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This device relates generally to game pieces and par-
ticularly to game pisces of the type adapted to be slid
over a playing surface.

Indoor games, using hand propelled game pieces in-
ciude the games of shuffleboard, curling and the like
wherein an elevated playing surface is provided and op-
posing players utilize game pieces that may be propelled
over the playing surface to sirike against and knock off
the opponent’s game pieces or that may be propelled with
sufficient accuracy to stop in a scoring area.

In general, the playing pieces comprise some form of
circular weighted disc and it is necessary to maintain the
playing surface in a very clean and highly polished con-
dition if the weighted game pieces are to be operated
thereover with any degree of success.

To overcome the necessity for highly polished play-
ing surfaces, there have been developed patents of the
type described in U.S. 1,849,414 to Turnbull in 1932 and
2,454,492 to Turnbull in 1948 wherein there is provided
an outer casing with a weighted ball contained within
the casing and freely rotatable so that when the casing
is propelled cver a playing surface the ball will roll over
the surface within the casing.

The difficulty with devices of this sort and in particular
the Turnbull devices is found in the fact that the ball
rolling over the playing surface invariably picks up min-
ute dust and dirt particles and, since the ball is rolling,
these particles are carried up into the outer casing and
lodged in the casing. When this dirt accumulates to a
sufficient degree, it will act adversely on the rolling ball
with the result that the game piece will assume an erratic
path as it is propelled over the game surface.

A further disadvantage lies in the fact that it is difficult
for the user of the game piece to clean out the dirt and
dust unless the entire game piece is submerged in a clean-
ing solution and then dried.

In addition, the construction of prior devices of this
sort has been such that it is difficult to separate the ball
and the casing should there be any damage to either of
the components and, as a result, when the device be-
comes defective, it is usually more economical to discard
the defective device and to obtain a new one.

Further, devices of this nature generally may be op-
erated with only one side in contact with the playing sur-
face and the user must always insure that the correct
side will be in contact with the surface before the play-
ing piece is thrown.

I have developed an improved game piece of the gen-
eral type utilizing an outer casing wiih an inner weighted
ball and I have overcome the above and other difficulties
inherent in game pieces of this nature by providing an
outer casing having a longitndinal straight sided bore
with a weighted ball positioned within the bore and con-
tained within the casing by simple snap rings located in
grooves in the wall of the bore.

Further, my game piece is provided with parallel ends
and is constructed so that the gafne piece may be used
with either end in contact with the playing surface and
so that the user is not required to check that the correct
side of the game piece is being used.

Further, the use of a simple snap ring located in a
groove in the wall of the bore makes it possible to remove
the ring quickly and easily to extract the ball from the
outer casing so that repair or replacement of the ball or
casing may be made with little difficulty.
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A further and important advantage of my improved
construction may be seen from the fact that the longitu-
dinal bore of my outer casing has straight walls so that
the weighted ball may move freely longitudinally in the
casing and is limited in its movement only by the snap
rings in the grooves. With this construction, I am en-
abled to provide a game piece wherein the weighted ball
may project sufficiently below either end of the casting so
that a brush or other cleaning implement may be inserted
from the opposite end of the casing to remove any dust
or lint on the surface of the ball and around the wall
of the bore. When the dirt and lint has been removed
from the one side of the casing, it is only necessary to
invert the game piece to allow the ball to drop to the
opposite end of the bore and dirt and lint may then be
removed from the opposite side.

In the drawings illustrating a preferred embodiment:

FIG. 1 is a view in projection illustrating my game
piece in its preferred form.

FIG. 2 is a sectional side elevation illustrating my de-
vice raised from a playing surface so that the ball will
drop within the casing to the maximum distance permitted
by the snap ring.

FIG. 3 is another side elevation, partly in section, to
illustrate the construction of my device and the relative
position of the ball and casing when the game piece is
resting on a playing surface.

As seen in the drawings, my device consists of a cas-
ing indicated generally at 1 which is cylindrical in form
and which has a straight sided longitudinal bore there-
through. The ends 3 and 4 of the casing 1 are parallel
and it should be noted that the sides of the casing are
bevelled as indicated at 5 to reduce the end area of the
casing and to minimize the frictional drag of the casing
when it is slid over a playing surface as designated at 6.

While the casing 1 could be constructed of any suitable
material, I have found it best to use a high impact plas-
tic or composition material that will not easily chip or
mar,

The ball 7 within the bore 2 is of a diameter to be
freely rotatable in the bore and is contained within the
bore by the snap rings 8 and 9 seated in grooves 10
located adjacent the ends 3 and 4 of the casing.

As illustrated best in FIG. 3 in the drawings, when the
casing 1 is rested on a playing surface on either of the
ends 3 or 4, the ball 7 will also rest on the playing sur-
face and, as the casing 1 is slid over the playing surface,
the ball will roll within the casing. During this rolling
movement over a playing or other surface, the ball 7 in-
variably will pick up lint or small dirt particles and these
particles will be carried up into the casing to be lodged
on the walls of the casing at approximately the mid-
point of the casing as designated by the numeral 11.

To clean this dirt or lint from the casing, it is only
necessary to elevate the casing 1 from the playing sur-
face to allow the ball 7 to drop in the casing as illus-
trated in FIG. 2 in the drawings and then a cleaning
brush, rag or other device can be inserted easily from
the opposite end of the casing to remove the dirt. In
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the brush or rag
would of course be inserted from the end 3 of the casing.
Should it be desired to remove dirt from the opposite end
of the casing, it is only necessary to invert the casing 1
to allow the ball 7 to drop to its maximum limit at the end
3 and so that the brush or rag could be inserted at the
end 4.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3 in the draw-
ings, the end 4 of the casing is in contact with the play-
ing surface 6. It will be obvious that the casing could be
inverted if desired so that the end 3 were in contact with
the playing surface and the device would operate in pre-
cisely the same fashion.
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What I claim as my invention is: References Cited by the Examiner
A playing p.ie.ce for slifiing moYe.ment_across a .plaj{ing UNITED STATES PATENTS
surface comprising a casing, a straight sided longitudinal
bore through the casing, a ball freely rotatable in the 1,849,414 3/32 Turnbull —__________ 273—53
bore and adapted to roll on the playing surface when 5 2585458 2/52 Gordon —eooeooo 273—128 XF

either end of the casing is in sliding movement across
the playing surface and means to retain the ball in the FOREIGN PATENTS

bore, such means positioned in the bore to allow the ball 16,613 1901 Great Britain.

to drop suffiicently through the bore to allow more than o
half of the wall area of the bore to be cleared for cleaning. 15 RICHARD C. PINKHAM, Primary Examiner.



