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(7) ABSTRACT

An integrated waveguide component has at least one planar
microwave conductor with at least one interruption point, a
mechanically shiftable microwave conductor segment pro-
vided for each of the interruption points, a substrate plate
above which the microwave conductor is disposed, a further
substrate plate above which the microwave conductor seg-
ment is disposed, so that the microwave conductor segment
is shiftable parallel to the substrate plate by displacement of
the further substrate plate to establish or adjust an effective
length, spanning the interruption point of the microwave
conductor segment in accordance with the desired phased
shift between an input signal are the output signal, the
microwave conductor segment being disposed on a side
remote from the microwave conductor of the further sub-
strate plate, so that the further substrate plate performs not
only a carrier function for the microwave conductor segment
but simultaneously a function of a dielectric for an inductive
and/or capacitive coupling of the microwave conductor to
the microwave conductor segment.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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INTEGRATED WAVEGUIDE COMPONENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an integrated waveguide compo-
nent.

Integrated waveguide components of this generic type are
known. They are used for instance in flat microwave anten-
nas for transmitting and/or receiving signals. To achieve
satisfactory signal transmission, and in particular to achieve
good selectivity among different signals, such microwave
antennas must be capable of orientation in two degrees of
freedom to a counterpart location communicating with them.
A counterpart location of this kind can for instance be a
geostationary satellite. The two degrees of freedom are
typically called “elevation” and “azimuth”; an angle ©
corresponds to the elevation and is located between a
so-called main lobe direction of a primary plane of the
antenna, while the azimuth ¢ characterizes the rotation of the
entire assembly about a vertical axis. Depending on the
location of a described coordinate system, however, other
angle designations can also be selected. The known micro-
wave antennas are not capable of receiving other than
microwave signals striking their base surface
perpendicularly, and an additional mechanical alignment is
therefore indispensable.

Integrated waveguide components of this generic type are
known. They are used for instance in flat microwave anten-
nas for transmitting and/or receiving signals. To achieve
satisfactory signal transmission, and in particular to achieve
good selectivity among different signals, such microwave
antennas must be capable of orientation in two degrees of
freedom to a counterpart location communicating with them.
A counterpart location of this kind can for instance be a
geostationary satellite. The two degrees of freedom are
typically called “elevation” and “azimuth”; an angle 9
corresponds to the elevation and is located between a
so-called main lobe direction of a primary plane of the
antenna, while the azimuth ¢ characterizes the rotation of the
entire assembly about a vertical axis. Depending on the
location of a described coordinate system, however, other
angle designations can also be selected. The known micro-
wave antennas are not capable of receiving other than
microwave signals striking their base surface
perpendicularly, and an additional mechanical alignment is
therefore indispensable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an integrated waveguide component which avoids
the disadvantagages of the prior art.

The integrated waveguide component having the charac-
teristics has the advantage of a simple, economical capabil-
ity of achieving an adjustable phase shifter/monostable
multivibrator. Because the at least one microwave conductor
has at least one interruption point, and each of the interrup-
tion points is assigned a mechanically shiftable microwave
conductor segment whose effective length spanning the
interruption point is adjustable in accordance with a desired
phase shift between the input signal and the output signal, it
is advantageously possible in a simple way, namely by a
purposeful mechanical shifting and ensuing fixation of the
shiftable microwave conductor segment, to establish or
adjust an intended phase shift. Depending on the maximum
possible shift, which is dictated structurally, phase shifts can
be established within relatively wide ranges.
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2

In a preferred feature of the invention, it is provided that
the microwave conductor has at least two planar contact
paths, disposed above a ground plane, which are assigned a
substantially U-shaped conductor segment that is displace-
able longitudinally of the at least two contact paths. As a
result, a phase shift by means of planar microwave conduc-
tors can be attained especially simply by means of by an
extensible detourline (i.e. the principle of a trombone).

Since electronic phase shifters or monostable multivibra-
tors capable of fast adjustment are not required for all
applications, the apparatus according to the invention offers
a simple, economical way of achieving an adjustable phase
shifter (or monostable multivibrator) using planar micro-
wave conduction technology.

In leaky wave antennas the integrated waveguide com-
ponent can be used preferentially for adjusting or varying
the main beam direction.

Other preferred applications of the mechanically adjust-
able planar phase shifters according to the invention are for
instance planar microwave antennas for arbitrary types and
directions of polarization. For instance, by means of a
plurality of adjustable phase shifters, microwave antennas
with an adjustable directional characteristic can advanta-
geously be attained.

In a further preferred feature of the invention, it is
provided that the microwave component is a resonator. In a
simple way, this creates a resonator with an adjustable
resonance length.

It is also preferred that the microwave component be a
filter, in particular a superconducting filter. By variable
adjustment of the effective length of the microwave
conductor, the filter properties of the filter can be changed or
set in a simple way.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described in further detail below in
terms of exemplary embodiments in conjunction with the
associated drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of two conductors
applied to a substrate;

FIG. 2a is a schematic view of a displaceable. structure;

FIG. 2b is a schematic view of a displaceable structure in
a modified embodiment;

FIG. 2c is a schematic view of a displaceable structure in
a further embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of an embodiment employing
microstrip conductor technology;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of an embodiment employing
triplate conduction technology; and

FIG. § is a schematic view of an embodiment employing
multilayer technology.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic plan view of a conductor
structure in planar microwave conductor technology, com-
prising two contact paths 12 and 14, mounted on a substrate
plate 2 and located parallel to one another. The contact paths
12 and 14 are not connected to one another, so that an
interruption point 9 is formed between them. Instead of a
substrate plate 2, the contact paths 12 and 14 can also be
applied to a superstrate plate or a superstrate foil. The
contact paths 12 and 14 are applied by screen printing or the
like, for instance, to the surface of the substrate plate 2 in
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such a way that galvanic contacting is made possible. The
contact paths 12 and/or 14 can be acted upon with an input
signal via a source, not shown, and an output signal can be
picked up at the respective other contact path. A connection
is made between the contact paths 12 and 14 as explained in
further detail below. The contact path 12 has one input and
output 11, and the contact path has an input and output 13.

FIGS. 2a-2c¢ in plan view show various embodiments of
a substrate plate 4 with a planar, substantially U-shaped
conductor track, hereinafter also called a U-shaped conduc-
tor segment. FIG. 24, for instance shows a conductor track
with well-defined edges of the legs of the U-shaped con-
ductor segment 16. The edges of the conductor track of the
U-shaped conductor segment 18 are flattened by a 45° cut,
as shown in FIG. 2b. FIG. 2¢ shows an alternative form of
a U-shaped conductor track or U-shaped conductor segment
20 with a half-round structure.

The two flat substrate plates 2 and 4, which are preferably
approximately equal in area at their base, rest flat on one
another in the intended state and form an integrated
waveguide component 15 (FIG. 3). By displacing the sub-
strate plates 2 and 4 relative to one another longitudinally of
the contact paths 12 and 14, it is possible to set an effective
length of a microwave conductor. The substrate plate 2
forms a ground plane and the substrate plate 4 an adjusting
plane of the waveguide component 15. The assembled
contact paths 12 and 14 and the U-shaped conductor seg-
ment 16, 18 or 20 form the total length of the microwave
conductor. In a way similar to a trombone, for instance, a
variable length of a detour line is lengthened or shortened by
pulling out or pushing together or in other words shifting the
conductor segment 16, 18 or 20 in the longitudinal direction
of the contact paths 12 and 14. This makes it mechanically
possible to establish or adjust a total length of a microwave
conductor that comprises the contact paths 12 and 14 and
one of the conductor segments 16, 18 or 20 (only segment
18 being shown in FIG. 3). In accordance with the set total
length, a phase shift or propagation time adjustment of one
or more microwave signals can be made between the inputs
and outputs 11 and 13 of the waveguide component 15.

The planar microwave conductors can be embodied as a
microstripline, triplate line, stripline, suspended-substrate
line, slotline, coplanar line, or coplanar stripline.

The two line structures, formed of the contact paths 12
and 14 and one U-shaped conductor segment 16, 18 or 20,
can have a galvanic connection, for instance, in which the
line structures of both substrate plates 2 and 4, or superstrate
plates or superstrate foils, have an electrical contact.
Selectively, inductive and/or capacitive couplings are
equally possible, in which case the line structures of the two
substrate plates 2 and 4, or superstrate plates or superstrate
foils, are merely located close together and are separated
from one another by a dielectric and/or by the substrate plate
4.

The fundamental principle can be described using then
following relationships:

In microwave technology, a phase shift (or propagation
time) of a signal, described by the general equation

x()==~Re{X-e™"},

can be realized by a line segment that has a length ranging
from O to a few wavelengths. If a chronologically harmonic
signal, described by the complex pointer X_,,, is located at
the input of a microwave line (which in the ideal case is
loss-free) of a length 1, then the equation for the complex
pointer of the output signal X, is correspondingly

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

X oK cin @XP(=J 270 Ag)=X iy oxp (=] deltad);

where deltap=2m-/)..
)., is the wavelength carried by the microwave line at a
frequency f of

f=0/(2m).

By varying the lengths 1 of the line, or of the signal
propagation path, the phase shift or propagation time of the
transmitted signals can thus also be varied.

FIG. 3 shows schematic views of one possible embodi-
ment of a waveguide component 15 in a plan view (top) and
side view (bottom), in the retracted position (on the left) and
extended position (on the right) of the U-shaped conductor
segment 16, 18 or 20. The conductor segment shown here
has the shape shown in FIG. 2b. The contact paths 12 and 14
and the conductor segment 18 are embodied by microstrip
conductor technology. In further exemplary embodiments,
however, it is also possible to use one of the contact paths
16 or 20 in accordance with FIG. 2a or FIG. 2c.

The bottom side view shows the flat structure of the
substrate plate 2 with planar contact paths 12 and 14 applied
to it as well as the substrate plate 4, located parallel to it and
embodied thinner here, with the planar U-shaped conductor
segment 18 applied to it. A galvanic separation of the contact
paths 12 and 14 from the U-shaped conductor segment 18
also exists, because of the substrate plate 4, located between
them, of the U-shaped conductor segment 18. The exem-
plary embodiment shown thus also pertains to an inductive
or capacitive coupling of the contact paths 12 and 14 to the
conductor segment 18.

In the plan views of FIG. 3, angled portions of the contact
paths 12 and 14, angled upward (in the case of contact path
12) and downward (in the case of contact path 14) by 90° in
each case, and the inputs and outputs 11 and 13 can as a
result be spaced apart farther from one another than in the
embodiment of FIG. 1 in which the contact paths 12 and 14
are exclusively parallel to one another. In this way, the two
external terminals are disposed on two opposed long sides of
the substrate plate 2 and thus of the waveguide component
15, which allows a higher degree of miniaturization, with
correspondingly finer terminals or terminal wires.

FIG. 4 shows schematic views of a further possible
embodiment of a waveguide component 15, in a plan view
(top) and side view (bottom), in the retracted position (on the
left) and extended position (on the right) of the U-shaped
conductor segment 18. The waveguide component 15 is
embodied here by so-called triplate line technology. The
plan views correspond to those of FIG. 3. From the lower
side view, the flat structure of the substrate plate 2 can be
seen, along with planar contact paths 12 and 14 applied to
it, as well as the substrate plate 4, parallel to the plate 2, with
the planar U-shaped conductor segment 18 applied to it.
Above this is a further substrate plate 6, which forms the
upper termination of the sandwich assembly in so-called
triplate line technology. The substrate plate 6 preferably has
the same area at the base as the substrate plate 2 and is
located parallel to it. In this case, the contact paths 12 and
14 are oriented directly toward the conductor segment 18, so
that—once the desired total length is established—a gal-
vanic coupling is possible between the conductor tracks 12
and 14 and the conductor segment 18.

FIG. 5 shows schematic views of a further possible
embodiment of a waveguide component 15, in a plan view
(top) and side view (bottom), in the retracted position (on the
left) and extended position (on the right) of the U-shaped
conductor segment 18. Here the waveguide component 15 is
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embodied as a multilayer line assembly (so-called multilayer
technology). A first substrate plate 2 with contact paths 12
and 14 applied to it is followed, from the bottom up, by the
displaceable U-shaped conductor segment 18 (or 16 or 20)
with the associated substrate plate 4, and a further substrate
plate 6, which is bordered by a further substrate plate 2.
Located on it in turn are contact paths 12 (not shown in FIG.
5) and 14, followed by a substrate plate 4 with a U-shaped
conductor segment 18. The two substrate plates 4 can either
be displaceable independently of one another, or coupled to
one another so that they can be displaced only simulta-
neously and in each case by an identical displacement
distance in the longitudinal direction of the contact paths 12
and 14.

The assembly shown in FIG. § corresponds to a stack of
the waveguide components 15 shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. In
a concrete construction of a circuit arrangement that has the
waveguide components 15, they can be disposed two- or
three- dimensionally in a matrix.

What is claimed is:

1. An integrated waveguide component, comprising at
least one planar microwave conductor having an input to
which an input signal is applied and also an output output-
ting an output signal that is phaseshifted relative to the input
signal and dependent on a length of the at least one micro-
wave conductor, said at least one microwave conductor
having at least one interruption point; a mechanically shift-
able microwave conductor segment provided for said at least
one interruption point; a substrate plate above which said
microwave conductor is disposed; a further substrate plate
above which said microwave conductor segment is
disposed, so that said microwave conductor segment is
shiftable parallel to said substrate plate by displacement of
said further substrate plate to establish or adjust an effective
length, spanning said interruption point of said microwave
conductor segment in accordance with the desired phased
shift between the input signal and the output signal, said
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microwave conductor segment being disposed on a side
remote from said microwave conductor of said further
substrate plate, so that said further substrate plate performs
not only a carrier function for said microwave conductor
segment but simultaneously a function of a dielectric for an
inductive and/or capacitive coupling of said microwave
conductor to said microwave conductor segment.

2. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 1, and further comprising a plurality of ground planes
and displaceable adjusting planes disposed in layers one
above the other.

3. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 2, wherein said ground planes and said displaceable
adjusting planes are each formed as multi-layer conduction
technology-produced planes.

4. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 2, wherein said plurality of ground planes and dis-
placeable adjusting planes are disposed in layers one above
the other in a multilayer structure.

5. An integrated waveguide components defined in claim
1, wherein said further substrate plate is a superstrate foil.

6. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 1, and further comprising conductive layers mounted
as microstructures on said substrate plates.

7. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 1, wherein said microwave conductor has at least two
planar contact paths, said microwave conductor segment
being a substantially U-shaped microwave conductor sector
and assigned to said at least two contact paths and also is
displaceable longitudinally to said at least two planar contact
paths.

8. An integrated waveguide component as defined in
claim 7, wherein said at least two planar contact paths and
said displaceable U-shaped conductor segment are com-
posed of superconductors.



