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(54) Title: PRODUCT PARK

& (57) Abstract: The invention concerns product packs, and particularly a type of packs known as "wallet packs". Packs in accordance
& with embodiments of the invention comprise first through third panels (110-130), each panel being connected to its neighbour by a
A e (140, 150) forming a spine around which the pack is folded. The pack is kept closed by a closing strip (300) which is firmly
adhered to the first panel and at a proximal region thereof and releasably and adhesively attached at a distal region to a second one
of the webs (150). An opening (160). is provided at the junction of the second panel (120) and the second web (150) and the free
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end (320) of the closing strip (300) overlies said opening (160).
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Product Pack

The invention relates to a pack for a product,
particularly, but not exclusively, to a so-called “wallet

pack”.

A wallet pack 1is a type of product packaging in which
product is held within a folded structure, comprising two
or more adjoining panels linked by fold lines to enclose
the product within it. The pack is designed to be easy to
carry 1in the pocket and to unfold (like a wallet) to
access the product within. Such packs may typically be

used for pills, sweets etc.

To form a closure or sealing mechanism for wallet packs, a
number of options are available. For instance, a tab
extension formed on an outside panel of the packaging may
engage with .a corresponding slit to make a re-sealable
closure. Alternatively, some form of an adhesive closing
strip may be used to make the seal on the front or back of

the package.

The tab type arrangements suffer from being easily ripped

typically the packaging is a thin card type material and
the tab is easily damaged. Damage to the tab may make
proper re-closure of the package impossible, so that

remaining product can come loose.

Problems with the known adhesive strip sealing
arrangements include: accidental opening of the package
due to the strip either not being sticky enough or losing
its adhesive properties through use; the strip overlying

printed material on the packaging and obscuring it; the
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strip adhering to the packaging too strongly and defacing
printed material when opening; the edge of the strip being
toco difficult to locate - hard to get the fingernail under

the edge to commence opening of the package.

It is an aim of preferred embodiments of the invention to
provide an improvement to the adhesive closing strip type

sealing arrangements for wallet packs.

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is
.provided a pack which contains a product, the pack
comprising first, second and third panels, wherein the
first and second panels are connected together by a first
web, and wherein the second and third panels are connected
together by a second web, wherein the connections between
panels and webs are via fold lines, wherein the pack has a
closed configuration and an open configuration, wherein in
the closed configuration the first and second panels are
the front and rear panels and the third panel is between
them and the webs serve as spines to space the first and
second panels apart in order to accommodate the product
therebetween, and wherein in the open configuration the
product may be accessed, wherein an opening is provided at
the junction of the second panel and the second web, and
wherein there is provided a <closing strip having a
proximal region non-removably attached to the first panel
and a distal region releasably and adhesively attached to
the second web, wherein the free end of the distal region

overlies said opening.

The arrangements above provide an opening method which
eliminates the need for users to need to scrape open the

end of the closing strip as the end of the strip falls
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easily to hand. The positioning of the strip avoids the

defacing and obscuring problems of the prior art.

Suitably, the first, second and third panels and the first
and second webs are formed of a single piece of a sheet

material.

In a preferred arrangement the free end of the distal
region of the strip is non-adhesive, where it overlies
said opening and may also be non-adhesive where it
overlies the 1region of the second spine immediately

adjacent to saild opening.

The free end of the distal region of the strip is
preferably located substantially at the junction of the
second web and the second panel, when the pack is in its

closed configuration.

The opening is suitably of maximum length in the range
0.6-3cm, preferably 1-2cm, and is of maximum width in the

range 0.3-1cm, preferably 0.4-0.8cm.

The opening may be formed by two opposed curves, each
extending from the junction of the second panel and the

second web.

Preferably, the edge of the first panel over which the
adhesive strip passes 1is formed with a shallow cut-out

sufficiently wide to admit the strip.

The adhesive strip may carry a single adhesive, and the
fact that its proximal region is non-removably attached to

the first panel whereas its distal region is releasably
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attached to the second spine is preferably a consequence
of a difference between the surfaces of the first panel
and the second spine, where contacted by the strip. For
instance, the surface of the first panel may be matt where
contacted by the strip, and the surface of the second

spine is gloss where contacted by the strip.

Preferably, the product 1is of a depth corresponding

substantially to the depth of the spines.

Preferably the ©product 1is provided within its own
container, provided within the pack. preferably such a
container is secured to the pack, for example by adhesive
means. Preferably such a container is carried by the

second panel or, most preferably, the third panel.

Preferably the product comprises individual units, for
example capsules, tablets, pills, lozenges, briquettes,

plasters, swabs, wipes, sweets, and so forth.

Preferably said container 1s a Dblister pack having
individual recesses, accommodating individual units when
such a blister pack is secured to a panel of the pack that
panel is preferably apertured, to allow the items to be

expelled through it.

Preferably the product is a medicinal product, for example

a medicinal tablet, capsule or lozenge.

Thus in a preferred embodiment a blister pack containing
ingestible medicinal products is secured to the third

panel of the pack of the present invention, that panel
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having apertures of size to pass the medicinal products,

when expelled.

The invention also includes a pack precursor which, when
mounted with a product, constitutes a pack as hereinbefore

stated.

For a better understanding of the invention, a preferred
embodiment will now be described, by way of example only,

with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of an embodiment of
product pack in accordance with the invention, the pack

being in a closed configuration;

Figure 2 shows a side view of the package of Figure 1 in
which a «closing strip associated with a front panel
thereof is disengaged to allow the pack to adopt an open

configuration;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the pack of Figure 2;

Figure 4 shows the pack in a fully unfolded open

configuration; and

Figures 5 through 7 show detail of the closing strip of
the pack.

Referring now to Figures 1 through 7 a preferred

embodiment is described.

Figures 1 and 4 in combination best show the general

features of the product pack. The pack 100 comprises
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first, second and third panels 110, 120, 130, the first
and second panels being joined to one another by a first
web 140 and the second and third panels being -joined by a
second web 160. A closing strip 300 adheres firmly at a
proximal region thereof to the first panel 110 at a
position adjacent to an edge region of the first panel
110. The three panels and two webs are formed from a

single piece of card, folded.

In the closed configuration shown in figure 1, the first
panel 110 forms a front face of the pack 100, the second
panel 120 forms a rear face, whilst the third panel 130
carries product 200 and is folded to lie underneath the
first panel 110 so that the product 200 is enclosed within
the pack. The closing strip 300 is arranged such that a
distal region thereof overlaps the second web 150 (which
forms a first spine of the pack) and adheres to it to seal
the pack closed. An opening 160 is formed at the junction
of the second web 150 and the second panel 120 and the
free end of the distal region of the strip 300 overlies

it.

The product 200 is shown as a blister package carrying a
number of packaged items such as tablets which are held in
place within the blister pack and may be expelled from a
rear (typically foil covered) face by applying finger
pressure. The third panel 130 is bonded or adhered to the
rear face of the blister pack to carry the packaged items.
The third panel 130 has hole cut-outs 135 at positions
corresponding to each of the packaged item positions.
These cut-outs 135 allow the product to be dispensed
through them. Typically the packaged items comprise

medication for sore throats.
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Figures 2 and 3 show the pack in a first open
configuration, which will be referred to herein as the
semi-open position. In this semi~open position the distal
end of the closing strip 300 has been separated from the
second web 150 and thg first (front) panel 110 unfolded
from its position overlying the third panel to provide
access to the interior of the pack. It is to be noted that
the webs are joined to their respective adjacent panels by
fold lines or creases - these creases effectively form the

webs and they allow the panels to hinge.

In the semi-open position shown in Figures 2 and 3, the
third panel 130 remains in a position in which it overlies
the second panel 120, sandwiching the product 200 between
them. In this configuration individual product items held
within the blister package could be dispensed by applying
finger pressure through the third panel 130 to urge the
item through the foil covered backing and out through one

of the cut-outs 135.

Figure 4 shows the pack in a second open configuration,
which will be referred to as the fully open position. In
the fully open position the semi-opened pack of Figures 2
and 3 has been further unfolded to allow the pack to lie
flat, completely exposing the product 200. From this
fully open position the product may be dispensed by
applying finger pressure to the blister package itself to
urge the item through the foil backing and cut-out 135.

In Figure 4, the formation of the opening 160 can be seen.

This opening comprises a cut-out aperture formed by
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opposed curves at the junction of the second panel 120 and

the second web 150.

Figure 4 also shows clearly how the first panel 1is
sculpted at an edge region thereof adjacent to the closing
strip 300 to form an indented area 115 extending parallel
to a main extent of the edge along which it is located.
This indented area is sufficiently wide to accommodate the
closing strip 300 which, in the «closed configuration,
overhangs it and forms a surface over which the strip 300
may be folded to releasably join with the second web 150.
Provision of the indented area gives a reduced edge length
over which the closing strip 300 may be folded and
refolded without deforming the whole edge, also, by
indenting, the edge area outside of the indent is drawn
over to overlap the second web 250, in a firm, secure

manner.

Figure 4 also shows that the lateral free edge of the
third panel has an indented area 170. This is to form a
seating over which a leaflet or like insert may be folded.
It will be observed in Figure 4 that the first web 140 is
slightly wider than the second web 160. As a result, when
the pack i1s in its closed configuration there is a slight
gap between the first and third panels. As a result, a
folded-over leaflet may be accommodated in the pack
without distorting it, with one flap of the leaflet in the
gap between the first and third panels and the other flap
of the leaflet between the second panel and the tablets or

lozenges carried by the third panel.

Figures 5, 6 and 7 show detail of the closing strip 300

and how this is employed within the present invention to
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seal and re-seal the product pack. Figures 5 and 6 show a
side view looking at the second web 150 and the distal
portion of the closing strip 300. The proximal portion of
the closing strip 300 remains, at all times, firmly
adhered to the first panel 110, adjacent to the edge

region as previously described.

Figure 5 shows the closing strip 300 in a position in
which the product pack 1is sealed. It can be seen that
there is provided a finger tab portion 310 having a
different surface finish to it to the remainder of the
closing strip 300. This finger tab portion 310 does not
carry adhesive and protrudes over the opening 160. The
adhesive free area provides protection against

delamination of the second web 150.

In order to open the pack, a user will, using a finger and
thumb simply grasp the finger tip portion 310 (or indeed
brush it firmly with a single finger or thumb) to provide
sufficient force to cause the distal portion of the
closing strip 300 to come away from the second web 150.
The pack may then be unfolded to access the product within

as has previously been described.

It will be appreciated that the closing‘strip 300 and/or
the pack 100 may be treated in different ways in order to
provide characteristics of strong adherence to the first
panel 110 and weaker adherence to the second web 150. For
instance, the strip 300 may simply be designed in itself
to be of a higher adhesive nature in its proximal region,
to that of its distal region. Alternatively, different
surface finishes may be applied to the first panel 110 and

the second web 150 to provide different levels of
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adherence when a closing strip 300 of uniform adhesive
strength is applied to them. A third possibility would be
that during manufacture, some extra processing step is
carried out in order to provide the greater adherence of
the proximal region to the first panel 110 - for instance,

some heat treating process might be used.

Figure 7 shows a bottom plan view of a product pack and,
in particular, shows the second panel 120 and how the cut
out 160 is provided in that panel to be adjacent to the
area of the finger tab 310 of the closing strip 300. A
particular formation of the opening 160 allows a user to
very easily contact with the finger tab portion 310 of the
closing strip 300 and open the package.

The above arrangements of closing strip 300 and cut-out opening
160 provides a much improved arrangement over the prior art as

it gives a simple means of opening and re-sealing the package.

While the invention has been described in relation to
wallet packs for medicaments, it will be evident to the
skilled man that the teachings of the invention may be

applied to other types of package.
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CLAIMS

1. A pack which contains a product, the pack
comprising first, second and third panels, wherein the
first and second panels are connected together by a first
web, and wherein the second and third panels are connected
together by a second web, wherein the connections between
panels and webs are via fold lines, wherein the pack has a
closed configuration and an open configuration, wherein in
the closed configuration the first and second panels are
the front and rear panels and the third panel is between
them and the webs serve as spines to space the first and
second panels apart in order to accommodate the product
therebetween, and wherein in the open configuration the
product may be accessed, wherein an opening is provided at
the junction of the second panel and the second web, and
wherein there 1is provided a closing strip having a
proximal region non-removably attached to the first panel
and a distal region releasably and adhesively attached to
the second web, wherein the free end of the distal region

overlies said opening.

2. A pack as claimed in claim 1, wherein the second

or third panel carries the product.

3. A pack as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the
first, second and third panels and the first and second

webs are formed of a single piece of a sheet material.

4, A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the free end of the distal region of the strip is non-

adhesive, where it overlies said opening.
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5. A pack as claimed in claim 4, wherein the free of
the distal region is non-adhesive, where it overlies said
opening and where it overlies the region of the second

spine immediately adjacent to said opening.

6. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the free end of the distal region of the strip is
substantially at the Jjunction of the second web and the
second panel, when the pack is in its closed

configuration.

7. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the opening 1is of maximum length in the range 0.6-3cm,
preferably 1-2cm, and is of maximum width in the range

0.3-1lcm, preferably 0.4-0.8cm.

8. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the opening is formed by two opposed curves, each
extending from the junction of the second panel and the

second web.

9. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the edge of the first panel over which the adhesive strip
passes 1s formed with a shallow cut-out sufficiently wide

to admit the strip.

10. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the adhesive strip carries a single adhesive, and the fact
that its proximal region is non-removably attached to the
first panel whereas its distal region is releasably
attached to the second spine 1s a consequence of a
difference between the surfaces of the first panel and the

second spine, where contacted by the strip.
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11. A pack as claimed in claim 10, wherein the surface
of the first panel is matt where contacted by the strip,
and the surface of the second spin is gloss where

contacted by the strip.

12. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the product is of a depth corresponding substantially to

the depth of the spines.

13. A pack as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the product 1is a blister pack of medicinal tablets,
capsules or lozenges carried by the third panel and
wherein the panel 1is perforate, to allow the tablets,

capsules or lozenges to be expelled through it.

B S A pack precursor- -which; - when - mounted -with -a
product, constitutes a pack as claimed in any preceding

claim.

15. A pack or pack precursor substantially as
hereinbefore described, with particular reference to the

accompanying drawings.
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