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This invention relates to a facing, and, more partic-
ularly, to an ornamental facing which is designed for re-
movable attachment to an exterior wall of a major home
appliance, for example, a refrigerator or stove, or the like.

For many years, the. majority of the larger or major
home -appliances have been-constructed with ‘steel cabi-
nets provided with white enameled or procelainized ex-
terior finishes. - While such finishes, when clean, lend an
hygenic -appearance to the appliances, their large white
surfaces present a somewhat stark image to the eyes.
Further, such all-white appliances are difficult to integrate
into subtle color schemes often used in modern interior
decoration.

One object of my invention, therefore, is to provide a
useful and ornamental facing which may be used to cover
a chosen poriion of a major appliance to improve the
over-all -appearance of the appliance and to render the
appliance ‘more harmonious ‘with its surroundings.

Another object of my invention is to provide an orna-
mental facing which may be economically manufactured,
casily ms‘talled and detached, and easily mamtamed in a
clean condition.

Other objects will be apparent from the remamder of
the specification and from the drawings.

Referring now to the ‘drawings which form a part of
this speciﬁcation )

FIGURE 1is a front elevation showing my facing in-

‘stalled upon the outside of a portion of a refrlgerator

door;
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FIGURE 2 is a partial side.elevation of the structure -

seen in FIGURE 1; ‘

FIGURE 3 is a partial plan view of the structure of
FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 4 is a three-dimensional view taken from the
back side of my facing, and showing said facing detached
from the lefrlgerator door; and

FIGURE 5 is an exploded view of a typlcal corner
portion of my facing, showing how. the various elements
are related,

Referring now to the drawings by reference numerals,
my novel ornamental facing is designated generally by 1.
To illustrate one possible utilization of facing 1, I show
it attached, by means to be described, to a’ porcelainized
steel ‘refrigerator designated . generally by 2. While I
show my facing aftached to a refrigerator door; I'do not
wish to limit myself to such a ‘support since’my facing
may be attached to a gredt variety of articles having mag-
et attracting surfaces, for example, stoves, kitchen cabi-
nets, and the like. Refrigerator 2, as is conventional,
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includes a cabinet body, a portion of which i is shown at 3,

a door 4, hinged to the cabinet body by hinges 5 and 6,
a seal 7, bonded to the inside of the door and positioned
between the door and the cabinet; and a handle § fixed
to the front of the door 4.

My ornamental facing 1, shown alone in FIGURE 4,
and shown mounted on the refrigerator in FIGURES 1
to 3, includes a thin, flexible panel 9, composed of a sheet
of aluminum, or pressed wood, or the like. On the front
of panel 9 is painted, or otherwise imposed, an artistic
representation such as. picture 10, or the front of parel
9 may merely be painted or otherwise coated with a pleas-
ing color, as desired. Attached to the rear side of panel
9, along at least two parallel edges thereof, by means of
glue or the like, not shown; are elongated strips of flexi-
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ble, compressible rubber; or the like. - In the specific em-
bodiment shown in the drawings, four of these strips-are
seen at 11, 12,713 and 14. Each of these four strips has
mitered ends so asto cooperate with a next adjacent strip
to form a square corner. . If desired, rather than using
a plurality of separate’ strips, I may employ one endless,

- rectangular, gasket-like strip which would be- equivalent

to the plural strips-seen in the drawings.” At intervals
along the rear side of each of the strips are ‘formed a
plurality of identical riotches 15 which: allow the strips,
and the flexible panel 9 to be easily bent to fit the contour ;
of the appliance on which my facing is ‘to be mounted.

Each notch 15 lies lateral to the longitudinal axis of the
strip portion in which it is formed, and the notches extend
a majority of the way, but not through the -strip, as best
seen in FIGURE 5. Between each notch 15 remains a
hill 16, and in the top of at least some of these hills are
formed recesses as at 17. These recesses each.are pro-
vided to feceive a small permanent magnet 18, the mag-
nets being held in the recesses by means of glue, or the
like; not shown. - The tops of magnets 18 'may be made
flush with the top of the hills, or they may be made to lie
slightly above, or below the top of the hills. If the tops

of magnets 18 are made to lie slightly below the tops of
hills 16, then the strips 17 must compress slightly before

the 'magnets can engage a surface. In the drawings I
show the magnets’ top faces flush with the tops of hills 16.

The magneis form' the means for attaching the facing
to its support. ' I.prefer to empioy magnetic ‘means,
rather than adhesive or “other obviously serviceable at-
taching ineans, so that the facing can easily be dis-
mounted  for cleaning of the facing and the appliance.
Obviously, the support upon which my facing is mounted
for use must be of a material, such as steel, to which a
magnet is attracted.

To employ my facing, a user merely holds it so that
its rear 'side-is closely adjacent a magnet-attracting sur-
face; as for example, door 4 of steel refrigerator 2. - The
magnets, and thus the entire facing, are then attracted to
the surface and the notches 15 allow the strips'and panel
9 to. flex so as to conform to the contour of the door’s
surface. To remove the facing from the refrigerator, if
it is necessary only to overcome the magnet’s attraction
to the door; either by pulling the facing outwardly from
the door, or by sliding the facing laterally off of the door.

Having now set forth the structure and mode of utiliza-
tion of my invention, what I claim as new and desire to
secure by Letters Patent is:

1.'An ornamental facing adapted to be supported by a
magnet-atiracting surface comprising: a flexible normally
planar panel having substantially parallel opposite faces
and including‘a border portion coextensive with the mar-
gin-forming edge portions thereof; magnet means having
poriions adapted to engage said surface, said magnet means
comprising a plurality of spaced magnets located along
substantially the entire border portion of said panel ad-
jacent one of said faces; and means attaching said magnet
means 1o said one of said faces, said attaching means in-
cluding elongated flexible strip means having notch means
therein to increase the flexibility thereof, said strip having
one side engaged with said one of said panel faces and
an opposite side adapted to face said surface when said
facing is: supported thereon, said notch means ‘including
a plurality of spaced notches having tops which open to-
ward said opposite side of said strip and bottoms which
are located - closer to said panel than said. tops, each of
said mnotches being located substantially transversely. to
the Tength of that portion of said strip in which each notch
is formed, and each notch top comprising spaced opposed
notch walls which: intersect with.and interrupt the con-
tinuity of said opposite side of said strip, said panel being
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sufficiently flexible that said panel is capable of flexing
from its normally planar condition to assume substantial
parallelism with said surface when supported thereon in
the event that said surface exhibits a contour other than
flat.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein each of said
opposed notch walls converge toward the bottoms of the
notches of which said opposed walls are a part.
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