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UNTED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDMUND E. HILE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

GAMEBOARD. 

No. 824,423. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented June 26, 1906. 
Application filed June 5, 1905, Serial No. 263,699. 

To all Zuihon it riva y concerºn: 
Beit known that I, EDMUND E. HILE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, county of Cook, State of Illinois, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Game-Boards; and I declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, suchas Will enable oth 
ersskilled in the art to which it pertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, Which forma 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates in general to game 

apparatus, and more particularly to an elec 
trical game-board. 
The primary object of my invention is to 

provide a game-board in which the placing 
ofa series of menin certain positions upon a 
board Willclosean electrical circuitaridthere 
byring a bell. 
A further object of my inventionisto pro 

vide a novelgame-board which maybe used 
in playing interesting and amusing games 
and Which Will be simple in construction and 
inexpensive in manufacture. 
My invention may be generally described 

as consisting in a game-board the top surface 
of Which is divided into squares ranged in 
paralelrows, alternate Squares having cen 
tral holes extending through the board, a 
bell located at the center of the board, con 
tacts Supported beneath thelboardaround the 
holes therethrough, each hole having con 
tácts extending from the Same to the adja 
cent holes, conducting-strips extending en 
tirely around the under side of the board and 
having contacts overlying the holes in the 
outerrows, a contact-plate located at the cen 
ter of the board having contacts overlying 
the holes in the innerrows, a magnet forring 
ing the bell electrically connected to the con 
tact-plate, a battery, one pole connected to 
the outer strips and the other pole to the 
Winding of the magnet, and men adapted to 
be placed on the Squares of the board and 
having conductingpins adapted to be in 
serted through the holes, and thereby com 
plete the circuit through the contacts en 
gaged thereby Whereby the bellis rung. 
My invention will be more fully described 

hereinafter with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which the Same is ilustrated 
as embodied in a convenient and practical 
form, andin Which- v 

Figure 1 is a plan view; Fig. 2, a sectional 

der surface of the board, and Fig. 4 an en 
larged side elevation of one of the contacts. 
The Same reference characters are used to 

designate the same parts in the several fig 
ures of the drawings. 

Reference-letter Aindicates a board made 
of any suitable material-Such, for instance, 
as Wood-and of any convenient size and 
shape. 
provided with Squares arranged in 

The upper surface of the boardis paralel 
rows similar to a checker-board. Alternate 
Squares ineach row are provided with holes 
extending through the board, the Squares 
through Whichholes extendin adjacentrows 
being staggered. By reference to Fig. 1 it 
Will be seen that the first row A contains 
squares, the alternate ones having holes 
therethrough, While the Squares having holes 
therethrough in the second row Aºare in 
alinement with the Squares in the first row 
which do not have holes. The holes in the 
rows Aº Aº Aº Aº Aº, &c., are located in 
Squares corresponding to those in rows A, 
While the intermediate rows contain holes ar 
ranged similarly to those inrows Aº. 
The nine squares at the center of the board 

are omitted, thereby forming a space upon 
which is located an electrical indicating de 
vice, suchas a bell C. 

Secured to the under side of the board, as 
clearly shownin Fig. 3, are separate contacts, 
such as shown at F, Fig. 4, extending be 
tween holes in adjacentrows. The ends of 
each contactslightly overlie the holes. Lo 
cated around the outer rows of holes on the 
under side of the board are strips El of con 
ducting material. The strips are electrically 
connected at their ends and are provided 
with contacts e, the ends of which overlie the 
holes in the outerrows. Secured to the cen 
ter of the under surface of the boardis a con 
ducting-plate G, provided with contacts g, 
the ends of Which overlie the holes in the in 
ler TOWS. 
Secured to the contact-platebut insulated 

therefrom, is a magnet D, the armature d of 
which is connected to the bell-clapper c, the 
latter extending through the board into posi 
tion to engage the bell C. 
Aleadh, extends from one of the conduct 

ing-strips Eto a battery H, from which an 
other lead hº extends to the Windings of the 
magnet D. A third lead hº connects the 
winding of the magnet with the central plate 
G. It Will of course be understood that the 

viewonline 22; Fig. 3, a plan view of the un- magnet Dis provided with the usual make 
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and-break device for vibrating its armature, 
and thereby causing the clapper c to Succes 
sively Strike the bellowing to the tension of 
the Spring d". 

Suitable men, Such as B, are adapted to be 
placed upon the Squares of the upper Surface 
of the board A. and are provided with con 
tact-pins b of a sizeto pass through the holes 
in the board and to engage at their lower 
ends the points of the contacts Surrounding 
the holes. The men are preferably of dif 
ferent colors for the diferent players, the 
men for each player being suitably desig 
nated-as, for instance, by numerals from “0” 
to (9.º 
The contacts may be conveniently made, 

as shown in Fig. 4, with resilient ends andin 
tegral points intermediate of the ends to at 
tach the contacts to the board. 
The Operation of my invention is as fol 

lows: When a series of men are located upon 
adjacent Squares having holes in the Several 
roWS from the Outside of the board to the cen 
tral Space, a circuit Will be closed thereby 
ringing the bell. By reference to Figs. 1 and 
3 it Wilbe seen that men have been placed 
on adjacent Squares in the rows from A to 
A”, thereby completing the following circuit: 
strip E, contact-point e thereof, contact-pin 
b of the man 1, contact F”, contact-pin bº of 
the man 2, contact Fº, contact-pin bº of the 
man 3, contact Fº, contact-pin b* of the man 
4, contact Fº, contact-pin bºof the man 5, con 
tact Fº, contact-pin bº of the man 6, contact 
F", contact-pin b7 of the man7, contactg on 
the central plate G, lead hº, winding of the 
magnet D, lead hº, battery H, lead h' to strip 
E. The circuit of the bell C maybe closed in 
a similar manner by locating men on adja 
cent Spaces in the several rows from the Out 
Side Strips Eto the center plate G. 
My improved game-board maybe used to 

playa variety of interesting and entertain 
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guished from the others bytheir color. 

inggames, the object of Which is to make the 
bell, Which Ihave designated “Curfew,” ring. 
The following rules may be followed in 

playing a game: Two to four persons may 
play the game, each player being Supplied 
With ten men numbered from “0” to “9.” 
inclusive, each playerºs men being distin 

The 
first player begins by playing his man bear 
ing the loWest number, the other players al 
ternately following and playing according to 
the numbers on their menuntil all the men 
are on the board. After al of the men have 
been played they maybe moved as in check 
ers and jumped over adjacent men in an ef 
fort of each player to complete the circuit to 
the bell by his own men and to prevent the 
completion of a circuit by his opponents. 
When a player jumps a man prior to playing 
al of hismen, he cannot at the Same turn play 
a man. When a man is jumped, he is not 
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taken from the board, butis inverted and is a 
dead man and cannot be moved or jumped, 
but may jump anotherman and thenbecomes 
alive. If a dead man can jump more than 
one man, the player can resurrectasmany of 
his corpses as the men he jumped, at his 
choice, which must include the one Who 
jumped. Aman failingto jump maybe exe 
cuted. After a playerºs men are al on the 
board he may in his turn move any live man 
to any vacant adjoining Square in any direc 
tion. When curfew rings, or there are less 
than seven live men left, the men are taken 
up anda new round played. Ten points may 
constitute a game, The number of the coun 
ter which completes the circuit and rings the 
bellis the Score made by the player Who rings 
curfeW. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

observed that I have invented an improved 
game-board by means of which an indicating 
device may be actuated by the location of 
men on the board in predetermined positions 
and which is capable of being used to afford 
entertainment to the players. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

What I claimas new, and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination with agame-board, of 
an electric indicator, a circuit for Said indi 
cator, a conductor at the center of said board, 
a conductor extending around Said board, 
leads connecting Said circuit to each of said 
conductors, a plurality of separate contacts 
fixed to Said board intermediate of said con 
ductors, and movable men carrying contacts 
adapted to be placed upon Said board in po 
sitions to electrically connect Said contacts 
and thereby close said circuit. 

2. A combination With a game-board hav 
ing spaces marked thereon, of contacts fixed 
to Said board extending from one Space to 
the adjacent Spaces, movable men adapted 
to be located on Said Spaces, a contact carried 
by each of Said men adapted to electrically 
connect the contacts extending from the 
space on which the man is placed, and an 
electric indicating device the circuit of which 
is closed by a predetermined arrangement of 
men on the board. 

3. The combination with a game-board, of 
a bell mounted thereon, an electromagnet for 
operating Said bell, a circuit for Said magnet, 
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separate contacts fixed to Said board and 
movable men carrying contacts adapted to 
be placed on Said board in position to con 
nect adjacent contacts and close Said circuit. 

In testimony Whereof I sign this specifica 
tion in the presence of two Witnesses. 

EDMUND E. HILE. 
Witnesses: 

GEo. L. WILKINsoN, 
HATTIE B. LEHMAN. 


