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(57) ABSTRACT 

An organizational system including an outer bag body and 
a rigid storage basket configured to fit within the outer bag 
body. The outer bag body may be styled as a conventional 
purse, etc. The storage basket preferably includes multiple 
individual storage compartments arranged adjacent one 
another with a respective open end of each storage com 
partment arranged adjacent one another so that all individual 
storage compartments are readily accessible from an open 
ing at the top of the purse? bag when the basket is positioned 
within the bag body. Optionally, the storage basket is readily 
removable from the purse so that it may be placed on a 
kitchen countertop, etc. to provide organization to the bas 
ket's contents without the need for any support from a bag 
body. Optionally, the organizational system includes one or 
more interchangeable bag bodies configured to fit the same 
storage basket. 
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receive a removable storage basket. For example, the recep 
tacle may be retained on a countertop, etc. and the storage 
basket may be moved from a purse to the receptacle while 
the purse's owner is at home so that ready access may be had 
to personal effects without the burden of searching in a 
purse, and yet all Such personal effects may be easily moved 
to a bag body when the owner wishes to leave the home. The 
receptacle may be configured to Support the storage basket 
in an embodiment in which the storage basket is not suffi 
ciently self-supporting. 

0012. In either a removable or non-removable embodi 
ment, the storage basket may include multiple removable 
liners, such as a rigid plastic trays, each being positionable 
within one of its individual storage compartments. In one 
embodiment, the liners and storage baskets are of an inter 
changeable design. In this manner, personal effects are 
placed in the individual liners, and each liner with its 
personal effects contents may be individually removed from 
one purse? basket (e.g. the grocery shopping purse) to 
another purse or storage basket (e.g. the dinner affair purse 
or the counter top mounting receptacle basket) to provide for 
various different combinations of individual storage com 
partments to allow various combinations of individual lin 
erS/storage compartments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 The present invention will now be described by 
way of example with reference to the following drawings in 
which: 

0014 FIG. 1 is a side view of an exemplary purse-style 
carryall bag body for use in accordance with the present 
invention; 
0015 FIG. 2 is a top view of the bag body of FIG. 1, 
shown open and housing therein an exemplary storage 
basket in accordance with the present invention; 
0016 FIG. 2A is a top view of an alternative embodiment 
of the storage basket of FIG. 2; 
0017 FIG. 3 is a side view of the exemplary storage 
basket of FIG. 2; 
0018 FIGS. 4-6 are top views of the bag body and 
storage basket of FIG. 2, showing compatibility of the 
storage basket with another bag body and a mounting 
receptacle; 

0019 FIGS. 7-9 are side views of FIGS. 4-6; 
0020 FIGS. 10-12 are top views of the bag body, storage 
basket and mounting receptacle of FIGS. 4-6, further illus 
trating individual removable liners and the interchangeabil 
ity of same; 
0021 FIG. 13 is a side view of an alternate embodiment 
of a bag body in accordance with the present invention; 
0022 FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the bag body of 
FIG. 13 and an exemplary storage basket for removable 
insertion therein; and 
0023 FIG. 15 is a top view of an alternative embodiment 
of the organizational system of FIG. 14 in which the storage 
basket is positioned in and fixed to the bag body. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0024. The present invention provides an organizational 
system for carryall bags. The organizational system includes 
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an outer bag body 10 and a rigid storage basket 50 config 
ured to fit within the outer bag body 10, as best shown in 
FIGS. 1-3. For illustrative purposes, reference is made 
herein to the embodiments shown in the drawings, in the 
context of a purse-type carryall bag. It should be understood 
that the present invention is equally applicable to other types 
of carryall bags, and that the actual size, dimensions, con 
figurations and relative positioning of the various compo 
nents of the organizational system will vary according to the 
size, shape and functions desired in any particular usage. 

0025 The outer bag body may have any suitable struc 
ture, such as a conventional purse structure. FIG. 1 is a side 
view of an exemplary purse-style carryall bag body 10 for 
use in accordance with the present invention. As shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, the exemplary bag body 10 is conventional 
in that it includes a base portion 12 defining an interior space 
14 that is accessible through a bag opening 16 toward a top 
of the bag body. The interior space 14 is dimensioned to 
receive the storage basket 50 (FIG. 3), as best shown in FIG. 
2. 

0026 Referring again to FIGS. 1 and 2, the exemplary 
purse bag body 10 includes a cover/flap 18 for covering the 
opening 16. The cover/flap 18 is selectively securable by a 
Zipper closure 20. As will be appreciated by those skilled in 
the art, other bag designs include an opening, which may be 
closable by a Zipper, Snaps, etc., with or without such a 
cover/flap. The exemplary bag further includes a conven 
tional strap 22, as best shown in FIG. 1, the strap being 
omitted for illustrative clarity in FIG. 2. It will be appreci 
ated that the straps may be provided as shoulder straps, 
carrying handles, or for decorative purposes, as known in the 
art. 

0027. The base portion 12 and cover/flap 18 may be 
constructed of any Suitable materials, particular conven 
tional bag and/or purse materials such as leather, cotton, 
polyester, nylon, etc. that are flexible and not self-support 
ing. Accordingly, the bag body's materials may be selected 
for durability, washability and aesthetic appeal, without 
regard to a need for structural rigidity. 

0028 FIG. 2 is a top view of the bag body 10 of FIG. 1, 
shown open and housing therein an exemplary storage 
basket 50. FIG. 3 is a side view of the exemplary storage 
basket 50. The storage basket 50 is constructed of a rigid 
material Such that it is structurally self supporting, so that it 
will not collapse or deform under its own weight, so as to 
maintain the storage basket's compartments in a defined 
open, accessible orientation. For example, a rigid plastic and 
a semi-rigid self-supporting manually flexible plastic (col 
lectively referred to as “rigid') have been found suitable for 
this purpose. The storage basket 50 defines one or more 
individual storage compartments 52a, 52b, 52c, 52d, 52e, 
52?. 52g, 52h. Each storage compartment is essentially in the 
form of a cup or tray, in that it is Substantially closed at a 
bottom end, has rigid sidewalls, and is open at its top end, 
Such that it is capable of receiving and retaining personal 
effects of the type carried in a purse or bag. The compart 
ments of a single storage basket need not be uniform in size 
or shape. Optionally, the storage basket 50 is made up of 
separate rigid-walled compartments, each having a bottom 
wall, top wall and open end, that have a modular, selectively 
interconnectable/disconnectable design to form storage bas 
kets having various storage compartment configurations. 
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Such individual compartments may be provided with 
complementary pins and sockets for the purpose, much like 
some conventional dishwasher utensil baskets. Preferably, 
the storage basket 50 is designed to occupy substantially all 
of the interior space, i.e., with little or no space between the 
storage basket and or storage inner Surface of the bag body. 
0029. The individual compartments are arranged adjacent 
one another with a respective open end 54a, 54b, 52c. 54d. 
54e, 54f. 54g, 54h of each storage compartment arranged 
adjacent one another, preferably in a Substantially planar 
array, so that all individual storage compartments are posi 
tioned with their respective open ends readily manually 
accessible from an opening 16 at the top of the purse? bag 
body 10 when the storage basket 50 is positioned within the 
bag body 10, as best shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
0030 The storage basket 50 preferably includes a handle 
for carrying it apart from the bag body 10. The handle may 
have any suitable configuration. In the exemplary embodi 
ment of FIGS. 2 and 3, the handle includes an integral fin 56 
defining an opening 58 therethrough to provide a manually 
graspable handle. Alternatively, a flexible strap or rigid 
generally U-shaped handle may be attached at each end to 
opposite sides of the storage basket 50. 
0031 Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the storage basket 50 

is constructed to be rigid and structurally self-supporting, 
such that the storage basket 50 may be removed from the bag 
body 10 and placed on a kitchen countertop, table, Vanity, 
etc. while maintaining both its structural integrity and its 
organizational of the storage basket’s contents without the 
need for any support from a bag body 10. Further, the 
storage basket 50 is configured with a relatively broad base 
to enable it to stand alone in an upright orientation and in a 
stable manner, without the need for additional support. By 
way of example, the storage basket 50 is preferably con 
structed of a rigid plastic material for this purpose, e.g. by 
injection molding to produce a unitary body. Optionally, the 
Surfaces of the storage basket are completely solid, and the 
material is opaque, such that contents of the individual 
storage compartments can be determined only by looking 
through the open tops of the individual storage compart 
mentS. 

0032. In one embodiment, there are multiple individual 
compartments with that are identical in size, shape and/or 
configuration, such that array of identical compartments is 
provided. Optionally, a plurality, but not all, of adjacent 
compartments have identical sizes, shapes and configura 
tions. Optionally, all compartments have identical sizes, 
shapes and configurations. Optionally, the storage baskets 
side wall is substantially perpendicular to the bottom wall, 
and each storage compartment defines a volume that is 
Substantially cuboid or parallelepiped in shape. 
0033 FIGS. 4 and 7 are top and side views, respectively, 
of the bag body 10 and storage basket 50 of FIG. 2, with the 
cover/flap 18 omitted for illustrative clarity. FIGS. 5 and 8 
are top and side views, respectively, of another, different bag 
body 10A. For example, bag body 10 may be a bag body of 
a woman's everyday purse (e.g., imprinted nylon), whereas 
bag body 10A may be a bag body of a woman’s formal affair 
purse (e.g., patent leather). It should be noted that the 
individual bag bodies may be nearly identical with the 
exception of overall aesthetic appearance, or may be very 
dissimilar in that they bag bodies are of entirely different 
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designs. In either event, the formal bag body 10A is similar 
everyday purse bag body 10 in that it also has a base portion 
12A defining an interior space 14A. Further, both bag bodies 
are similar in that they are both sized to receive the storage 
basket 50, and in that the interior space 14A is accessible 
through a bag opening 16A toward a top of the bag body. 
Accordingly, the bag bodies 10, 10A are compatible and are 
both interchangeable with respect to the storage basket 50. 
Thus the storage basket, and all of its personal effects 
contents, may be moved from one bag body 10 to another 
bag body 10A easily and efficiently, while retaining the 
organization of the personal effects in the storage basket. 
0034. Accordingly, the organizational system may 
includes one or more interchangeable bag bodies, and one or 
more interchangeable storage baskets, so that a single Stor 
age basket may be carried within one of several different bag 
bodies, and/or a single bag body may carry any one of 
several different storage baskets. 
0035. Optionally, the organizational system further 
includes a receptacle 60 that defines a socket dimensioned 
and configured to receive the storage basket 50. FIGS. 6 and 
9 are side and top views, respectively, of an exemplary 
receptacle 60. For example, the receptacle 60 may include 
one or more sidewalls 62a, 62b, 62c. 62d defining a closed 
loop and/or tray defining a socket 64 dimensioned to receive 
the storage basket 50. The receptacle 60 may include rubber 
or other slip-resistant feet 66 to help retain the receptacle 60 
in a stable position on a horizontal surface, and to constrain 
movement and prevent tipping of any basket 50 positioned 
therein. 

0036. For example, the receptacle 60 may be retained on 
a kitchen countertop and the storage basket 50 may be 
moved from a purse (see bag 10, FIG. 7) to the receptacle 60 
(FIG. 9) while the purse's owner is at home so that easy 
access may be had to the personal effects that were formerly 
carried within the purse/bag body 10, and that remain in the 
storage basket 50. Notably, such access may be had without 
the burden of rooting in a purse, and yet all Such personal 
effects may be easily returned to a bag body 10, 10A when 
the owner wishes to leave the home, etc. In one embodiment, 
the receptacle 60 may be configured to Support the storage 
basket 50 in an embodiment in which the storage basket 50 
is not constructed of a rigid material and/or is not sufficiently 
self-supporting. 

0037 As shown in FIGS. 10-12, the organizational sys 
tem optionally further includes multiple removable compart 
ment liners 70a, 70b, 70c, 70d, 70e,70?, 70g, 70h, 70i, 70i, 
70k, 701, 70m, 70m, 700, 70p, etc. This is particularly 
advantageous when the organizational system includes more 
than one storage basket or receptacle 60. Each liner gener 
ally has the form of a rigid plastic tray that is dimensioned 
and/or contoured to be positionable within one of the storage 
baskets individual storage compartments. Accordingly, 
each compartment and liner acts like a pair of nested cups. 
Thus, the liners and storage baskets are of a compatible 
design, Such that each liner will fit within at least one storage 
compartment of more than one storage basket. In such an 
embodiment, liners are positioned within the individual 
storage compartments of the storage baskets 50, 50a, 50b, 
before personal effects are placed therein. Groups of per 
sonal effects are designated by the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, 
G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O and P in FIGS. 10-12. 
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0038 Accordingly, groups of personal effects can be 
moved among multiple bag bodies on a per-compartment 
basis, rather than on the per-basket basis discussed above 
with reference to FIGS. 4-9. Accordingly, personal effects in 
groups D and H can be moved from one storage basket 
50/bag body 10 to another storage basket 50a/bag body 10A, 
by moving only the corresponding liners 70d, 70h, while the 
storage basket 50 and remaining groups of personal effects 
A, B, C, E, F and G remain in bag body 10, as shown in 
FIGS. 10 and 11. Thus, each liner with its respective 
personal effects contents may be individually removed from 
one purse? basket (e.g. the grocery shopping purse) to 
another purse/basket (e.g. the black tie affair purse or the 
counter top mounting receptacle basket) to provide for 
various different combinations of individual storage com 
partments. This is convenient, for example, for moving 
cosmetics from an everyday purse to a dinner affair purse, 
while leaving items non-essential to the dinner affair, Such as 
Sunglasses, in the everyday purse. 
0039. In another embodiment, the overall components of 
the bag body 10 and storage basket 50 are similar to those 
described above, e.g., as shown in FIGS. 1-3, but the storage 
basket 50 is fixedly attached to the bag body 10 so as not to 
be readily removable therefrom. See FIG. 15. For example, 
the storage basket 50 may be attached to the bag body 10 by 
Stitches, adhesive, ultrasonic welding, melting/fusing, etc. In 
Such an embodiment, the storage basket is intended to be 
used with only a single bag body 10, namely the attached 
bag body 10. In this manner, the storage basket acts prima 
rily as a divider, to define compartments for use in separat 
ing, organizing and containing one’s personal effects. Such 
a storage basket and bag body are nevertheless capable of 
storing and organizing personal effects in a manner similar 
to that described above. As a complement to Such a com 
bination bag body 10 and storage basket 50, an organizer 
may be provided that is essentially a storage basket, which 
may have a size and configuration different from the storage 
basket attached to the bag body, that is attached and/or 
integral with a mounting receptacle (see FIG. 9), such that 
the organizer is essentially a multi-compartment storage 
basket similar to that of the combination, but also includes 
a base receptacle that is sufficiently large and/or heavy So as 
to be impractical for placement within the bag body, and/or 
within a similarly sized bag, and or within a comparable type 
of bag. For example, a base that is approximately 8-10 
inches wide and approximately 12-16 inches long has been 
found Suitable for this purpose in that is appropriately sized 
for countertop/tabletop use, yet would unlikely fit within a 
commonly sized purse. In this manner, it is unlikely that a 
person could use the organizer described above in conjunc 
tion with any conventional bag that is not part of the 
organizational system described herein. Thus, it is unlikely 
that a single organizer could be used as a Substitute for a 
storage basket to achieve a result similar to that provided by 
the present invention. 
0040. In an alternative embodiment, the storage basket 50 

is configured without a bottom wall and includes only rigid 
side walls 56, 57 defining individual compartments. See 
FIG. 2A. In such an embodiment, the bag body cooperates 
with the storage basket to retain personal effects. Optionally, 
the rigid side walls of each compartment is discontinuous, as 
shown in the alternative embodiment of FIG. 2A, and the 
bag body cooperates with the storage basket to retain 
personal effects. These embodiments of the storage basket 
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are preferred in embodiments of the organizational system in 
which the storage basket is fixed to the bag body, although 
they are also suitable for embodiments in which the storage 
basket is removable from the bag body. 
0041. In one embodiment similar to that described in the 
preceding paragraph, the organizational system includes 
liners similar to those discussed above with reference to 
FIGS. 10-11. Accordingly, the individual liners 70a, etc. 
may be used to transfer personal effects stored in individual 
compartments of a storage basket, even when the storage 
basket is fixed within a bag body, and yet the individual 
liners will be unsatisfactory for organizational purposes if an 
attempt is made to use them other than in conjunction with 
a storage basket of the present invention, whether the storage 
basket is integral with a bag body 10 or an organizer, etc. 
This promotes use of the organizational system as a whole. 
0042 An organizational system in accordance with the 
present invention may be sold in kit form, e.g. in a bundle 
or common package, and may include any combination of 
one or more of each of the following items: bag body, 
storage basket, compartment liner, mounting receptacle. 

0043. It is noted that the embodiment(s) described herein 
in detail for exemplary purposes is of course Subject to many 
different variations in structure, design, application and 
methodology. Because many varying and different embodi 
ments may be made within the scope of the inventive 
concept(s) herein taught, and because many modifications 
may be made in the embodiment herein detailed in accor 
dance with the descriptive requirements of the law, it is to be 
understood that the details herein are to be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An organizational system comprising: 
a bag body defining an interior space accessible via an 

opening in the bag body; and 
a rigid, self-supporting storage basket dimensioned for 

receipt in the interior space of said bag body, said 
storage basket having a bottom wall and a side wall 
cooperating to define a storage compartment. 

2. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
storage compartment is positioned to be manually accessible 
via said opening in said bag body when said storage basket 
is positioned within said bag body. 

3. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
storage basket is removably positionable in the interior 
space of said bag body. 

4. The organizational system of claim 1, further compris 
1ng: 

a second bag body defining a respective interior space 
accessible via an opening in said secondbag body, said 
interior space being dimensioned to receive said stor 
age basket. 

5. The organizational system of claim 1, further compris 
1ng: 

a second rigid, self-supporting storage basket dimen 
sioned for receipt in the interior space of said bag body, 
said second storage basket having a respective bottom 
wall and a respective side wall cooperating to define a 
respective storage compartment. 
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6. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
storage basket defines a plurality of individual storage 
compartments, each of said plurality of individual storage 
compartments having a respective open end manually acces 
sible via said opening of said bag body. 

7. The organizational system of claim 6, wherein respec 
tive ones of said plurality of individual storage compart 
ments are disposed adjacent one another. 

8. The organizational system of claim 7, wherein at least 
two of said plurality of individual storage compartments are 
identical in size and shape. 

9. The organizational system of claim 7, wherein said 
respective ones of said plurality of individual storage com 
partments are disposed adjacent one another in a Substan 
tially planar array. 

10. The organizational system of claim 7, further com 
prising: 

a plurality of removable liners, each of said plurality of 
removable liners being dimensioned to be removably 
received within a respective one of said plurality of 
individual storage compartments. 

11. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
bottom wall is substantially planar. 

12. The organizational system of claim 11, wherein said 
side wall is positioned Substantially perpendicular to said 
bottom wall. 

13. The organizational system of claim 12, wherein said 
storage basket defines a plurality of individual storage 
compartments, each of said plurality of individual storage 
compartments defining a volume Substantially parallelepi 
ped in shape and having a respective open end manually 
accessible via said opening of said bag body. 

14. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
storage basket comprises a plurality of discrete compart 
ments, each having a bottom wall and a side wall, selectively 
disconnectably interconnected in modular fashion to form a 
desired compartmented configuration of said storage basket. 

15. The organizational system of claim 1, wherein said 
bag body comprises a shoulder strap and a Zipper-closable 
top. 

16. The organizational system of claim 1, further com 
prising: 

a receptacle configured to receive the basket, said recep 
tacle defining a socket dimensioned to receive said 
storage basket. 

17. An organizational system comprising: 

a bag body defining an interior space accessible via an 
opening in the bag body; and 

a storage basket positioned within the interior space of the 
bag body, the storage basket defining a plurality of 
individual storage compartments, each of said plurality 
of individual storage compartments having a respective 
open end manually accessible via said opening of said 
bag body. 

18. The organizational system of claim 17, wherein 
respective ones of said plurality of individual storage com 
partments are disposed adjacent one another. 

19. The organizational system of claim 18, wherein said 
respective ones of said plurality of individual storage com 
partments are disposed adjacent one another in a Substan 
tially planar array. 

20. The organizational system of claim 17, wherein said 
storage basket is rigid. 
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21. The organizational system of claim 20, wherein said 
side wall is positioned Substantially perpendicular to said 
bottom wall. 

22. The organizational system of claim 21, wherein each 
of said plurality of individual storage compartments defining 
a Volume Substantially parallelepiped in shape and having a 
respective open end manually accessible via said opening of 
said bag body. 

23. The organizational system of claim 17, wherein at 
least two of said plurality of individual storage compart 
ments are identical in size and shape. 

24. The organizational system of claim 17, further com 
prising: 

a plurality of removable liners, each of said plurality of 
removable liners being dimensioned to be removably 
received within a respective one of said plurality of 
individual storage compartments. 

25. The organizational system of claim 17, wherein said 
bottom wall is substantially planar. 

26. The organizational system of claim 17, wherein said 
storage basket is removably positioned within said bag body. 

27. The organizational system of claim 26, wherein said 
storage basket comprises a plurality of discrete compart 
ments, each having a bottom wall and a side wall, selectively 
disconnectably interconnected in modular fashion to form a 
desired compartmented configuration of said storage basket. 

28. The organizational system of claim 26, further com 
prising: 

a receptacle configured to receive the basket, said recep 
tacle defining a socket dimensioned to receive said 
storage basket. 

29. An organizational system comprising: 

a bag body defining an interior space accessible via an 
opening in the bag body; and 

a rigid storage basket positioned within the interior space 
of the bag body, the storage basket defining a plurality 
of individual storage compartments disposed adjacent 
one another in a Substantially planar array, each of said 
plurality of individual storage compartments having a 
respective bottom wall, side wall, and open end, said 
respective open ends being disposed adjacent one 
another in position to be manually accessible via said 
opening of said bag body. 

30. The organizational system of claim 29, wherein each 
of said plurality of individual storage compartments defines 
a volume Substantially parallelepiped in shape. 

31. An organizational system comprising: 

a bag body defining an interior space accessible via an 
opening in the bag body, a plurality of individual 
storage compartments being defined adjacent one 
another in a Substantially planar array within said 
interior space, each of said plurality of individual 
storage compartments having a respective bottom wall, 
rigid side wall, and open end, said respective open ends 
being disposed adjacent one another in position to be 
manually accessible via said opening of said bag body. 

32. The organizational system of claim 31, wherein each 
of said plurality of individual storage compartments defines 
a volume Substantially parallelepiped in shape. 


