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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MATHIAs. SOHOU, of 

Englishtown, in the county of Monmouth in 
the State of New Jersey, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Key 
Hole Guards, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a lock, 
with my device attached. Fig. 2, left view, 
is a front, and right view a rear, elevation of 
said device. Fig. 3, left view, a side eleva 
tion, and right view a front elevation, of the 
guard in position for insertion in the lock. 
Fig. 4, a top view, with the lock-casing indi 
cated by the dotted lines; Fig. 5, a side view 
of a guard provided with means for adjusting 
it relatively to the thickness on width of the 
lock aud door. 
My invention relates to a device for inser 

tion in the key-hole of locks for the purpose 
of preventing the unlocking of such locks by 
means of false or other keys, and also for the 
purpose of covering said, key-hole, so that it 
cannot be looked through. 
The invention consists in a swinging guard 

or plate, carrying a retaining-lug operating 
in combination with a fixed bit, so that when 
said lug and bit are inserted in a key-hole 
of a lock, and the guard locked by a spring 
which it carries, with said bit, the device fills 
up the key-hole and prevents the insertion of 
false or other keys, or means for unlocking 
the lock, and also closes the key-hole, so as 
to prevent seeing through it. - 

In the drawings above referred to, A. desig 
nates a lock, with my key-hole guard applied. 
This guard is composed of a stem, a, of a size 
sufficient to enter ordinary key-holes of doors. 
Formed with it is a bit, b, straight on one 
edge, and having a projecting portion, h, and 
a recess, In, On the opposite edge, e is a guard 
or plate, having a hub, c, that rotates on a 
reduced portion of stem a. d is a lug on hub 
c, which stands at right angles to the plate 
e, when the device is in position in the lock 
or key-hole, and which lug enters the recess 
m of bit b, when the device is being inserted 
in the key-hole. The stem a and guard e are 
secured together by flattening the end f of 
said stem, g is a spring-catch affixed to the 

plate e, and engaging with the projection h 
of the bit to lock the two. i is a stop for the 
spring g, and j a stop for the bit, said bit be 
ing confined between the spring and stop. In 
order to adapt this guard to fit key-holes of 
different depths, and in such manner as to 
have it fit So Snugly as to prevent rattling or . 
its being Worked about in the key - hole, I 
thread the hub, as at k, and fit on it a nut, l, 
so that when the device is in the key-hole the 
nut l is screwed up to the lock-casing untik 
the lug d and the nut shall be in close coll 
tact with opposite faces of the same side of 
the casing, whereby the device is held firinly 
in the key-hole. 

In order to apply this guard, the plate e is 
turned up, as in Fig. 3, right view, when the 
lug d and bit are in line, and can be inserted 
in the key-hole. The plate e is then swung 
back, so as to lock the projection h between 
the spring g and stopi. The end of stem a 
extends out of the key-hole, so as to prevent 
the insertion of a key, and the bit so nearly 
fills up the key-lhole as to make it practically 
impossible to manipulate the lock with false 
keys, skeletons, and the like. The guard 
plate e so covers, the key-hole as to prevent 
looking through it, thus providing a safe 
guard against inquisitive eyes. 
When the guard or device is to be removed, 

the spring g is pressed back so as to allow the 
plate e to be swung around, and bring the lug 
d into the recess m, when the device is free to 
be pulled out. 

Elaving thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a key-hole guard, the combination of 
a SWinging plate, carrying a retaining - lug, 
with a fixed bit, and a locking-spring, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. The combination of the recessed bit b m, 
stem a, plate e, hub c, lug d, spring g, and 
stops if, substantially as and for the purpose 
specified. 
Signed this 1st day of May, 1876, 

MATHIAS SOHOU. 
Witnesses: - 

THOMAs WEST, 
JACOB MUCKELWAINE, 


