selected. outline defining a specific configu-
ration, said reflector portion being of a size and
disposed at an angle relative to the light source
whereby it is adapted to reflect less than a com-
plete image of the light source to thereby-pro-
vide the illusion of a luminous figure of said
specific' configuration. )

2. A decorative ornament for association with
a light source comprising a hub portion having
g, dull surface and an opening for the base of
the light source and a reflector portion com-
prising . a plurality of reflecting elements having
high reflective intensity radiating from the said
base and arranged in selected outline defining
& specific configuration, and a plurality of ele-
ments of comparatively lesser reflective inten-
sity radiating from the said base and extending
beyond the said highly reflective elements, the
said highly reflective elements being of a size
and disposed at an angle relative to the source
of light whereby they are adapted to reflect an
intensely luminous image of the specific config-
uration, and the said reflecting elements of lesser
intensity adapted to reflect a comparatively less
luminous. halo surrounding the said highly lu-
minous image of the specific configuration.
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