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The invention relates particularly to cells for 
confining violent prisoners and mental patients, 
the Salient objects being to safeguard the occu 
pant of the cell against self-inflicted injuries as 
far as possible, to prevent the occupant from 
damaging the cell, and to provide for convenient 
and thorough cleansing of the cell. 
The accompanying drawing discloses one Way 

in Which the invention may be practiced, Fig 
lure 1 being a horizontal sectional view of the cell, 
taken in the plane of dotted line - of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 2 is a fragmental sectional view taken in the 
Same plane as Fig. 1, but on a larger Scale. Fig. 3 
is a fragmental Vertical sectional view of the cell, 
taken in the plane of line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 
is a fragmental vertical section in the plane of 
dotted line 4-4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a fragmental 
horizontal section through the front Wall of the 
Cell and the door. Fig. 6 is a horizOntal Sectional 
view taken in the plane of dotted line 6-6 of 
Fig. 3. 
The invention has particular reference to the 

interior construction of the cell; hence it will be 
understood that the structural members of the 
walls, floor and ceiling or roof of the cell may be 
of any desired character. In the drawing, de 
notes the floor, 2 the walls, 3 the ceiling or roof, 
and 4 a door in the front wall of the cell. 
The floor and the interior surfaces of the Walls 

and the door are covered with Smooth flexible, 
imperforate metal plates supported upon Springs 
so as to yield to pressure exerted upon them by 
the occupant of the cell. 

Referring first to the floor, it will be noted 
that a flexible metal sheet 5 is supported at its 
edges by a rectangular frame 6 (Figs. 3, 4 and 6) 
mounted on the floor in any preferred manner. 
The edges of the sheet 5 are attached to the 
frame 6 in any desired Way. Within the frame 6 
the sheet 5 is supported by a multiplicity of equi 
distantly spaced coiled springs 7 (Fig. 3), the 
springs being attached to the floor in any desired 
manner. The frame 6 is spaced from the Walls 
just sufficiently to provide room for a gutter 8 
that extends completely around the cell. The 
gutter is below the plane of the sheet 5 and is in 
clined so as to direct liquids to a drain pipe 9 
which is preferably connected to the gutter at a 
point below the door 4, as best shown in Fig. 4. 
The four vertical Walls are covered With a flex 

ible, imperforate metallic sheet li. At the CO 
ners of the cell the sheet 0 is curved as indicated 
in Figs. 1 and 2. The upper edge of the sheet 0 
is attached to a rectangular frame (Fig. 3) 
secured to the walls and extending around the 
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room at such a height from the floor as to be out 
of reach of the occupant. The lower edge of the 
sheet 0 is similarly attached to a rectangular 
frame 2 fixed to the walls and extending around 
the room close to the floor, but spaced sufficiently 
from the floor to permit water to flow freely into 
the gutter 8. As shown in Fig. 3, the gutter 
underlies the frame 2. As indicated in Figs. 1 
and 2, there are fillets 2 in the corners of the 
frame 2, the lower edges of the curved corner 
portions of the sheet to being attached to said 
fillets. Intermediate the frames and 2, the 
sheet 0 is Supported or backed by a multiplicity 
of coiled Springs 3 which are connected to the 
sheet is and the walls by any desired means. 

In the front wall of the cell is a doorway 4 
(Fig. 1). Within the cell the doorway is defined 
by metallic struts or frame members 5 (Fig. 5) 
to Which the adjacent edges of the sheet, O are 
attached. The door 4 is hinged at 6 (Fig. 5) to 
SWing into and out of the doorway. On the in 
ner face of the door is a flexible, imperforate 
metallic sheet 7, the vertical edges of which are 
attached to metal strutS or frame members 8 
corresponding to the struts 5. The lower edge of 
the sheet 7 is attached to a bar 9 (Fig. 4) affixed 
to the door. The upper edge (not shown) of 
the sheet may be similarly connected to the 
door. The body of the sheet T is supported by 
coiled Springs 2 (Fig. 5) connected to the sheet 
and to the door in any preferred manner. 
The cell is provided With light and ventilation 

by means Of an Opening (not Shown) in the ceil 
ing, the opening being beyond the reach of the 
OCCULpant. 
From the foregoing description it will be seen 

that all portions of the interior of the cell within 
reach of the occupant are covered with yielding 
Surfaces, save at the edges of the door, the door 
Way, the line of juncture of the floor covering 5 
and the gutter, and the line of juncture of the 
Wall covering O and the frame 2. These yield 
ing Surfaces are smooth and imperforate, the 
Wall Surfaces being continuous with one another 
and the floor Surface also being formed of a con 
tinuous sheet. These surfaces yield to blows of 
the occupant and thus reduce to a minimum the 
possibility of self-inflicted injury. Pressure ex 
erted in a rounded corner of the sheet O will 
cause the portions adjacent to the corner to yield. 
There are no protruding elements within the 

cell which could be grasped by the occupant and 
torn loose or destroyed. It will also be noted 
that the juncture of the floor covering and the 
gutter and the juncture between the wall cover 
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ing, the frame 2 and the wall are continuous and 
imperforate, thus affording no crevice into which 
the Occupant could insert his fingers and tear 
anything loose. 
The gutter is located directly below the frame 

f2, thus placing the unyielding edges of the floor 
plate 5 as near the walls as possible, and there 
fore in a position where Such unyielding parts are 
least likely to be struck in case the occupant falls. 
The cell may be thoroughly cleansed by flush 

ing it out with a hose, the water being drained 
away through the gutter 8 and the pipe 9. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A cell in which to confine a violent person 

comprising four rigid vertical Walls and a floor, 
and a resilient Surface on said Walls, Said Surface 
being formed of a Smooth continuous flexible im 
perforate metallic sheet, means for securing the 
lower edge of the sheet in fixed position adjacent 
to the floor, means for securing the upper edge 
of the sheet in fixed position at points above the 
reach of an occupant of the cell, and springs in 
terposed between the sheet and the walls to Sup 
port the sheet to yield to pressure of an occupant 
of the cell. 
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2. A cell in which to confine a violent person 

comprising four rigid vertical Walls and a floor, 
and a resilient surface on said Walls, said surface 
being formed of a Smooth continuous flexible in 
perforate metallic sheet, means for securing the 
lower edge of the sheet in fixed position adjacent 
to the floor, Springs interposed between the sheet 
and the walls for supporting the sheet to yield 
to pressure of an occupant of the cell, and a gut 
ter extending around the floor adjacent to the 
walls, said sheet and Springs directly overlying 
the gutter. 

3. A cell in which to confine a violent person 
having four rigid walls and a floor, a gutter ex 
tending around the cell adjacent to the Walls, and 
a flexible covering for the floor, said covering 
comprising a Smooth flexible imperforate me 
tallic sheet, means for securing the edges of said 
sheet in fixed position adjacent to the gutter, and 
a multiplicity of coiled Springs beneath the sheet 
to support the latter yieldingly against the pres 
sure of an occupant of the cell. 

JESSEELLOTT CREECH. 


