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This invention relates to a finger or footprint recorder. 
More particularly it relates to means or a device for im 
parting prints or impressions which are transferred onto 
a receptive medium. Specifically, the invention applies 
to disposable means for imparting impressions of fingers 
or of feet, particularly of newly born infants, to avoid 
confusion, and transfer such impressions on to a perma 
nent recording medium. 

Heretofore, it has been occasionally known that many 
infants when newly born in hospitals and maternity 
wards have sometimes been mixed, to the embarrassment 
and confusion of the parents and hospitals. Such mix 
ups have been known to cause considerable disputes 
among the infants' mothers and also with the hospital 
authorities. Oftentimes it has been decided to use neck 
laces or bracelets with identification means on newly 
born infants in order to make sure that there is no con 
fusion. However, such procedures were not foolproof 
since such necklaces or bracelets would become mis 
placed or lost. 

In accordance with the present invention, it is impor 
tant that permanence of prints obtained of the feet, for 
example, of new born infants be made so that infants can 
be properly identified without any fear of confusion or 
co. 
With this feature in view, it is an object of the present 

invention to provide a disposable device which will easily 
impart onto the infant's fingers or toes of its feet, whether 
the right or the left, a print which is permanently re 
corded so that the newly born infant can be properly 
identified with respect to his parents. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a sterile, disposable unit or pad which can be readily 
used and then disposed of, after it has served its purpose. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a disposable unit which is in the form of a sand 
wich containing a base or strip which acts as a founda 
tion and onto which is attached a thin pad containing im 
pressionable material which will readily be taken up on 
pressing the toes of a foot or fingers of the infant, and 
an upper piece, hinged to the base, which can be readily 
moved or turned over so as to expose the impression 
yielding portion of the device for use. 
A more specific object of the present invention is to 

provide a unit which has a flat metal or impermeable 
base member, a pad of material attached to the base 
and which can readily be applied to the edge Surface of 
hand or foot of a newly born infant, and an easily fold 
able cover portion which can be swung outwardly and 
underneath the foundation of the device to permit or 
facilitate the taking of the foot or the finger print, and 
which can be readily disposed of after its initial use. 

Other objects and features of the present invention will 
become apparent when the following detailed description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a preferred embodi 

ment of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a sectional longitudinal view taken on 

line 2-2 of FIGURE 1, showing in exaggerated form 
the arrangement of the parts forming the embodiment of 
the invention. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective open view of the embodi 
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2 
ment shown in FIGURE 1 with the inclusion of the out 
line of a foot to be printed, 

Before proceeding with the description of the inven 
tion, it should be noted that in finger or footprinting the 
fingers or toes of the foot are printed by applying to the 
ridge Surface of the fingers or toes an ink or inkless solu 
tion and then onto a paper adapted to receive the print, 
thereby producing an identifiable pattern. 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like numerals 
refer to like parts throughout, it will be noted that there 
is provided a disposable device, 10, comprising a base 
pad 1 of any suitable material. However, in the present 
instance, it has been found highly desirable to use a non 
permeable or impermeable material such as metal foil as 
a base so as to afford the proper protection of the print 
taking portion on a mid base against the absorption or 
capillary attraction of moisture. 
On the inner face of said preferably stiff base pad 11 

there is provided a wad or layer 42 of impression absorb 
ing material. Said layer 12 is made of any suitable type 
of paper or cloth or pulp material adapted to retain cer 
tain chemicals, whether of ink or non coloring or inkless 
solution, which can readily be lifted in the form of a 
film, or impression when the foot or fingers are pressed 
thereon, such as shown in FIGURE 3. It is to be noted 
that when the foot or fingers are pressed against said 
layer 12, the chemicals therein are transferred in the 
form of a fine film to the ridges of the foot or fingers 
which are then pressed onto a receptive surface such as 
chemically treated paper to receive a clean impression 
thereby constituting a print of the skin outline of the 
foot or hands as the case may be. 

In order to protect said layer of material 2 on the 
pad 4 from absorbing moisture and also from becom 
ing soiled, there is provided an upper flexible strip or 
foil 13 which is attached to layer 12 at its end 14, so said 
upper strip or foil 13 can be readily turned over about 
its attached end to expose the layer 12 which imparts the 
coating for impressions above described. 

Furthermore, it will be noted that base 11 is provided 
with a marginal edge or band 15, extending on the sides 
of base 1 towards the lower end 6 of the base con 
sisting of adhesive material whereby the upper piece 13 
adheres to the same in order to prevent the absorption of 
any moisture or dust by the absorbing materials of layer 
12. 
Once the layer 12 has been exposed by moving the 

upper portion or lid 13 as shown in FIGURE 3, the pad 
is now ready to receive, for example, the foot of the new 
ly born infant. The sole of the foot is pressed on layer 
2 and is covered by the film of material contained in 
the layer. The foot is then pressed onto a receptor, not 
shown, that is, any specially chemically treated surface 
or paper which reacts with the chemicals in the film layer 
of the foot or toes thereby forming a visible impression 
or print on the receptor. Such paper is then properly 
classified for purposes of identification and reference of 
the infant whose finger or toe prints are taken. 
Once the device 10 has served its purpose, it is then 

disposed of by throwing same away, since to reuse the 
same may cause spread of germs or constitute an un 
sanitary use of the device and subject the infants to possi 
ble infection. 

From the foregoing description taken in conjunction 
with the drawings, it will be noted that I provide a dis 
posable unit or device which leaves a film on a baby's 
foot and/or toes or fingers which can be readily trans 
ferred onto a suitable receptive medium leaving a visible 
impression to be properly classified and used as a check 
against possible mixup of unidentified infants. This print 
is then filed away to be used for future reference. 



3 
While a preferred embodiment of this invention has 

been described and illustrated, it is to be noted that 
changes as to form, use of materials, and arrangement 
of the parts may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as claimed. 

I claim: 
1. A disposable unit for imparting a print to be trans 

ferred onto a receptive medium comprising a metallic, 
stiff sheet forming an impermeable base, a layer super 
imposed on said sheet containing an absorbable material 
adapted upon contact therewith to impart a film trans 
ferable onto a receptive surface forming an outline of the 
contact with the layer a and flexible, metallic means 
superimposed onto the sheet forming a seal for the layer. 

2. A disposable device for obtaining impressions to be 
transferred onto a receptive medium comprising a layer 
of impervious material, said material being relatively stiff, 
a relatively flexible layer of impervious material overlay 
ing said first layer and fixed thereto at one end, said sec 
ond layer being adhered to the first layer along its longi 
tudinal marginal edges, and of shorter length, and an 
intermediate fluid absorbing layer fixed to the first layer, 
said intermediate layer being adapted to impart a film 
onto a surface coming into contact therewith for subse 
quent transfer onto a receptor for forming a visible im 
pression of the resultantly transferred film. 

3. A device according to claim 2, wherein the outer 
layers are sealed and is impervious to moisture. 
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4. 

4. A device according to claim 2 wherein the face of 
the layer forming the base has an adhesive adjacent the 
outline of the layer whereby the flexible cover is adhered 
to the base to prevent absorption of moisture and dust by 
the intermediate layer. 

5. A device according to claim 4 wherein the layer 
contains an inkless material adapted on pressing thereon 
with the finger or foot to impart a film on said finger or 
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foot for subsequent transfer. 
6. A device according to claim 5 wherein the outer 

layers are of metal foil one part of which is stiff and the 
other is flexible, said latter part being hermetically sealed 
at one end to the stiff base. 
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