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Methods and systems according to one or more embodiments 
are provided for establishing, managing or using a shared 
pool between a group of users in connection with one or more 
common transactions. In an embodiment, a system com 
prises: one or more processors; and one or more memories 
adapted to store a plurality of machine-readable instructions 
which when executed by the one or more processors are 
adapted to cause the system to: pull funds from one or more 
members of a shared pool, wherein the shared pool is created 
between a group of users or members in connection with one 
or more common transactions, and wherein the funds are 
pulled according to one or more rules set up by each member 
for pulling funds from their respective funding sources when 
the shared pool is selected to be used in connection with the 
common transaction(s); and process the common transaction 
(s) using the shared pool. 
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SHARED POOLS FOR COMMON 
TRANSACTIONS 

BACKGROUND 

0001 1. Technical Field 
0002 Embodiments of the present disclosure generally 
relate to transactions, and more particularly, to methods and 
systems for shared pools for sharing funds between a group of 
members or users for common transactions. 
0003 2. Related Art 
0004. In electronic commerce, users may routinely use 
various funding Sources Such as credit cards to purchase and 
pay for applications, products and/or services from online 
merchants over communication networks Such as the Inter 
net. However, typical ways of making payments over the 
Internet may be cumbersome and inconvenient if a group of 
users desires to make purchases or pay for common expenses 
as needed by one or more individual users in a business or 
personal relationship. Currently, for example, if a group of 
users desires to purchase a product or service online, one of 
the users may have to use his or her own individual account to 
pay for the application, product or service on behalf of the 
group of users or members, and then collect appropriate reim 
bursement from each of the other users or members of the 
group. As such, there is a need for more convenient ways to 
address potential problems with current group situations such 
as this. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0005 FIG. 1 illustrates a flow diagram for a shared pool 
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. 
0006 FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram for paying on 
behalf of a member according to an embodiment of the 
present disclosure. 
0007 FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a system using 
a payment service provider according to an embodiment of 
the present disclosure. 
0008 FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of a system for 
implementing a device according to one embodiment of the 
present disclosure. 
0009. Like element numbers in different figures represent 
the same or similar elements. 
0010 Various features and advantages of the embodi 
ments of the present disclosure will be more readily apparent 
from the detailed description of the embodiments set forth 
below taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0011. In accordance with various embodiments described 
herein, methods and systems are provided for establishing, 
managing and using shared pools created between a group of 
users or members for use in connection with common trans 
actions, for example, to pay for recurring expenses Such as 
monthly living expenses, to purchase and pay for a particular 
application, product and/or service (item'), to make a dona 
tion to a charity, to pay for a social Subscription, etc. 
0012. A shared pool according to one or more embodi 
ments may be shared by many users and may be established 
for funding in connection with common transactions accord 
ing to policies that govern the shared pool including privi 
leges and/or obligations of the different members or users. In 
various embodiments, each particular member or user of the 
group may set up rules, restrictions, procedures, or the like 
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(“rules') for pulling funds from the individual user's funding 
Sources when the shared pool is used in connection with a 
transaction. In embodiments herein, the shared pool estab 
lished by the group of users may allow each member of the 
group to select or designate funding sources that may be used 
in connection with common transactions. For example, an 
individual user may designate a hierarchy of funding sources 
to be used for payment made when the shared pool is used in 
connection with a transaction (e.g., use a payment provider 
service first, then a transaction card Such as Visa, etc.). Also, 
the individual user may designate a maximum amount of 
funds that may be used for the shared pool, a time and/or place 
where the funds may be used, and/or any other appropriate 
rules for pulling funds for the shared pool. 
0013. According to an embodiment, the group of members 
or users may set up and use the shared pool through a payment 
service provider. The payment service provider may be, for 
example, PayPal(R), Inc. and/or eBay(R), Inc. of San Jose, 
Calif., USA. 
0014. In traditional group payment accounts, users may 
generally contribute actual funds to a group payment account 
to, for example, pay for an item such that the group payment 
account is used when there is a sufficient amount of funds in 
the group payment account to cover the cost of the item. In a 
shared pool according to one or more embodiments of the 
present disclosure, individual members or users of the shared 
pool may not wish to contribute actual funds to the shared 
pool, instead, they may keep or maintain funds in any funding 
source or account including their own respective individual 
funding sources or accounts. In this regard, members or users 
of the shared pool may simply give authorization to “pull 
funds from a designated funding source account, for example, 
from a payment service provider account of the individual 
user, and/or according to any rules that may be set up by 
individual users, when the shared pool is selected in connec 
tion with funding of a common transaction. 
0015. A shared pool according to one or more embodi 
ments may provide individuals an option to collaborate on 
sharing funds for common transactions such as purchases or 
expenses. The shared pool may be created by a user initiating 
the pool and inviting one or more users to join the shared pool. 
Once a user accepts the invitation to join a shared pool, the 
user becomes a member of the shared pool. Shared pool 
members may be any individual person or entity including, 
for example, individuals in personal or business relationships, 
employees, friends, family, or anyone. 
0016 Advantageously, the shared pool may increase user 
engagement and collaboration, availability of funds, conve 
nience, reporting, sharing common expenses, spending from 
a common source, increasing the ability for a group of users 
to use features of a funding source Such as a payment service 
provider, drive more users to use a funding source, and/or 
open a new path for further innovation. 
0017 Referring now to the drawings wherein the show 
ings are for purposes of illustrating embodiments of the 
present disclosure only, and not for purposes of limiting the 
same, FIG. 1 illustrates a flow chart for a shared pool accord 
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure. 
0018. In block 102, a shared pool may be created between 
a group of users or members for sharing funds in connection 
with one or more common transactions. 

0019. In various embodiments, a user may create and set 
up a shared pool using, for example, a shared pool application 
loaded on a user device by an appropriate entity Such as a 
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payment service provider, a merchant, or the like. The shared 
pool may be set up between the group of users or members in 
connection with common transactions, for example, to pay 
for common living expenses, to purchase and pay for a par 
ticular item, to make a donation to charity, to pay for a Sub 
scription, etc. It should be understood that there may be a 
variety of uses or purposes for the shared pool and it is up to 
the creativity of the users involved to determine such uses or 
purposes of the shared pool. 
0020. To create the shared pool, a user may perform sev 
eral tasks Such as establishing configuration details including, 
for example: 1) setting up policies to establish the privileges 
and/or obligations governing the shared pool, for example, 
setting uses or purposes for the shared pool (e.g., sharing 
monthly roommate expenses, purchasing an item, making a 
donation to charity, paying a subscription, etc.), determining 
how payments are to be split between the users (amounts, 
percentages, etc.), setting forth the contribution requirements 
of the users, setting forth the termination conditions for the 
shared pool, setting forth a description of the roles of the 
users, and/or any other appropriate terms and conditions; 
and/or 2) choosing other users to invite to be members of the 
shared pool, for example, friends from a social networking 
site, business partners, roommates, or any other appropriate 
individual or entity. Shared pool members may introduce 
policies for better control of the shared pool usage. For 
example, a shared pool member may enforce that every pur 
chase requires his or her approval. 
0021. In various embodiments, there may be a set of mem 
bership roles defined for a shared pool. For example, there 
may be one or more Shared Pool Owners or Administrators. 
Shared Pool Owners or Administrators may have various 
controls such as being able to add and remove Owners, 
Administrators and/or members. The shared pool may be 
dynamic, that is, shared pool members may be added and/or 
removed at any time. 
0022. In various embodiments, all individual members 
may not be equal contributors of the shared pool. Different 
individual members may pay different amounts of a single 
payment. For example, a shared pool policy may be set up 
Such that members have an obligation to equally split a pay 
ment amount for a transaction, e.g., to cover a certain expense 
for an item, for instance, a shared pool having 2 members may 
equally split (50-50) an amount for a transaction (each mem 
ber pays S50 for a S100 item). In other examples, the amount 
to cover a transaction may be split between the members 
according to unequal percentages or amounts, that is, one 
member may be obligated to pay 50% of a total amount, a 
second member may be obligated to pay 25% of the total 
amount, and a third member may be obligated to pay 25% of 
the total amount (for a S100 item, User A pays S50. User B 
pays S25 and User C pays S25). This case may apply, for 
example, in business or roommate situations where abusiness 
partner has a larger equity in a business, or a roommate has a 
larger area of living space in an apartment, etc. It should be 
appreciated that there are many examples for setting up poli 
cies to establish privileges and obligations for the members of 
the shared pool. The examples given herein with respect to 
policies governing the shared pool including member obliga 
tions and splitting amounts are not intended to limit this 
disclosure. 

0023. In various embodiments, a user may log in to a 
website, for example, a Social networking site, a payment 
service provider site, a financial institution site, etc. where the 
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user may add and view an application in the website. In 
embodiments herein, the website may be used to create and 
manage a shared pool. In other embodiments, other types of 
communications over a network may be used to create and 
manage the shared pool. 
0024. In an embodiment where the shared pool is created 
and/or managed through a payment service provider Such as 
PayPal(R), the user may be asked if he or she has an account 
with the payment service provider. The payment service pro 
vider may be capable of maintaining and managing a shared 
pool and may include funding information or resources 
therein. In embodiments where the user does not have an 
existing account with the payment service provider, the user 
may apply for an account with the payment service provider. 
Once the user has an account with the payment service pro 
vider, the user may set up a shared pool account. The payment 
service provider may keep and manage the shared pool and 
any related configuration details. 
0025. In an embodiment, the user may log in to his or her 
individual account with the payment service provider and 
may review and confirm the configuration details of the new 
shared pool. If desired, the user may have the option to change 
the configuration details of the shared pool. By login into his 
or her individual account with the payment service provider, 
the user may access the shared pool through his or her pay 
ment service provider account. Login into the payment Ser 
Vice provider account may be done through a secure way; for 
example, the user may be required to enter credentials for 
authentication such as a PIN, username/password, etc. 
0026. The payment service provider may verify that a 
shared pool has been created and may provide identification 
information for the shared pool. In various embodiments, a 
shared pool may be given a name, for example “Roommate 
Monthly Expenses Shared Pool. “Startup Business 
Expenses Shared Pool.” or any other appropriate name that 
may fit the uses and purposes of the shared pool. 
0027. Once the user has created a new shared pool that 
may be identified, for example with an identification provided 
by the payment service provider, the user may review and 
change the configuration details of the shared pool at any time 
or as provided in the policies of the shared pool. 
0028. The user may read in detail and edit or change the 
configuration details of the shared pool including the policies 
or any terms and conditions governing the privileges and 
obligations of the users of the shared pool. The user that 
created the shared pool may be designated as the only user 
that may manage the shared pool and edit or change the 
configuration details of the shared pool. However, any other 
user or member may also be permitted to manage and edit or 
change the configuration details of the shared pool. Such 
designations and related terms and conditions may be pro 
vided in, for example, the policies governing the shared pool. 
0029 Purposes of the shared pool may also be edited to 
reflect, for example, a change in amount of money needed to 
process transactions, the type of item to be purchased, etc. 
0030 Shared pool activity may be accessible to the mem 
bers, for example, updates related to the shared account may 
be posted on a regular basis. 
0031. In block 104 of FIG. 1, members or users may be 
invited to join the shared pool. Any number of users or mem 
bers may be invited and may join the shared pool as appro 
priate for the uses or purposes of the shared pool. Invitations 
may be sent to other users including, for example, Social 
networking website friends, roommates, business partners, 
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etc. or anyone that may be interested in joining the shared 
pool. The invitation list and the status of pending invitations 
may be reviewed. 
0032. In one or more embodiments, members may be 
added to a shared pool and be made payment participants or 
contributors either after a transaction has been processed 
(e.g., after a payment has been made) or before a transaction 
has been processed (e.g., before a payment has been made). 
0033. In an embodiment, after a payment has been made 
using the shared pool, a new payment participant may be 
added to that payment. The new payment participant may be 
an existing member of the shared pool, or a new member of 
the shared pool. For example, a member may decide to join 
the shared pool or be made a payment participant or contribu 
tor after a payment has been made because, for example, the 
user may desire to contribute funds for a good cause after a 
donation to a charity has been made, or to pitch in for a group 
gift to get his or her name added to the gift, or for any other 
appropriate purposes or situations. 
0034 Conversely, an existing member of a shared pool 
may not wish to participate in a particular transaction or may 
drop out of the shared pool, for example, in cases where the 
member does not wish to make a payment for a certain 
expense (e.g., the member may not want to contribute to a 
certain charity or for a certain gift to a person he may not 
know, or for any other reason). In this case, the remaining 
members may split the payment amount between themselves 
according to predetermined percentages or amounts. 
0035. In other embodiments, a user or member conducting 
a particular transaction (e.g., the user making a payment) may 
select a subset of the members of a shared pool for partici 
pating in the particular transaction. For example, in occasions 
when only some of the members of a shared pool want to 
contribute to buy an item, or only some, but not all the mem 
bers participate in an outing Such as a dinner, then only Such 
participating members may be selected, for example, from a 
list of shared pool members for contributing to the particular 
transaction. 
0036 An invited user may decide whether to accept or 
reject the invitation to join a shared pool. An invited user may 
simply decide to reject or accept the invitation and the appro 
priate communication of the rejection or acceptance is made. 
0037. In embodiments where a shared pool is imple 
mented by a payment service provider, the invited user may 
be asked if he or she has an account with the payment service 
provider. If the invited user does not have an account with the 
payment service provider, then the invited user may apply for 
Such an account. Once the invited user has a current account 
with the payment service provider, the invited user may 
review and decide whether to acceptany terms and conditions 
set forth in any applicable policies governing the shared pool, 
including, for example, termination conditions, roles of the 
users or members, contribution requirements, percentages or 
amounts due by each user or member, etc. 
0038 If an invited user decides not to accept the policies 
governing the shared pool, the invited user may reject the 
invitation. On the other hand, if the invited user decides to 
accept the policies governing the shared pool, the invited user 
accepts the invitation. 
0039. In one embodiment, an invited user may log into his 
or her payment service provider account and confirm the 
acceptance of the invitation. This may also connect the invited 
user's payment service provider account to the shared pool. 
Login to the payment service provider may be done in a 
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secure manner, for example, through a User and Password or 
other credential so that the login information is not compro 
mised. 
0040. The invited user may then be confirmed and suc 
cessfully join as an active member of the shared pool. 
0041. In an embodiment, in addition to any policies gov 
erning the shared pool, a shared pool member may opt in to 
receive an authorization notification when certain activity 
occurs with respect to the shared pool. For example, a mem 
ber may opt in to be notified every time a transaction occurs 
(e.g., a purchase is made) using the shared pool in which they 
are a participant, or when a transaction in which they are a 
participant is over a certain amount or quantity limit, or when 
any other appropriate shared pool activity occurs. For users or 
members that opt in to receive authorization notifications, the 
system may send a notification to their registered user device 
providing details of the activity, and providing an ability for 
the user to accept or reject the transaction. Members may also 
view shared pool information such as the list of other users 
that have been invited to be members of the shared pool, a list 
of the current members of the shared pool, etc. 
0042. A shared pool may be funded according to a Fund 
ing Model as described below with respect to one or more 
embodiments. 
0043. It should be appreciated that members or users may 
also be removed from the shared pool. Also, the shared pool 
may be deleted at any time. For example, the shared pool may 
be closed automatically after a certain time, or it may be 
closed by a designated user or member, or by any user or 
member, as may be set forth, for example, in the policies and 
obligations governing the shared pool. 
0044. Once a user has joined a shared pool, for example, 
managed by a payment service provider, the shared pool user 
or member may have an option to set up a Funding Model. A 
Funding Model may include, for example, a Pull Model, 
which may involve opting in to allow other members of the 
shared pool to pull funds from his or her funding sources into 
the shared pool. Regarding the Pull Model, each member may 
set up rules for having funds pulled from a particular funding 
Source when a transaction is initiated or processed ("pull 
mechanism'). 
0045. In block 106 of FIG.1, members may setup rules to 
allow funds to be “pulled from their respective funding 
Sources or accounts when the shared pool is used in connec 
tion with a transaction(s) ("pull mechanism'). In this regard, 
user-defined rules may be set up for using the shared pool 
when a transaction is initiated or processed. That is, a user 
may setup rules applicable to his or her shared pool member 
ship, including, for example, that the system should request 
payment authorization for each payment, that authorization is 
needed only for payments above a certain threshold, etc. In 
one example, a user or member may set up a policy to indicate 
to the system that if an attempt is made to use the shared pool 
to make a payment and the members contribution is greater 
than a user-specified threshold, the system may not proceed 
without user authorization. User authorization may involve 
the system sending a notification to the users user device, and 
expecting a specific response. 
0046) Funds may be pulled from the member's authorized 
funding sources at the time a transaction is processed using 
the shared pool. In this regard, the member does not have to 
contribute funds to a shared pool account before a transaction 
is processed (e.g., before a purchase is made using the shared 
pool). 
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0047. A user may generally be a member of multiple 
groups. In some traditional group payment accounts, mem 
bers may “push’ funds to multiple group payment accounts. 
In that regard, members may contribute funds to the group 
payment accounts. Traditionally, if a user has to move funds 
into each group payment account in advance of any payment 
that needs to be made out of the group payment account, it 
may be very difficult for the user as an individual to manage 
his or her accounts. Also, this type of "push mechanism” may 
have an inherent issue that any of the members may use the 
funds in the group payment account, even if they did not 
contribute to the funds. 
0048. In embodiments of the present application, advan 
tageously, the “pull mechanism” may avoid these issues. With 
the “pull mechanism,” a user may be a member of as many 
pools as he or she wants, without having to contribute a single 
penny to any of the shared pools. The user may simply setup, 
at the pool level, certain rules such as a configuration to help 
the system determine which funding sources should be used 
by the system when the shared pool is being used in connec 
tion with a transaction (e.g., make payment) with the user as 
a participant to the transaction. Additional configuration at 
the shared pool level may let the system determine if the user 
needs to authorize any attempt at payment, and if so, the 
threshold (e.g., above a certain amount, quantity, etc.) at 
which the user needs to be requested for the authorization. 
Configuration at the shared pool level may also dictate the 
behavior when in the following scenarios: (1) when a user that 
was selected to participate in a common transaction and is 
sent a request for authorizing the payment, does not respond 
within a configured time period (e.g., within 4 hours or other 
appropriate time period), (2) when a user that was selected to 
participate in a common transaction declines or rejects the 
transaction when the user receives a request for authorizing 
the payment. The system may permit the shared pool to be 
configured Such that the person initiating the payment pays in 
these scenarios. The system may permit the shared pool to be 
configured such that all remaining payment participants share 
the additional payment amount to cover the portion of the user 
that does not participate, declines or rejects a transaction. 
0049. In block 108, when a transaction(s) is initiated, the 
shared pool may be selected to process the transaction(s). In 
an embodiment, when a user logs into his or her payment 
service provider account to check out, the user may choose 
the shared pool in the payment service provider account to 
process the transaction, for example, to make the payment. 
0050. In block 110, funds may be pulled from each mem 
ber's funding Sources in appropriate amounts according to the 
rules set up by each member of the shared pool and/or accord 
ing to any policies governing the shared pool. 
0051. In various embodiments, reports including, for 
example, Summary of transactions, may be provided for a 
funding source. For example, where a funding Source for a 
shared pool user is a payment provider service Such as Pay 
PalR), there may be cyclic reports such as automated monthly 
statements provided to the shared pool users. 
0.052 Invarious embodiments, an individual user or mem 
ber making a payment may get an incentive, for instance, an 
amount back in the form of a rebate. For example, a gift may 
come with a SX rebate check, which may be mailed a few 
weeks later. In these cases, the shared pool members may 
share the rebate or the contribution may be adjusted to accom 
modate for the rebate that may be received by the individual 
making the payment. 

Jun. 19, 2014 

0053 According to one or more embodiments, in a digital 
wallet enabled world where individuals may have incentives 
Such as coupons or gift cards applicable for a specific pay 
ment recipient, the system may use these incentives. That is, 
incentives from the pool members may be used in connection 
with transactions using the shared pool. As such, the shared 
pool may support use of incentives such as coupons, gift 
cards, etc. during a check out process. 
0054. In embodiments where it is decided that a purchased 
item is to be returned for a refund, and once the refund is 
completed, shared pool members may receive their share of 
the purchase price refunded back into their account. 
0055. A shared pool according to one or more embodi 
ments may lay down the foundation of a trusted friend net 
work. For example, one use of a Trusted Friend network may 
be in the context of minimizing Risk, that is, a new member to 
a shared pool and/or a funding source Such as PayPal (R) may 
have a different level of trust associated with him or her, based 
on the trust level of the friend network. For example, a pay 
ment provider such as PayPal(R) may associate a risk level 
(high risk) with all new users that may be used for the 
purpose of containing or limiting risk to the payment pro 
vider. During the phase when they are deemed as high risk, 
the payment provider may impose limits on the users, to 
contain risk. The high risk users may be limited to sending 
a lower amount per day/week/month than low risk users. 
The high risk users may be limited to using specific financial 
instruments such as credit cards in which the risk exposure to 
the payment provider might be lower. As new users engage 
with the payment provider and build up a history of good 
behavior, their risk profile may change to low risk. This 
normal process of risk level progression from high risk to 
low risk may take time, as this is based on user engagement 
with the system. However, if the user is observed to be a 
member of one or more shared pools and has been a payment 
participant one or more times along with other payment par 
ticipants that are deemed to be at a lower risk level due to their 
history with the payment provider, then this shared pool 
membership combined with payment participant relationship 
with more trusted users may be used by the risk subsystem to 
assign a lower risk profile to the newer users as well much 
sooner. Such elevation of new users to a low risk profile could 
mean the new users may enjoy high spending limits sooner, 
and may be deemed eligible to use financial instruments such 
as a financial institution (e.g., bank) Bank Sooner, resulting in 
more financial upside for the payment provider as well. 
0056. It should be noted that a conventional merchant 
initiated pull (where a user preauthorizes a merchant to pull 
from an account for a purchase with that merchant) is differ 
ent than a shared pool's pull according to embodiments 
herein as will be described in more detail below. 

Merchant Pull 

0057 Conventional merchant “pull mechanisms may 
exist where a user preauthorizes a merchant to pull from an 
account for a purchase with that merchant. In that regard, an 
example of a merchant “pull” may involve the following: 
0.058 When a user wants to sign up for an online service, 
for example, a subscription to Netflix(R) via its website, the 
user may select or click on the website's Start your Free 
Month, enter an email address/password, enter first name/ 
last name, click on a payment provider service interface, e.g., 
a PayPal R) button, login or sign into the payment provider 
service, click on Agree and Continue, check the I agree box 
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as commonly known, and click on “Start Membership to 
finish the signup. As a result of this process, the online Sub 
Scription service gets an authorization token from the pay 
ment provider service. The online Subscription service may 
then be able to make a payment call to pull a recurring, e.g., 
monthly Subscription amount from the user's payment pro 
vider service account using the authorization token. When the 
online Subscription service makes the payment call with the 
user's authorization token, the appropriate amount may be 
pulled from the user's account and deposited into the online 
Subscription service's payment provider service account 
(e.g., into Netflix(R)'s PayPal(R) account). 

Share Pool Pull 

0059. According to one or more embodiments of the 
present disclosure, a “pull from a shared pool may involve 
the following: 
0060 A user (U 1) may invite one or more other users to 

join a shared pool, for example, a marketing-technology 
team pool. The invited users join the shared pool, for 
example, U2 and U3 join in. 
0061 U1 may setup a funding source hierarchy for this 
pool, for example, PayPal(R) Balance with backup funding 
source as Visa R card XXXX 1234. U2 and U3 may also setup 
their funding source hierarchies for the pool. 
0062. In an example, U1, U2 and U3 may want to make a 
gift purchase for another team mate whose birthday is coming 
up. U1 may purchase an item as a gift at a certain amount, for 
example, an electronic device for S450. U1 may go through a 
checkout process, for example, on a merchants website, to 
pay for the item and log into, for example, his or her payment 
provider service (e.g., PayPal(R) account. It should be appre 
ciated that a merchant may include any seller of items or a 
marketplace. 
0063. After logging into his or her payment provider ser 
Vice account, U1 may select the shared pool marketing 
technology-team as a funding source to make the payment, 
and indicate that all pool members will pay an appropriate 
amount, e.g., an equal amount between the members, or dif 
ferent amounts of a payment according to percentages or 
other rules set up or determined by the members of the shared 
pool. 
0064. In this example, the system calculates that each of 
the three pool members U1, U2 and U3 are to pay S150 each 
thus sharing the cost of the item equally. 
0065. The system may pull in the amount S150 from each 
members account and record a single payment of S450 going 
into the merchant’s account (less any appropriate payment 
provider service fees, if applicable). 
0066. In various embodiments, the merchant may be made 
aware that the payment was shared by multiple payment 
provider service accounts. In other embodiments, the fact that 
the payment was shared by multiple funding source accounts 
may be hidden from the merchant, such that the merchant 
may be shown only the originator of the payment as the payer. 
0067. As such, the two examples described above with 
respect to pull mechanisms illustrate a pull mechanism as 
applied to merchant-initiated transactions based on a pre 
approval setup by the user as well as a system-initiated pull 
from funding sources such as payment provider service 
accounts belonging to multiple pool members in the context 
of using a shared pool to make a payment. 
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Merchant Pull Triggering a Pull from a Shared Pool 
0068. In one or more embodiments, a pull from a shared 
pool may be triggered from a merchant pull. For example, 
User 1 (U1) wants to sign up for an online service, e.g., 
Netflix R, and share the cost with his roommate (U2). 
0069 U1 may create a shared pool labeled, for example 
roommates and invite his roommate U2 to join. 
0070 Both U1 and U2 may setup the funding sources to be 
used for their share of all payments made using the shared 
pool. 
0071 U1 may sign up for the online service (e.g. Netflix(R) 
account), elect to pay through a payment service provider (or 
other preferred funding source), sign into the payment service 
provider and select the roommates shared pool as the fund 
ing Source to be used when the online service initiates a 
payment. As a result, the online service may get an authori 
Zation token from the payment provider service. 
0072 The online service may then be able to make a 
payment call, for example, to pull the monthly subscription 
amount from U1's payment provider service account using 
this authorization token. 
0073. When the online service makes this call, the pay 
ment provider service may determine that the funding Source 
setup by U1 is a shared pool and may in turn pull the appro 
priate amounts from each of the pool members’ funding 
Sources (e.g., payment provider service accounts) using the 
funding sources configured by the individual account holders. 
0074. In various embodiments, the shared pool may be 
used to make a payment, for example, during checkout in an 
online transaction. Shared pool members may have the ability 
to select a shipping address from a list of shared pool mem 
ber's addresses during a check out process, for example, if a 
transaction requires a shipping address. 
0075. The shipping address of any participant member 
may be used and also, incentives Such as coupons may be used 
when available in any participant members account. 
0076 According to one or more embodiments the system 
may enable a functionality that may be referred to as “Pay on 
my behalf. 
0077 Referring now to FIG. 2, a flow diagram for paying 
on behalf of a member is illustrated according to an embodi 
ment of the present disclosure. 
0078. In block 202, a shared pool may be selected to 
process a transaction, for example, to make payment for one 
or more items. 
0079. In block 204, a member making the payment may 
select one or more shared pool friends to share the transaction 
along with respective contribution obligations. 
0080. In block 206, the transaction may be processed on 
behalf of a shared pool friend using the shared pool friends 
funding source or account. That is, in an embodiment, the 
shared pool may be used to implement a Pay on my behalf 
feature. For example, User A may checkout and make a pay 
ment for an item using User B's account. 
I0081. As described above according to one or more 
embodiments, processing a transaction, for example a pay 
ment made using a shared pool, may not have to be split 
equally across all individual members of the shared pool. 
While making a payment using the shared pool, the individual 
member making the payment may select the contributors and 
set the percentage or amount that each contributing member 
needs to pay. The individual member making the payment 
may pick a shared pool, pick a friend to share the payment, 
set his or her (individual member making the payment) con 



US 2014/0172704 A1 

tribution as 0% and his or her friend's contribution as 100%. 
As such, the friend member may use this shared pool mecha 
nism to authorize the individual member making the payment 
to pay on his or her behalf. 
0082 In an example, a savvy user that frequently makes 
online purchases may have a friend that may not be as savvy. 
In this case, a shared pool may be created (or an existing 
shared pool may be used of which both the user and friend are 
already members) to enable the user to hunt for a good deal 
for the friend, go through the checkout process to make the 
payment, select the shared pool of which the user and the 
friend are both members, specify the friend as the only pay 
ment participant contributing 100% of the payment, and com 
plete checkout selecting the friends shipping address. 
0083. Embodiments of the present disclosure may be 
advantageous in many situations as set forth in the examples 
below. 

Example User Case 1 

0084 Alice and Bob are married. They both work and 
want to share common expenses Such as rent, internet, cable, 
groceries, and many other expenses. They discover that they 
can share and manage the common expenses very easily by 
setting up a shared pool according to one or more embodi 
ments herein. Alice logs in to her payment provider account 
(e.g., PayPal(R), creates a shared pool named “Alice and Bob 
Expenses Pool and invites Bob to join the shared pool. Once 
Bob joins the shared pool, they specify rules, for example, 
their Funding Models for the shared pool and become con 
tributors of the shared pool. The shared pool Alice and Bob 
Expenses Pool’ becomes part of both of their funding source 
accounts (e.g., PayPal.R accounts). They start paying the 
common expenses from their shared pool and they live hap 
pily ever after. 

Example User Case 2 
0085 Firat, Gopi and Vinay are starting a new Social Net 
working startup. One of the challenges they are facing is 
collaborating on expenses for business needs. They decide to 
setup a shared pool which they join and share the expenses for 
their business. Once they need to scale up and buy more 
hardware, they may buy servers with their shared pool 
acCOunt. 

Example User Case 2.1 

I0086 Firat, Gopi and Vinay decide to have different con 
tributions to the shared pool as follows: Firat has a 50% stake 
in the company, and needs to contribute 50% of the expenses. 
This may be defined in the shared pool policies indicating 
how much he needs to contribute to the expenses from the 
shared pool. Gopi and Vinay will each be contributing 25% 
equally to the expenses. This distributing of the shared pool 
charges may be handled by Funding Models or according to 
rules set up by the shared pool members. 

Example User Case 3 

0087. A group of friends may want to create a shared pool 
to be used for sharing expenses that arise when they go out to 
events, for dinner, etc. However, not all of them may go out for 
every event. In addition to having an option of using all 
members of the shared pool to conduct a transaction, while 
using the shared pool to pay, the individual making the pay 

Jun. 19, 2014 

ment may instead select a list of only the members that actu 
ally end up going out and paying. 

Example User Case 4 

I0088 A group of friends that has previously set up a 
shared pool may want to make a gift purchase for one of their 
friend's birthday. After the gift has been purchased and paid 
for by a shared pool member, some other friends might want 
to participate. One of the other friends may or may not be an 
existing member of the shared pool. This friend may join the 
shared pool and become a new member who will end up 
sharing the expense dues for the birthday gift. As a result, an 
appropriate amount will be refunded back to the earlier mem 
bers that made a payment because more individuals are shar 
ing the same expense. 
I0089. Similarly, the reverse case may happen. An indi 
vidual that had agreed to share in the expense for the birthday 
gift may wish to drop out. This may create a scenario in which 
members that paid some amount earlier may end up paying 
more to make up for the dues of the individual that dropped 
Out 

0090 Advantageously, embodiments of the present dis 
closure may afford benefits such as availability of funds, 
convenience, collaboration and reporting Such as sharing 
common expenses and spending from a common source, etc. 
0091 FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a system using 
a payment service provider according to an embodiment of 
the present disclosure. 
0092 FIG.3 shows one embodiment of a block diagram of 
a system 1000 adapted to create, manage or use shared pools 
over a network 1600. As shown in FIG. 3, the system 1000 
includes at least one user device 1200 (e.g., network comput 
ing device), one or more recipient devices 1400 (e.g., network 
server devices), and at least one payment service provider 
device 308 (e.g., network server device) in communication 
over the network 1600. 

(0093. The network 1600, in one embodiment, may be 
implemented as a single network or a combination of multiple 
networks. For example, in various embodiments, the network 
1600 may include the Internet and/or one or more intranets, 
landline networks, wireless networks, and/or other appropri 
ate types of communication networks. In another example, 
the network 1600 may comprise a wireless telecommunica 
tions network (e.g., cellular phone network) adapted to com 
municate with other communication networks, such as the 
Internet. As such, in various embodiments, the user device 
1200, recipient servers 1400, and payment service provider 
308 may be associated with a particular link (e.g., a link, Such 
as a URL (Uniform Resource Locator) to an IP (Internet 
Protocol) address). 
0094. The user device 1200, in various embodiments, may 
be implemented using any appropriate combination of hard 
ware and/or software configured for wired and/or wireless 
communication over the network 1600. In various examples, 
the user device 1200 may be implemented as a wireless tele 
phone (e.g., cellular or mobile phone), a tablet, a personal 
digital assistant (PDA), a personal computer or desktop, a 
notebook computer, a television set, a game console, a DVR 
and/or various other generally known types of wired and/or 
wireless computing devices. It should be appreciated that the 
user device 1200 may be referred to as a client device or a 
customer device without departing from the scope of the 
present disclosure. 
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0095. The user device 1200, in one embodiment, includes 
a user interface application 1220, which may be utilized by 
the user 302 to conduct transactions (e.g., shopping, purchas 
ing, bidding, etc.) with the payment service provider server 
308 over the network 1600. For example, the user interface 
application 1220 may be implemented as an item selection 
application to track, manage, and store information related to 
the purchase of items, products, and/or services over the 
network 1600. In one aspect, purchase expenses may be 
directly and/or automatically debited from an account related 
to the user 302 via the user interface application 1220. 
0096. In one implementation, the user interface applica 
tion 1220 comprises a Software program, Such as a graphical 
user interface (GUI), executable by a processor that is con 
figured to interface and communicate with the service pro 
vider server 308 via the network 1600. In another implemen 
tation, the user interface application 1220 comprises a 
browser module that provides a network interface to browse 
information available over the network 1600. For example, 
the user interface application 1220 may be implemented, in 
part, as a web browser to view information available over the 
network 1600. In another example, the user 302 is able to 
access recipient websites, such as merchant websites, via the 
one or more recipient servers 1400 to view and select, for 
example, applications, products, and/or services for pur 
chase, and the user 302 is able to purchase applications, 
products, and/or services from the one or more recipient 
servers 1400 via the payment service provider server 308. 
Accordingly, the user 302 may conduct transactions (e.g., 
purchase and provide payment for applications, products, 
and/or services) from the one or more recipient servers 1400 
via the payment service provider server 308. 
0097. The user device 1200, in various embodiments, may 
include other applications 1280 as may be desired in one or 
more embodiments of the present disclosure to provide addi 
tional features available to the user 302. In one example, such 
other applications 1280 may include security applications for 
implementing client-side security features, programmatic cli 
ent applications for interfacing with appropriate application 
programming interfaces (APIs) over the network 1600, and/ 
or various other types of generally known programs and/or 
Software applications. In still other examples, the other appli 
cations 1280 may interface with the user interface application 
1220 for improved efficiency and convenience. 
0098. According to an embodiment, the other applications 
1280 may include an application that may be loaded on user 
device 1200 by service provider 308, by a recipient server or 
by any other appropriate entity. Such application may enable 
user302 to create, manage or use one or more shared accounts 
and/or to easily make payments for applications, products 
and/or services over user device 1200. 

0099. The user device 1200, in one embodiment, may 
include at least one user identifier 1300, which may be imple 
mented, for example, as operating system registry entries, 
cookies associated with the user interface application 1220, 
identifiers associated with hardware of the user device 1200, 
or various other appropriate identifiers. The user identifier 
1300 may include one or more attributes related to the user 
302, such as personal information related to the user302 (e.g., 
one or more user names, passwords, photograph images, bio 
metric ids, addresses, phone numbers, etc.) and banking 
information or funding sources (e.g., one or more banking 
institutions, credit card issuers, user account numbers, Secu 
rity data and information, etc.). In various implementations, 
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the user identifier 1300 may be passed with a user login 
request to the payment service provider 308 via the network 
1600, and the user identifier 1300 may be used by the pay 
ment service provider 308 to associate the user 302 with a 
particular user account maintained by the payment service 
provider 308. 
0100. The one or more recipient servers 1400, in various 
embodiments, may be maintained by one or more business 
entities, profit or nonprofit (e.g., merchant sites, resource 
information sites, utility sites, real estate management sites, 
Social networking sites, charity sites, publications sites, etc.) 
offering various applications, products, and/or services for 
purchase and payment. 
0101 Each of the recipient servers 1400, in one embodi 
ment, may include a marketplace application, which may be 
configured to provide information over the network 1600 to 
the user interface application 1220 of the user device 1200. 
For example, the user 302 may interact with the marketplace 
application through the user interface application 1220 over 
the network 1600 to search and view various applications, 
products, and/or services available for purchase in a database 
maintained by a recipient. 
0102) Each of the recipient servers 1400, in one embodi 
ment, may include a checkout application 1460, which may 
be configured to facilitate online transactions (e.g., purchase 
transactions) by the user302 of applications, products, and/or 
services identified by the marketplace application. As such, in 
one aspect, the checkout application 1460 may be configured 
to accept payment information from the user 302 over the 
network 1600. 
0103) Each of the recipient servers 1400, in one embodi 
ment, may include at least one recipient identifier, which may 
be included as part of the one or more applications, products, 
and/or services made available for purchase so that, e.g., 
particular applications, products, and/or services are associ 
ated with particular recipients. In one implementation, the 
recipient identifier may include one or more attributes and/or 
parameters related to the recipient, such as business and bank 
ing information. As described above, the user 302 may con 
duct financial transactions (e.g., selection, purchasing, and/or 
providing payment for applications, products, and/or Ser 
vices) with each recipient server 1400 via the service provider 
server 308 over the network 1600. 
0104. The payment service provider server 308, in one 
embodiment, may be maintained by a transaction processing 
entity, which may provide processing for online financial 
transactions and/or information transactions between the user 
302 and one or more of the recipient servers 1400. As such, 
the payment service provider 308 includes a service applica 
tion, which may be adapted to interact with each user device 
1200 and/or each recipient server 1400 over the network 1600 
to facilitate the selection, purchase, and/or payment of appli 
cations, products, and/or services by the user 302 from one or 
more of the recipient servers 1400. In one example, the pay 
ment service provider server 308 may be provided by Pay 
PalR, Inc. and/or eBay(R) of San Jose, Calif., USA. 
0105. The service application, in one embodiment, uti 
lizes a payment processing module to process purchases and/ 
or payments for financial transactions between the user 302 
and each of the recipient servers 1400. In one implementa 
tion, the payment processing module assists with resolving 
financial transactions through validation, delivery, and settle 
ment. As such, the service application in conjunction with the 
payment processing module settles indebtedness between the 



US 2014/0172704 A1 

user 302 and each of the recipient servers 1400, wherein 
accounts may be directly and/or automatically debited and/or 
credited of monetary funds in a manner as accepted by the 
banking industry. 
0106 The payment service provider 308, in one embodi 
ment, may be configured to maintain one or more user 
accounts and recipient accounts in an account database 4220, 
each of which may include account information 4240 asso 
ciated with one or more individual users (e.g., user 302) and 
recipients (e.g., one or more merchants associated with 
recipient servers 1400). For example, account information 
4240 may include private financial information of each user 
302 and each recipient associated with the one or more recipi 
ent servers 1400. Such as one or more account numbers, 
passwords, credit card information, banking information, or 
other types of financial information, which may be used to 
facilitate online financial transactions between the user 302 
and the one or more recipients associated with the recipient 
servers 1400. In various aspects, the methods and systems 
described herein may be modified to accommodate users 
and/or recipients that may or may not be associated with at 
least one existing user account and/or recipient account, 
respectively. 
0107. In one implementation, the user 302 may have iden 

tity attributes stored with the payment service provider server 
308, and the user 302 may have credentials to authenticate or 
verify identity with the payment service provider server 308. 
User attributes may include personal information and bank 
ing information, as previously described. In various aspects, 
the user attributes may be passed to the payment service 
provider server 308 as part of a login, selection, purchase, 
and/or payment request, and the user attributes may be uti 
lized by the payment service provider server 308 to associate 
the user 302 with one or more particular user accounts main 
tained by the payment service provider server 308. 
0108. The system described above with respect to the 
embodiment of FIG.3 may be used to set up and facilitate 
payment in connection with shared pools according to one or 
more embodiments as described above. 
0109 Although various components and steps have been 
described herein as being associated with user device 1200, 
one or more recipient servers 1400, and payment service 
provider 308 of FIG. 3, it is contemplated that the various 
aspects of such servers illustrated in FIG.3 may be distributed 
among a plurality of servers, devices, and/or other entities. 
0110 FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a 
network-based system 1000 for implementing one or more 
processes described herein. As shown, network-based system 
1000 may comprise or implement a plurality of servers and/or 
Software components that operate to perform various meth 
odologies in accordance with the described embodiments. 
Exemplary servers may include, for example, stand-alone and 
enterprise-class servers operating a server OS Such as a 
MICROSOFTR OS, a UNIX(R) OS, a LINUXOR OS, or other 
suitable server-based OS. It can be appreciated that the serv 
ers illustrated in FIG.3 may be deployed in other ways and 
that the operations performed and/or the services provided by 
Such servers may be combined or separated for a given imple 
mentation and may be performed by a greater number or 
fewer number of servers. One or more servers may be oper 
ated and/or maintained by the same or different entities. 
0111 Referring now to FIG. 4 a block diagram of a system 
for implementing a device is illustrated according to one 
embodiment of the present disclosure. 
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0112 FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system 1500 suitable 
for implementing embodiments of the present disclosure, 
including user device 1200, one or more recipient servers or 
devices 1400, and payment service provider 180 server or 
device. System 1500, such as part of a cell phone, tablet, 
personal computer and/or a network server, includes a bus 
1502 or other communication mechanism for communicating 
information, which interconnects Subsystems and compo 
nents, including one or more of a processing component 1504 
(e.g., processor, micro-controller, digital signal processor 
(DSP), etc.), a system memory component 1506 (e.g., RAM), 
a static storage component 1508 (e.g., ROM), a network 
interface component 1512, a display component 1514 (or 
alternatively, an interface to an external display), an input 
component 1516 (e.g., keypad or keyboard), and a cursor 
control component 1518 (e.g., a mouse pad). 

0113. In accordance with embodiments of the present dis 
closure, system 1500 performs specific operations by proces 
Sor 1504 executing one or more sequences of one or more 
instructions contained in System memory component 1506. 
Such instructions may be read into system memory compo 
nent 1506 from another computer readable medium, such as 
static storage component 1508. These may include instruc 
tions to create accounts, process financial transactions, make 
payments, etc. In other embodiments, hard-wired circuitry 
may be used in place of or in combination with software 
instructions for implementation of one or more embodiments 
of the disclosure. 

0114 Logic may be encoded in a computer readable 
medium, which may refer to any medium that participates in 
providing instructions to processor 1504 for execution. Such 
a medium may take many forms, including but not limited to, 
non-volatile media, Volatile media, and transmission media. 
In various implementations, Volatile media includes dynamic 
memory, Such as System memory component 1506, and trans 
mission media includes coaxial cables, copper wire, and fiber 
optics, including wires that comprise bus 1502. Memory may 
be used to store visual representations of the different options 
for payments or financial transactions. In one example, trans 
mission media may take the form of acoustic or light waves, 
Such as those generated during radio wave and infrared data 
communications. Some common forms of computer readable 
media include, for example, RAM, PROM, EPROM, 
FLASH-EPROM, any other memory chip or cartridge, carrier 
wave, or any other medium from which a computer is adapted 
to read. 

0.115. In various embodiments of the disclosure, execution 
of instruction sequences to practice the disclosure may be 
performed by system 1500. In various other embodiments, a 
plurality of systems 1500 coupled by communication link 
1520 (e.g., network 1600 of FIG. 10, LAN, WLAN, PTSN, or 
various other wired or wireless networks) may perform 
instruction sequences to practice the disclosure in coordina 
tion with one another. Computer system 1500 may transmit 
and receive messages, data, information and instructions, 
including one or more programs (i.e., application code) 
through communication link 1520 and communication inter 
face 1512. Received program code may be executed by pro 
cessor 1504 as received and/or stored in disk drive component 
1510 or some other non-volatile storage component for 
execution. 
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0116. In view of the present disclosure, it will be appreci 
ated that various methods and systems have been described 
according to one or more embodiments for creating and man 
aging shared pools. 
0117. Where applicable, various embodiments provided 
by the present disclosure may be implemented using hard 
ware, Software, or combinations of hardware and Software. 
Also where applicable, the various hardware components 
and/or software components set forth herein may be com 
bined into composite components comprising software, hard 
ware, and/or both without departing from the spirit of the 
present disclosure. Where applicable, the various hardware 
components and/or software components set forth herein may 
be separated into Sub-components comprising software, 
hardware, or both without departing from the spirit of the 
present disclosure. In addition, where applicable, it is con 
templated that Software components may be implemented as 
hardware components, and Vice-versa. 
0118 Software in accordance with the present disclosure, 
Such as program code and/or data, may be stored on one or 
more computer readable mediums. It is also contemplated 
that software identified herein may be implemented using one 
or more general purpose or specific purpose computers and/or 
computer systems, networked and/or otherwise. Where appli 
cable, the ordering of various steps described herein may be 
changed, combined into composite steps, and/or separated 
into sub-steps to provide features described herein. 
0119 The foregoing disclosure is not intended to limit the 
present disclosure to the precise forms or particular fields of 
use disclosed. It is contemplated that various alternate 
embodiments and/or modifications to the present disclosure, 
whether explicitly described or implied herein, are possible in 
light of the disclosure. 
0120 Having thus described embodiments of the disclo 
Sure, persons of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that 
changes may be made in form and detail without departing 
from the scope of the disclosure. Thus the disclosure is lim 
ited only by the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system comprising: 
one or more processors; and 
one or more memories in communication with the one or 
more processors and adapted to store a plurality of 
machine-readable instructions which when executed by 
the one or more processors are adapted to cause the 
system to: 

pull funds from one or more members of a shared pool, 
wherein the shared pool is created between a group of 
users or members in connection with one or more com 
mon transactions, and wherein the funds are pulled 
according to one or more rules set up by each member 
for pulling funds from their respective funding sources 
when the shared pool is selected to be used in connection 
with the common transaction(s); and 

process the common transaction(s) using the shared pool. 
2. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of machine 

readable instructions which when executed by the one or 
more processors are further adapted to cause the system to 
process the common transaction(s), wherein a first member of 
the shared pool authorizes a second member of the shared 
pool to make a payment on behalf of the first member when 
the shared pool is selected to be used in connection with the 
common transaction(s). 
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3. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of machine 
readable instructions which when executed by the one or 
more processors are further adapted to cause the system to set 
up policies governing the shared pool. 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the policies further 
comprise pulling funds from each member according to pre 
determined equal or unequal amounts or percentages. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of machine 
readable instructions which when executed by the one or 
more processors are further adapted to cause the system to use 
one or more incentives in connection with processing the 
common transaction(s) using the shared pool. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the rules set up by each 
member of the shared pool further comprise requesting user 
authorization to pull the funds in connection with the com 
mon transaction(s). 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the rules set up by each 
member further comprise establishing, by each member, a 
hierarchy of his or her funding Sources to be used in connec 
tion with the common transaction(s). 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the rules further com 
prise requesting user authorization prior to processing com 
mon transaction(s) above a predetermined threshold. 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of machine 
readable instructions which when executed by the one or 
more processors are further adapted to cause the system to: 
make a payment in connection with a particular transaction 

using the shared pool; 
after the payment is made using the shared pool, add a new 

payment participant in connection with the payment 
made, wherein the new payment participant is an exist 
ing member of the shared pool, or the new payment 
participant is an individual that joined the shared pool 
after the payment was made. 

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
machine-readable instructions which when executed by the 
one or more processors are further adapted to cause the sys 
ten to: 

drop a payment participant when the shared pool is used in 
connection with a particular transaction, wherein the 
dropped payment participant, upon being selected to 
participate in the particular transaction and sent a 
request for authorizing a payment in connection with the 
particular transaction: a) does not respond within a con 
figured time period, or b) declines or rejects the particu 
lar transaction; and 

make an additional payment in connection with the par 
ticular transaction to cover a corresponding contribution 
from the dropped payment participant, wherein the addi 
tional payment is made by a member that initiated the 
payment, or shared by all remaining payment partici 
pants, other than the dropped payment participant, 
wherein the remaining payment participants share an 
additional payment amount. 

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
machine-readable instructions which when executed by the 
one or more processors are further adapted to cause the sys 
tem to receive a selection from a member of the shared pool 
selecting a subset of the members of the shared pool for 
making contributions in connection with the transaction(s), 
wherein the contributions are made from each member of the 
Subset according to predetermined equal or unequal amounts 
or percentages. 
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12. A method comprising: 
pulling funds, by an electronic processor, from one or more 
members of a shared pool, wherein the shared pool is 
created between a group of users or members in connec 
tion with one or more common transactions, and 
wherein the funds are pulled according to one or more 
rules set up by each member for pulling funds from their 
respective funding sources when the shared pool is 
Selected to be used in connection with the common 
transaction(s); and 

processing the common transaction(s) using the shared 
pool. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein a first member of the 
shared pool authorizes a second member of the shared pool to 
make a payment on behalf of the first member when the 
shared pool is selected to be used in connection with the 
common transaction(s). 

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising setting up 
Funding Models including a pull mechanism in connection 
with the common transaction(s) when using the shared pool. 

15. The method of claim 12, further comprising setting up 
policies governing the shared pool. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the policies further 
comprise pulling funds from each member according to pre 
determined equal or unequal amounts or percentages. 

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising receiving 
a selection from a member of the shared pool selecting a 
subset of the members of the shared pool for making contri 
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butions in connection with the transaction(s), wherein the 
contributions are made from each member of the subset 
according to predetermined equal or unequal amounts or 
percentages. 

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the rules set up by 
each member of the shared pool further comprise at least one 
ofrequesting user authorization from a corresponding user to 
pull the funds in connection with the common transaction(s) 
and requesting user authorization prior to processing com 
mon transaction(s) above a predetermined amount. 

19. The method of claim 12, wherein the rules set up by 
each member further comprise establishing, by each member, 
a hierarchy of his or her funding sources to be used in con 
nection with the common transaction(s). 

20. A non-transitory computer readable medium on which 
are stored computer readable instructions and, when executed 
by a processor, cause the processor to: 

pull funds from one or more members of a shared pool, 
wherein the shared pool is created between a group of 
users or members in connection with one or more com 
mon transactions, and wherein the funds are pulled 
according to one or more rules set up by each member 
for pulling funds from their respective funding sources 
when the shared pool is selected to be used in connection 
with the common transaction(s); and 

process the common transaction(s) using the shared pool. 
k k k k k 


