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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, EDwIN O. ROENIGK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Awnings; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact descriptiofi of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
awnings; and it has for its object to provide
a simple, durable, and inexpensive awning
constructed in such a manner that it can be
easily and quickly operated, and which, when
folded, will lie close to the building in aneat
and compact manner.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in constructing each side of the awning
of a series of strips of unequal length, which
lap one another at the bottom and are piv-
oted on a bolt passing through the series.
The upper ends of theseries of strips arebev-
eled to correspond with the inclination of the
top, and they are of such width that they just
overlap at the upper ends, their length being
so adjusted and proportioned that the upper
ends of theseriesof strips will form a continu-
ous flush support for the top. The top is
formed of some desirable flexible material,
and it is secured to transverse pieces which
connect the inner and outer side strips, re-
spectively, so that when the awning islowered
the top will be drawn taut and rest easily on
the sides.

To elevate the awning, I provide a rope,
which passes through a pulley on the trans-
verse strip connecting the outer side pieces,
and is secured to the transverse strip con-
necting the inner side pieces, passing under
the top to support the same as the awning is
being elevated to prevent its falling into the
space or recess formed between the longer
side pieces and the shorter pieces. A short
portion of the top is arranged to drop over
the edge of the awning when lowered to form
a curtain, and a bar is secured on each inner
side piece which projects beyond the outer
side piece and serves to draw the sides info a
folded position when theawningiselevated,in
connection with webs of a suitable strong ma-

terial, which are fastened to the inner sides of
the strips near the upper ends thereof and
connect each strip of the series together.

My invention consists, further, of certain
details of construction and arrangement of
parts, as will more fully appear hereinafter..

I have illustrated the invention in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure I is a perspective view of the awn-
ing in a lowered position and broken away.
Fig. ITis a perspective view of the awning
partly folded. Fig. ITI is a plan view of the
inner side of one of the sides of the awning;
and Fig. IV is a rear elevation of one of the
sides, showing the series of strips of unequal
length in a folded position. :

Referring to the drawings, in which like
letters of reference denote corresponding
parts in each of the figures, A A’ designate
the sides of the awning, each of which con-
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sists of a series of narrow flat strips a, pivot- -
ally secured together on a bolt ¢, passing

througlh the series. These strips are prefer-
ably of unequal length, the outer strips be-
ing longer than the middle ones, and the in-
termediate strips progressively increasing in
length toward the outer strips. The upper
ends of the series of strips are beveled, as at
D, to correspond with the ineclination of the
top when the awning is lowered, and in this
position the inner edge of each strip will over-
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lap the upper edge of the next strip, and the

extent of the lapping decreases from the piv-
otal point to the upper end of the strips.

To retain the strips in their proper posi-
tions, I connect them together at or neartheir
upper ends by a web b’ of some strong flexi-
ble material, as leather, which is fastened on
the inside of the strips, preferably at the over-
lapped edge. It will thus be readily seen
that when the awning is lowered the web will
be drawn taut and connect the spread upper
ends of the strips; and when the awning is
folded the web will not enter between the
strips and impede their operation, but will
fold or bulge in the position shown in Fig. IV,
The outer and inner strips C D of the awning
are preferably larger than the intermediate
strips, for strength and protection, and they
are connected at their upper ends by trans-
verse pieces cd. On the inner strips D, near
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the upper end thereof, is provided a later-
ally-projecting rod or bar E, which extends
across the series of stripsand assists the webs
in bringing the sides into a folded position.

The top I of this awning consists of some
flexible material, which is fastened to the
transverse piece ¢, connecting the outer strips.
This top is also fastened to the transverse
piece d, connecting the inner strips, in such a
manner that when the awning is lowered the

top will be fully extended and drawn prac-

tically taut and will rest on the inclined up-
per ends of the series of strips forming the
sides, which will also be fully extended and
the webs connecting the strips drawn taut.

As shown in the drawings, I prefer to con-
struct the top F of wooden strips £, of bamboo
or other desirable wood, which are connected
by a series of lacings f/, extending through-
out the length of the top F. This construection
provides a neat and attractive top, which will
readily fold upon itself when the awning is ele-
vated, and by the arrangement of the lacing
the strips f are spaced a slight distance apart
to admit thelight and are yet sufficiently close
to prevent the sun’s raysfrom passing through
too strongly. The lower end of the top ex-
tends beyond the transverse strip d and forms
a loose curtain G.

To operate the awning, I provide a rope II,
whieh is secured to the transverse strip d and
passes under the top and through a pulley %
on the strip ¢ to a convenient position for op-
erating. DBesides providing a means for ele-
vating the awning, this rope has another im-
portant function, which consists in support-
ing the top as it is being folded above the
plane of the two transverse strips ¢ d and out
of the recess between the longer strips of the
sides formed by the smaller strips.

I am aware that it is not new to provide
awnings with sliding sides and tops; but in
my construction and arrangement the strips’
forming the sides, being of unequal length,
form a recess when the awning is elevated
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and the folds of the top would be likely to fall
into said recess if no means were provided
to prevent this; but the operating-rope passes
under the top and the weight and tension
are sufficient to keep it taut to support the
top as the awning is being elevated. This
rope can be manipulated and fastened to ad-
just the awning at a desired elevation.

In the construction of the improved awning
I prefer to use wood, which is light and easily
made attractive; but it is obvious that metal
may be used with equal results.
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The awning may be secured to a building

in any desirable manner, and I have shown
supports I, secured on the bolts ¢’ and adapted
to be driven into the walls of a building.

I am aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and details of construction
can be made without departing from thespirit
or sacrificing the advantages of my invention,
and I therefore reserve the right tomake such
changes as fall within the scope of my inven-
tion. o

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In an awning, the series of stripsof unequal
lengths pivotally secured together at their
lower ends and forming the sides of the awn-
ing, the transverse pieces connecting the in-
ner and outer strips, the flexible fop fastened
to the transverse pieces only and adapted to
rest loosely on the sides when the awning is
lowered, the outwardly-projecting bars E on
the inner strips of each side, the flexible web
b’, secured to the upper edges of each strip
near the top thereof, and the operating-rope,
substantially as described. _

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

EDWIN O. ROENIGK.

Witnesses:
3. S. FAHNESTOCK,
W. A. SCHMIDT,
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