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1 Claim. (C. 15-105) 

The present invention relates to an ice-cream 
carton lifting, scraping, and cutting tool, and 
more particularly to a tool presenting a lifting 
hook, an arcuate scraping edge, and a cutting 
edge. 
In ice-crean fountains the bulk ice-cream is 

usually stored in cylindrical cardboard cartons 
perforce kept in refrigerated compartments. 
When a carton is nearly empty, it is a common 
practice to Scrape the ice-cream adhering to the 
inside wall of the empty upper portion of the 
carton down into the remaining ice-cream at the 
bottom thereof, and then to cut off most of this 
upper scraped portion so that the remaining ice 
cream at the bottom is more readily accessible. 
The ice-Cream deliverymen. Often do this in Order 
to make room for a maximum of filled cartons 
and thus Shorten the number of deliveries re 
quired to keep the particular customer adequately 
supplied. Such a practice also aSSures a mini 
nun of ice-cream Waste since otherwise the diffi 
culty anticipated in the task of reaching and 
Scooping out all of the ice-cream at the bottom 
of the nearly empty cartons often tempts the 
ice-cream fountain employes into throwing Out 
the cartons without performing the task. 

However, the chore of lifting the carton from 
the freezing compartment, scraping down the 
ice-cream, and cutting off the empty portion of 
the carton has been a time consuming and ag 
gravating One as it has required three different 
tools, and namely a plier-like carton gripping 
device, a scraper, and a knife, respectively. 
Moreover, this time consuming characteristic is 
often magnified by the common human tendency 
to misplace one of the tools. Many fountain pro 
prietors insist that the deliverymen use their own 
tools and hence the deliverymen are frequently 
burdened with carrying three tools from one de 
livery stop to another in Order to maintain good 
wi. 

Accordingly, it is the principal object of the 
present invention to provide a single tool of simple 
and economical Construction by the use of which 
the above described carton lifting, scraping, and 
cutting Operations can all be performed with a 
minimum of time and effort. 
With the foregoing and other still more par 

ticular objects and advantages in view, the inven 
tion consists in the novel construction and in 
the adaptation and combination of parts here 
inafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure it is a side elevational View illustrating 

the tool of the present invention in the perform 
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2 
ance of its lifting function, the carton to which 
the tool is applied being shown fragmentarily and 
in longitudinal vertical section. In this as in 
the other views of the drawing the hand of the 
user is shown by broken lines. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the tool and carton 
to illustrate the tool in the performance of its 
Scraping function. w 

Fig. 3 Complements Fig. 2 by illustrating the 
Carton in longitudinal vertical section and show 
ing in side elevation the tool in its scraping func 
tion. This, as with the previous view, shows 
the ice-cream in outline; and 

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view showing the 
tool in the performance of its cutting function. 

Referring to the drawings, and more particu 
larly to Figs. 1 and 3 thereof, it can be readily 
Seen that the tool of the present invention uti 
lizes a flat blade to having a blunt arcuate scrap 
ing edge at one end and a reduced portion 2 
at its other end, with the scraping edge and the 
edges of the handle portion being joined by two 
gently curved side edges 3 and 4. It will be 
noted that a handle for the tool is formed by se 
curing handle sections 5 and 6 to the opposite 
faces of the reduced handle portion 2, and this 
is accomplished by the use of rivets 7 passing 
through nating holes in the handle portion and 
handle Sections. The securing edge endportion of 
the side edge 3 is formed with a concave curved 
receSS shaped to provide a hook bill 8 directed 
toward the handle end of the tool. This hook 
bill is preferably pointed at its tip end. The cor 
responding portion of the other side edge 4 is 
sharpened to provide a cutting edge 20, and this 
cutting edge preferably extends slightly onto the 
respective end of the scraping edge as best shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Before explaining the manner of use of the tool, 
it should be noted that most cardboard ice-cream 
cartons are provided with a metal upper rim 
clamped to the cardboard. In the drawings such 
a carton and metal rim are identified by the 
numerals 2 and 22, respectively. To lift the 
carton 2 from the freezing compartment the 
hook bill f8 is utilized, and namely by forcing the 
top of the bill into the cardboard directly beneath 
the rim 22 as shown in Fig. 1 so that the bill 
grasps the rim. When this is done the carton 
can be readily lifted from the compartment with 
the hook bill supporting the weight thereof. 
The ice-cream adhering to the empty portion 

of the carton and denoted by 23 is scraped by 
tilting the tool at approximately forty-five de 
grees to the vertical and forcing the scraping 

  



3. 
edge against the inside wall of the carton While 
pushing downwardly. In this regard it is impor 
tant to note that the curvature of the scraping 
edge is such that it matches that of the cartOn 
when the tool is tilted, and this is illustrated par 
ticularly in Fig. 2. Since the cartons are of a 
standard diameter in the ice-cream trade, the 
scraping edge always has the proper curvature. 

After the scraping operation is completed the 
carton is grasped and as shown in Fig. 4, the cut 
ting edge is used to cut off the empty portion of 
the carton. In this regard, the relatively abrupt 
juncture of the side edge A and scraping edge is 
particularly helpful in starting the cut in the 
carton. 

It is thought that the invention Will have been 
clearly understood from the foregoing detailed de 
scription of my now preferred embodiment. 
Minor changes in the details of construction may 
be made without departing from the spirit of the 
invention, and I intend that, the hereto annexed 
claim be given a Scope fully commensurate with 
the broadest. interpretation which the employed 
language fairly permits. 
What I claim is: 
A tool for lifting, scraping, and cutting partly 

empty cardboard ice-cream cartons and compris 
ing, a blade and a handle at one end thereof, said 
blade having an arcuate convex Scraping edge op 
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posite from the handle and two side edges con 
Verging from the ends of the said Scraping edge 
toward the said handle, one of said side edges be 
ing provided with a concavity adjacent the Scrap 
ing edge forming a hook whose bill is directed 
away from the said Scraping edge for gripping the 
upper rim of a said carton so that the same can 
be readily lifted, and the other said side edge 
having a sharpened portion extending toward 
the handle from the scraping edge whereby the 
empty upper portion of the lifted carton can be 
cut off after any ice-cream adhering to the side 
Walls of Said empty portion has been scraped 
down by the use of the said scraping edge of the 
tool. 

SYDNEY SMITH. 
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