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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that , HRNRY W. FRENCH, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, 

5 and State of Illinois, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improvements in Elec 
tric Signal Lamps, of which the following 
is a specification. k 
My invention relates to new and useful 

10 improvements in electric signal lamps, and 
more particularly to electric hand signal 
lamps adapted for use while driving an 
automobile in the dark, and my nain object 
is to provide a lamp which may be attached 

15 to the hand or the wrist and which is con veniently made operatively by the joints off 
the hand, as by opening and closing the 
hand. 
Another object is to provide such a lam 

20 with means for reading and for finding 
trouble spots around an automobile. 
A further object is to provide such a 

lamp with means to either suspend the lamp 
or support it on a flat surface and to pro 

25 vide means thereon which will automatical 
ly make contact and illuminate the lanp when so suspended or supported. 
And another object is to provide Said 

contact making means with adjusting means 
30 to adapt the lamp to hands of different shapes and sizes. 

Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the combina 

tions and arrangements of parts hereinaf 
35 ter described and claimed. 

The invention will be best understood by 
reference to the accompanying drawings 
its, a part of this specification, and in which, 

40. Fig. 1 is a view of the device mounted on 
the left hand, showing in full lines the hand 
in released position and the device in in 
operative position, and in dotted lines the 
hand extended and the resultant operative 

45 position of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view, with parts broken away, showing the device supported on a 

flat surface and in the operative position 
automatically assumed thereby, and 

50 Fig. 3 is a side view, showing the device 
in the operative position, which it auto 
matically assumes when suspended. 

In the form of my invention illustrated 
the device is shown mounted on the left 

D5 hand by means of a strap 7 which is pro 
vided with a buckle 8, afiording proper at 

tachment on the hand, and which is con 
nected to a metal plate 9 provided with a 
pad 10 of ieather or the like for engaging 
the hand. ihe device further comprises a 
lamp case 1 substantially cup shaped in 
form, provided with side openings 12 and 
inwardly curved fange 13 at its upper edge, 
the case 12 being detachably mounted on 
the plate 9 by means of threaded members 
14 as shown, or in any suitable manner. The 
side openings provide means for illuminat 
ing the hand and for finding trouble spots. 

mount the socket 15 of the well-known 
electric light rigidly in the front wall of 
the case 11 with its replaceable bulb 16 
located near the center of the case and its 
contact or terminal 17 positioned forward 
of the case. I provide an insulating block. 

p 19 which is mounted in said case 11, and is 
provided with the binding posts 20 and 21, 
the post 20 extending through the block 
19 and engaging the case 11, constitutes the 
second electric terminal and has one branch 
23 of the electric wire 22 attached thereto, 
while the post 21 acts as a supporting post 
for the other branch 24 of the electric wire 
22 of the electric light circuit. 
supporting means is provided for said wire 
in the form of a cable or strand 25 fastened 
to the wire 22 and the case 11, as shown in Fig. 2. 
A hinge switch is provided, which com 

prises a plate 27 provided with a hook 28 
at its forward end, said plate being mounted 
on an arm or lug 29, extending forwardly 
from the plate 9, by means of a loose, or freely swingable hinge 30. An insulating 
block 31 is mounted on plate 27 and a bracket 
32 is mounted on said block by screws 33, 
or in any convenient manner. Said bracket 
is formed with an arm 34 provided with 
a threaded collar or boss 35 at its free end 
in which a threaded member 36 is adjustably 
and rotatably mounted. By the adjustabil 
ity of member 36 in boss 35, means is pro 
vided for adjusting the switch to the par 
ticular size or shape of the hand, in order 
that proper contact is always made between 
member 36 and plate 17, when the hand 
is opened, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
The wire 22 of the electric circuit is pro 

vided at its free end with a plug 38, of any 
suitable well-known construction, which may 
be inserted in any suitable socket on the 
automobile as a gage lamp socket, the spot 
light socket, or a similar socket, or a socket 
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may be provided for the purpose on the car; 
furthermore, the plug may be attached to a 
Small battery carried in the pocket or sup 
ported in any convenient manner. Arounded glass or crystal 40, preferably 
red in color to denote danger, is mounted in 
the top of the case and is held in position in 
the upper bulged portion of the case by 

3. 

rearwardly of the automobile by the red 
3. 

s 

4. 
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may be actuated by the 
45. 

means of a spring wire 41 inserted beneath 
the fleige 13 and crystal 40, said wire and 
crystal being readily removable, or the 
crystal may be removably mounted on the 
case in any other convenient manner. In ogeration my improved lamp is fas 
tened is the top of the hand, as shown in 
Fig. 1, the switch being normally open, in 
view of the loose hinge 30, while the hand 
is in a normally released position; and when 
a stop is to be made and the arm extended 
from the automobile the hand is naturally 
opened, thereby engaging the hook 28 on the 
end of the plate 27 and closing the switch, 
the threaded member 36 being properly ad 
justed to suit the particular size and shape 
of the hand for making the proper contact. 
As the light is illuminated by the closing 
of the circuit the danger signal is indicated 
crystal 40 on the case, and at the same time 
the hand is illuminated through the openings 
12 to draw attention to the directio in: 
which the fingers point to indicate the in 
tended direction of travel of the automobile. 
The device thus makes a very efficient, and 
effective hand signal agap for use in driy 
ing an automobile in the dark, and the light 
is also very useful, by means of its open 
ings 12 for illuminating the gage or 
Er part around the Eutomobié. as well 
as for reading a paper of anything else. 
The device may be strapped to the wrist as 
well as as to the hand, either on the inside 
or outside of the wrist and the switch 

palm or the back 
of the hand. The Sook 23 on the plate 
2 of the switch provides means for sus 
pending the device, the construction being 
so arranged that member 36 automatically 
engages contact point 17 on the socket 15, 
thereby closing the switch while the device 
is suspended, as best shown in Fig. 3. This 
hook 28 in conjunction with the plate 9 also 
provide means for supporting the device 

5. 
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on a flat surface, and while so supported 
close the switch, as best shown in Fig. 2. 
While I have illustrated and described 

the preferred form of construction for carry 
ing my invention into effect, this is capable 
of variation and modification without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. , 
therefore, do not wish to be. Jimited to the 
precise details of construction set forth, but 
desire to avail myself of such variations and 
modifications as come within the scope of the 
appended claims, 

on said means; a 
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aving described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is:- 

1. An electric signal device comprising 
means for mounting said device on the back 
of a hand; a light mounted on said means; 
a circuit for said light; a normally open 
Switch in said circuit including a contact 
connected to said light and a contact hinged 
to said means, said hinged contact being 
positioned to extend over the fingers and be 
ing operable by a movement of said handfor 
closing said Switch and including a screw 
for adjusting said switch to suit the par 
ticular size and shape of said hand. 

2. An electric signal device comprising in 
combination; means for fastening said de 
vice on the back of a hand; a case mounted 

signal light mounted in 
said case; a circuit for said light; an arm 
extending from said fastening means; and 
means loosely hinged to said arm to extend 
over the fingers of said hand and provided 

S. 

with adjustable contact means for engaging 
a contact point connected to said light to 
close said circuit. 

3. An electric signal device comprising in 
combination heans including a plate for 
securing said device on the back of a hand; 
a light mounted on said plate; an arm ex 
tending from said plate; a member hinged 
to said arm in position to be engaged by the 
firigers; a circuit including an electric con 
ductor attached to said member; and elec 
tric contact means mounted on said member 
for engaging a co-operating contact con 
nected to said light, said contact means 
beigig so constructed as to be adjustable to 
suit the size and shape of said hand in actu 
ating said hinged member. 4.An electric signal device comprising in 
combination, means for mounting said de 
vice on the back of , hand; a light mounted 
on said means; a circuit for said light; a 
switch in said circuit including a contact 
Reft connected with said light and a mem er hinged to said means and positioned to 
extend over the fingers, said swif h member 
being provided with means to fispend said. 
iamp and automatically clos said circuit 
while said lamp is suspended. 

5. An electric signal device eqmprising in 
combination, adjustable-means for fastening 
the said device on the hand and including 
a base plate; a light mounted on said plate; 
a contact point connected to said light; a 
circuit for said light, provided with a switch 
member hinged to said plate, a hook on said 
switch member for suspending. Said lamp; 
and an adjustable contact point on said 
switch member for engaging said contact 
point connected to sail light for closing said 
circuit, while the i3 inp is suspended. 

6. An electric signs device comprising in 
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vice on the hand and including a plate; a 
light on said plate; a circuit for said light 
and provided with a switch including a sta 
tionary member connected to said light and 
a movable member mounted on said plate; 
and means on said movable member cooper 
ating with said plate to support said lamp 
on a flat surface, the means on said movable 
member being effective in closing said switch 

0. 
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while so supported, 
7. An electric signal device comprising 

in combination, means for mounting said 
device on the hand; a light mounted on said means; a circuit for said light including a 
switch provided with a member hinged to 
said means and a contact point connected to said light; said hinged member being pro 
vided with means to either suspend said de 

25 
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vice or to be engaged by a joint of the at 
tached hand, and in either case to auto 
matically close said circuit for operating 
said light. 

8. An electric signal device comprising in 
combination, means including a plate for 
securing said device on the hand; a light 

ed on said plate; an arm extending 
from said plate; a member hinged to said 
arm; a bracket mounted on and insulated 
from said hinged member; a normally open 
electric circuit including said bracket; and 

B 

an adjustable contact point mounted on said 
bracket, said hinged member being adapted 
to be actuated by a part of said hand to 
engage said contact point with a co-oper 
ating point on said light and close said 
circuit. 

9. An electric signal device comprising in 
combination; means for mounting said de 
vice on the hand; a light mounted on said 
means: a circuit for said light; a switch in 
said circuit and including a contact element 
associated with said light and a contact 
member hinged to said means, said contact 
member being provided with means to either 
suspend said lamp or to be engaged by a 
joint of the attached hand and in either case 
to automatically close said circuit for oper 
ating said light, said first means down 
wardly curved parts cooperating with said 
Suspending means to support said device on 
a flat surface and thereby join the movable 
and stationary contacts to close said circuit. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
iname to this specification in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

HENRY W. FRENCH. 
Witnesses: 

CLARENCE E. THREEDY, 
FREDA. C. APPLETON. 
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