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Sensitive photographic sheet materials, such as photo-
graphic film or paper, are spliced together with a splic-
ing tape having an activated surface by contacting the
emulsion surface of the photographic material with the
activated surface of the tape and applying heat and pres-
sure sufficient to obtain a strong bond. The splicing tape
is comprised of a flexible support, such as paper, cloth
or a polymeric film, coated with a thin layer of a poly-
olefin, such as polyethylene or polypropylene, which has
been surface activated by, for example, flame treatment,
chemical oxidation or electron bombardment.

Low density polyethylene is the preferred polyolefin
and the thickness of the polyolefin layer is typically in
the range of from about 0.1 to about 3 mils. The support
can vary in thickness from about 1 mil to about 8 mils.
A preferred support material is oriented polyethylene ter-
ephthalate film with a thickness of from about 1 to about
3 mils. In effecting splicing, heat and pressure are applied
for a sufficient period of time to effect bonding, typical
times being from about 1 to about 5 seconds.

The splicing tape is particularly advantageous for use
in joining together separate lengths of photographic ma-
terial to form a continuous web adapted to processing
by continuous machine methods.



