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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Judging from the description in claim 1, the claim hasgs two inventions.
One of the two inventions is “a cross groove constant velocity universal
joint used for a drive shaft of an automobile, the constant velocity universal
joint having an inner ring having an outer peripheral surface where ball
grooves that are inclined in directions opposite to each other relative to
the axis of theringarealternately arranged in the circumferential direction
of the ring; an outer ring having an inner surface where ball grooves that
are inclined opposite to each other relative to the axis are alternately
arranged in the circumferential direction of the ring; (continued to extra
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L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
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torgue transmission balls assembled at a crossing section between the
ball grooves in the inner ring and the ball grooves in the outer ring,
the ball grooves of the inner ring and outer ring being inclined in
directions opposite to each other; and a cage interposed between the
outer gurface of the inner ring and the inner gsurface of the outer ring
and retaining the torque transmission balls at a predetermined interval
in the circumferential direction of the cage, wherein the number of
the torque transmigssionballs is ten and wherein crossing angles between
the axigs of the inner ring or outer ring and the ball grooves of the
inner ring and the ball grooves of the outer ring are not less than
10° and not more than 15°, the ball grooves in the inner and outer ring
being inclined in the direction opposite to each other.” (hereinafter
referred to as “invention A") The other of the two inventions is “a
cross groove constant velocity universal joint used for a propeller
shaft of an automobile, the constant velocity universal joint having
an inner ring having an outer peripheral surface where ball grooves
that are inclined in directions opposite to each other relative to the
axisoftheringarealternatelyarrangedinthecircumferential direction
of the ring; an outer ring having an inner surface where ball grooves
that are inclined opposite to each other relative to the axis of the
ring are alternately arranged in the circumferential direction of the
ring; torque transmission balls assembled at a crossing section between
the ball grooves in the inner ring and the ball grooves in the outer
ring, the ball grooves of the inner ring and outer ring being inclined
in directions opposite to each other; and a cage interposed between
the outer surface of the inner ring and the inner surface of the outer
ring and retaining the torgue transmission balls at a predetermined
interval inthe circumferential direction of the cage, wherein the number
of the torque transmission balls is ten and wherein crossing angles
between the axis of the inner ring or outer ring and the ball grooves
of the inner ring and the ball grooves of the outer ring are not less
than 6° and not more than 9°, the ball grooves in the inner and outer
ringbeinginclinedinthedirectionoppositetoeachother.” (hereinafter
referred to as “invention B”)

Further, the matter common to invention A and invention B ig “a cross
groove constant velocity universal joint having an inner ring having
an outer peripheral surface where ball grooves that are inclined in
directions opposite to each other relative to the axis of the ring are
alternately arranged in the circumferential direction of the ring ;
anouter ring having an inner surface whereball grooves that are inclined
opposite to each other relative to the axis of the ring are alternately
arranged in the circumferential direction of the ring; torque
transmigsion ballg assembled in a crossing section between the ball
grooves in the inner ring and the ball grooves in the outer ring, the
ball grooves of the inner ring and outer ring being inclined indirections
opposite to each other; and a cage interposed between the outer surface
of the inner ring and the inner surface of the outer ring and retaining
the torque transmission ballg at a predetermined interval in the
circumferential direction of the cage, wherein the number of the torque
transmission balls is ten.

However, the matter except that the number of the torque transmission
balls is ten is common general technical knowledge and, in addition,
the number of the torque transmissionballs can be determined as required
by a person skilled in the art. As a consequence, the common matter
is not a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2,
second sentence.

(continued to the next page)
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Therefore, there is no matter common to all the inventions of claim
1, and it is apparent that claim 1 does not satisfy the requirement
of unity of invention.

Based on the above, the number of the inventions of this international
application ig two that are the invention that includes the degcription
in the portion relating to invention A in claim 1 and those descriptions
of claims 2 and 3 that refer back to the portion, and the invention
that includes the description in the portion relating to invention B
in claim 1 and those descriptions of claims 2 and 3 that refer back
to the portion.
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