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 UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

" GEORGE w. WADDELL, OF LAPAZ, INDIANA

GOLF BALL EJECTOR

Application filed May 15, 1930. Serial No. 452,701,

. This invention relates to games and toys
~and more particularly to a device adapted
- to'be mounted in a golf cup and by means
- of which a golf ball after dropping into the
-8_cup may be projected upwardly to such 2
‘position . that it will either roll out of ‘the
‘cup or may be very easily removed therefrom.
-~ - ‘One object_of the invention is to provide
- .adevice which when set in place and properly
10 adjusted will not interfere with.a golf ball
. dropping into the cup but.at the same time
-~ permit the ball to be moved upwardly and
- ejected from the cup. - - . :
“¢ " “Another object of the invention is to so
15" form the device that it will limit downyward
.. movement of a golf ball when dropped into
- .-the cup and thereby prevent. the ball from
becoming soiled by contact with the bottom
“of the cup and also: prevent a person’s hands
20 from becoming soiled by reaching into the
cup in order to remove a ball. -~ =
-~ Another object of the invention is to so
- form the device that it may serve not only
~+ .as means for ejecting a ball from the cup
.25 but also constitute means for supporting a

- flag staff in an upright position within the ure : ;
' , - lower sections 8 and 4. The lower section has

cup. o
Rnother object of the invention is to pro-
vide the device with a latch for releasably

- 80 retaining it in a retracted position and so
- locate the latch that it may be released by

thrusting the flag staff downwardly into the
cup in order to engage the latch after a ball

_“has dropped into the cup.

“form the device that the ball when dropping
. into the cup may move the latch to a releasing
- position and thereby:cause the ball to be im-

1™
(=1

‘ping into the same: ..

-+ Another object of the invention is to pro-=

‘vide a golf ball ejecting device which is

simple in construction and may be easily set.

within a golf cup already in use. - | -
" "The invention is illustrated in the accom:
_panying drawings, wherein- =~ - .
- Figure 11is a vertical sectional view through
a golf cup having the improved ejecting
-means set therein and disclosed in a retracted
position, ’ R

R
o

<

5

. Another object of the invention is 'to” so

mediately ejected from the cup after drop--

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view showing
the ball ejecting means in an extended posi-
tion, . . -

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, .

_Fig. 4is a top plan view of the cup and ball
gjecting means,

14

_ Fig. 5is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing

a modified form of ball ejector, and
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the cup and ball

‘ejector shown in Fig. 5.

The golf cup, which is indicated in general
by the numeral 1, is set.into the ground in
the usual manner and is open at its upper
end so that a golf bail may drop into the cup.
The lower end of the cup may be formed with
& bottom having openings therein for drain-
age; but in the accompanying drawings the
cup 1s shown provided with fongues 2 at its
lower end which project inwardly to provide
abutments. Instead of tongues the lower end
of the cup may be formed with an inwardly
extending annular flange. R

The combined ball ejector and flag staff
support fits within the cup, as shown in Fig-
ures 1, 2 and 5, and consists of upper and

a base 5 from which rises a tubular post or
socket 6 and about the socket is disposed a
platform or spring support 7. The post also
carries a circumferentially extending flange
8 disposed above the spring support in spaced
rélation thereto and constitufing a latch-en-
gaging keeper which extends entirely about
the post. 'This lower section'is preferably
split vertically, or, in other words, formed
of companion sections which meet in edge
to edge contact with each other and one sec-
tion has its edge faces formed with ribs 9
which are received in grooves or seats 10

formed in the abutting edge faces of the other

section so that when the two sections are ap-

‘plied to each other and secured by screws 11

passed through ears 12 beneath the spring
support the - two sections will be very firmly
held in engagement  with each other. It
should be noted that the marginal portions
of the spring support. and base are recessed,
as shown at 13 and 14, so that rain water or
water from melted snow flowing into the cup

90

100




may p&ss aownwardly to the bot tom ‘of the
cup and into-the ground beneath the cup.
Therefore, water will be prevented from ac-.

Cemtt

“post 6 and has its lower end ‘enlarged ex-

i will be disposed” close to the top of the hole

" _which fits snugly 1n the cup and guides slid-
ing movemert of the ball support and stem
and prevents likelihood of the ball support:

cumulating in the cup:

.. The upper section has a hollow stem 15 of

such-diameter that-it may slide freely in the

ternally, as shown at 16, in order to form

a c1rcumferent1a11y extendlng abutment
adapted to bear against the internally thicks -
ened upper portlon or abutinent 17 of the post..
and limit: upward- movement of the stem.

This stem is of such length that when it is
in an elevated position the platform or ball
support 18 formed integral with or threaded
upon its upper end, as shown in Figure 2,

19" formed ‘in the ground fo receive the cup

“and ‘thereby -cause a golf ball to be either
ie}ected from- the hole or-the ball supported
_in such -position that it ‘may be easily. re-
“moved. This ball support or platform 18 is

formed with a dependmg annular ﬁange 20

or cup catching and failing to move. upward-
ly‘to the proper p051t10n “A-coiled’ spring

21 surrounds the stem and upper portion of
‘the post and has its Iower end resting upon
" _the spring support 7 where it is secured by

aclip

99 and its‘upper eénd bearing against

- the under face of the ball support Where it

LR

* spring urges the ball support and stem up-
~ wardly in _order to _eject a ball from the cup
" when the upper portlon of the device is re-

is secured by a’ “clip 28. The lower end of

. the spring has also been formed with a’hook
~ 24 engaged through-an opening formed in.

the spring support in ‘order to very ﬁrmly
secure”the spring upon its support. This

leased for movement from a retracted posi-

“tion shown in Figure 1 to ‘an e‘itended posi-

~tion shown in Figure 2. -

A
ot
o

- has"been provided a latch 25.
extends vertically at one side of the stem and.

“In-order {0 releasably secure the ball sup-
port and:its stem in a retracted pos1t1on? there
This" latch

is pivotally mounted, as shown ‘at 26, with

_its upper portion pI‘O]eOtHlO' upwardly above”
“the -ball support through an opening 27

“formed therein and-its lower end’is formed'
with a bill 28 adapted ‘to engage beneath -

- the keeper 8 when  the ‘upper portlon of the

device is pressed downwardly ‘md retain -
77 it in a retracted position.” A spring 29 car-
' i‘rled by the ball support extends downwal dly
in’ erigagement with the latch and yieldably

: holds the latch in: the p051t10n shown in Fig-

- ure 2 so that when the ball support or upper -

* portion of the device is pressed downwardly
" the bill will | enﬂage the’ keeper and retain the

ball suppmt in a retracted pos1t10n Upon

- thé upper end of the latch is secured a head

85,

30, and from an 1nspect10n of qure 4 it

“the keeper extﬂnds efltlrely

1,826,641

will be seen that this head is arcuate in shape
and extends about the open upper end of the
stem 15 so that a flag staff 31 may be thrust
downwardly through the stem and into the

‘post-6 with the lower end of the flag staff
resting  upon “the ground or partially em-

bedded therein. If so desired, a disk 32 hav-
ing a center opening 83 for passarre of the
ﬂdﬂ‘ stafl may be. secured upon the head 30

'by rivets 34 passed through the disk and ends
of the head. . Tt will be reachly seen-that when

pressure is applied to the head or disk the
1ateh will be moved out of engagement with

‘the keeper thereby releasing the ball support

or upper portion of the devme and permit-
ting the spring 21 to expand and move the

70

80

ball support upwardly until upward move- -
ment is stopped by engagement 0f the ‘abut-

ment 16 with the abutment 17 Therefore, a

‘ball resting upon'the sup‘vmt or upon the disk ¢
32 will be elther ejected from the cnp or ele-
vated to such'a posmlon that 1t Tay | be Very .

easily removed.

When- ‘this 1mpr0ved baﬂl e]ectmo dev1ce
is in wse, it is'set-into a golf cup embedded-

in“the ground. and the ball suppowi; or-upper

]

portlon of the device: pressed. downwardly '

until the latch engages the keeper.
whout the post
6, it is not necessary to have ‘the latch in a

.certam position cir cumferenhalhr of the post

in order to engage the k keeper. When a Dlayer

:Bince

is about to drlve a ball into a cup, it Is cus- -

tomary to remove the flag staff so that it will

not interfere with passage of the ball into 1%

the cup but the diameter of the cup is al-
ways such that a ball may drep. into the cup
even if the flag staff is in place.- When a ball

drops. into the cup, it falls upon the ball sup-
.port and in order to eject the ball from the’
_cup it is merely necessary to.insert the flag
-staff until its lower end rests upon the head

80 and then apply pressure in order to move

the latch out of engagement with the keepe1 :
“This will release the ball support or upper
-portion of the device and the. spring 21-will

project it upwardly to the position shown in :

Figure 2.and cause the ball to be either ejected

from the hole or supported in such position

that it may be easily removed. . The ﬁao ‘staff
may then be- apphed to the ball sunpmt ard

‘pressure exérted in order to force the ball
support and its stem downwardly to'a low-
ered pos1t10n in which it will be’secured by
-the lateh. = Tf the"device is “provided with

a disk 82, such as shown in Figures 5 and’ 6,
the force of the ball qtmkmcr the dlsk W;H

‘cause the latch to be rekased and the ball.

ejected. Tt will thus be seen that when a
golf cup is equipped with this de

will be prevented : from droppm to thebot-

tom of the ‘eup and becommo soiled by mud .

or. other dirt in the: cup and also it will not
he necessary for a player to reach into the
cup in order to remove the bal]

When the:»
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' ﬁa‘g staff is set in piacé, it passes through
the stem and post and, therefore, will be firm-

*ly held in an upright position and cannot

move to such a position that it may interfere
with a ball entering the cup in case the ball
approaches the cup before the staff is with-
drawn. A golf club, such as a putter, may be
employed to release the ejector if so desirved
instead of using the flag for this purpose.

Having thus described the invention, I
claim:" -

1. A golf cup comprising 2 hollow body
open at its top and adapted to be set into the
ground, a flag staff holder extending verti-

cally in said body, a ball support slidable in’

the body from a retracted to an elevated posi-
tion, a latch carried by said support to engage
the flag staff holder and releasably retain said
support in a retracted position and permit a
ball to drop into the cup, and resilient mearis
to project the support upwardly and move a
ball into position for removal from the cup
when the latch is released. - '

2. A golf cup comprising a hollow body

7 open at its top, a flag staff support in said-

body having tubular upper and lower sections
slidable one. within the other, a collar secured
about the upper section and moving there-
with from a position adjacent the upper end

> of the body to a retracted position, a keeper -

carried by the lower section of the staff sup-
port, a latch carried by said collar and yield-
ably held in position to engage said keeper

when the collar and upper section are pressed

(2]

" downwardly and releasably secure the collar

and upper section in a depressed position,
said latch being adapted to be moved to a re-

- leasing position by an element thrust down-

wardly into-the body, and a spring to.move
* the collar and upper section upwardly into .
position to permit removal of a ball from the

cup when the latchisreleased. .
3. A golf cup comprising a hollow body
open at its top, a flag staff support in said

“_body having tubular upper and lower sections
slidable one within the other, a collar secured -

about the upper section and moving therewith

~from a position adjacent the upper end of

En

the body to a retracted position, a keeper ex-

© tending entirely about the lower section, a

latch pivoted to said collar with portions ex-
tended- above and below the collar and its
lower portion formed with a hill to engage
said keeper and releasably secure the collar

- and upper section in a depressed position, the

latch being movable out of engagement with
the keeper by pressure applied to its upper
portion, and a spring to move the collar and
‘upper section upwardly into position to per-

‘'mit removal of a ball from the cup when the

-~ -latch 1s released. :

65

4. A golf cup comprising a hollow body
_open at its top, a flag stafl support in said

body having tubular upper and lower sections

_slidable one within the other, a collar secured

about the upper section and moving therewith
from a position adjacent the upper end of the

‘body to a retracted position, a keeper carried

by the lower portion, a latch pivoted to said

collar and yieldably held in position to engage
said keeper when the eollar and upper por-

“tion are pressed downwardly in the body and

releasably secure the collar and upper section

70

in‘a depressed position, a spring support car- B

ried by the lower section below said keeper,
and a coiled spring disposed about said flag
stafl support with its lower end resting upon
the spring support and its upper end bearing

45

against said collar with the latch extending

downwardly through the spring, said spring
serving to move the collar and upper section
upwardly into position to permit removal of
a ball from the cup when the latch is released.

5. A golf cup comprising a hollow body
open at its top and adapted to be set into the
ground, a ball support slidable in the body
from a retracted to an elevated position, a
lateh to releasably retain said support in a

80

85

retracted position and permit a ball to drop

into the cup, said latch being pivotally mount-

ed and extending upwardly above said sup-
port and having a head at its upper end
adapted to be pressed upon to move the latch
to a releasing position, and resilient means

90

to project the support upwardly and move a 95

ball into position for removal from the cup

“when the latch is released.

6. A golf cup comprising a hollow body
open at 1ts top, a flag staff support in said
body having tubular upper and lower sec-
tions slidable one within the other, a collar
secured about the upper section and moving

100

therewith from a position adjacent the upper .

end of the body to a retracted position, a
keeper extending entirely about the lower
section, a latch passed through an opening in
said collar and pivoted to the collar, said
latch having a bill at its lower end to engage
said keeper and a head at its upper end dis-
posed above the collar and adapted to be
pressed upon to release the latch from the

‘keeper, a spring urging the latch into posi-

tion to engage the keeper when the collar and
upper section are pressed downwardly, and

a spring to move the collar and upper section

upwardly into position to permit removal
of a ball from the cup when the latch is re-
leased.

7.°A golf cup comprising a hollow body
open at its top, a flag staff support in said
body having tubular upper and lower sec-
tions slidable one within the other, a collar
secured about the upper section and moving’
therewith from a position adjacent the upper
end of the body to a retracted position, a
keeper extending entirely about the lower
section, a latch passed through an opening in
said collar and pivoted to the collar, said

105

110

115

120

125

latch having a bill at its lower end to engage

said keeper and a head at its upper end dis-
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" posed above ‘the collar and adapted to be =~
. pressed upon to release the latch from the . - .
. keeper, a spring urging the latch-into posi--

- tion toengage the keeper when the collar and

5 upper section are pressed downwardly,a disk . .

- secured upon the head of said lateh and -

- adapted to bestruck by a golf ball to apply- - .
pressure to the latch and release the latch;. .
~and g spring to.move the collar-and upper .

10 section upwardly into position to permit re- -

~“oanoval of aball from the cup when the latch

- i released. Sl T e

~In testimony whereof I affix my signature. - .
GEORGE W. WADDELL. [r.s.]-
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