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3 Cl'aims’.
1

"This: inventien relates to ‘new and useful im-
provements and structural refinements in min-
now buckets, and the principal object of the in-
vention is to facilitate aerating of the water in
the bucket, so as to preserve the minnows there-
in in proper live condition over extended perlods
of time.

This. object. is achieved by the provmon of a
minnow bucket wherein air from the atmosphere
is drawn. through the water contained in the
bucket, so that the water becomes aerated. there-
by in.a novel manner..

An important feature of the.invention resides
in.the provision of means for drawmg air through
the. water in. the bucket, this ‘means eliminating
the.use of pumps,. suction lines connected to auto-
mobile mamfolds or the like, such as were ccn-
ventlona].ly employed to perform the same furnc-
tion. In fact, the aerating means employed in
the. invention embodies a conventional beilows
which: is operatlvely connected to the. minnow
bucket in such manner as to decrease the air
pressure above the water therein. and thereby
draw in air from the atmosphere through the
water, for the purpose of aerating same.

Some of the-advantages of the invention re-
side in its simplicity of construction, conven-
ience of operation, and in its adaptablhty to eco-
nomical manufacture.

With the above more important obJects and

features in view and such other objects and fea~
tures as may become apparent as:this specifica-
tion: proceeds, the invention consists essentially
of the arrangement and construction of: parts as
jllustrated. in the accompanying drawings; in
which:

. Figure L isan elevational view: of the 1nvent10n

Pigure 2.is a vertical cross sectional view taken
on-the plane 2-—2 of Figure 4; .

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view, taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 3——3 in Figure
2,and.

Figure 4 is a top.plan view of the invention.

Tike characters of reference. are employed to
designate like parts in the specification and
throughout the several views.

Referring now. to the accompanying drawings
in detail, the invention consists of a minnow
bucket designated generally by the reference char-
acter {0, the same embodying in its construc-
tion a receptacle 12 which is adapted to be par-
tially filled with water as indicated at 14, to a
level substantially as shown at 16.

The upper end of the receptacle 12 is equipped
with a removable cover {8, this being provided
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with.an outturned flange 26 and with a gasket 22,
for obvious: reasons, that is, for the purpose of

‘rendering: the positioning of the cover & en:the

receptacle substantially airtight.

Moreover, the upper end portion of the 1ecep-
tacle 12 may be pmv1ded with. a swingable: bail
24 equipped with a ecarrying handle 26, substan-
tially as shown.

Arv air inlet duct or tube 28 extends upwardh,_r
from below the water level {8 in the receptacle 12
and is angulated at the upper end thereof to
project outwardly from:the receptacle into. com-
munication with the atmosphere as indicated. at
20. A loose fitting: cap or closure 32 may: be pro-
vided on the outer end portion 80 of the duct
28, so. that the: rate of flow of air from the at-
mosphere into the tube as indicated at 34 may be
controlled, as desired.

‘Provided exteriorly at the bottom of the recep-
tacle 12 is a.collapsible and expansible air cham-
ber assuming. the form of a substantialiy circular
bellows 36, this being secured to the bhottom of
the: receptacle: as at 38 and containing a com-
pression spring 40 which normally urges. the: bel-
lows: to its expanded position,. as will be cleally
understood.

The bellows 36 is equipped Wlth an exhaust pord
or nozzle 42, the-latter; in turn, being provided
with a loose-ﬁttmg cap 44, similar to the afore-
mentioned cap 32.

A suitable suction. line 46 connects the. bellows
36 with the upper portion of the receptacle. 12
above.the water line 16, and finally, it should be
explained that the entire bucket is provided with
a- plurality.. of collapsible legs 48 which. are
hingedly connected to the receptacle 12 by suit-
able: brackets 50 and-are swingable from their
extended positions: shown in Figure 1 to. their
retracted: positions: indicated: by the. phantom
linés 52 in the same figure.

- ‘When: the invention. is placed.in.use, the cap. 44

" is removed from.the exhaust port 42 and the bel-
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lows 36 is. collapsed by being pressed relative -to
the: eantainer: in. the directicir of the arrow- §4,

. which action: will. exhaust the: air from: the bel-

lows 38 through the port 42, as will be clearly
apparent. . Of course, it should be understood
that while this action takes place, the receptacle
12 ig filled with water to the level 16, so that the
air from the bellows is exhausted through the
port 42 rather than being driven into the recep-
tacle 12 through the suction line 46.

In any event, after the bellows is collapsed, the
cap 44 is reapplied to the port 42 so as to effec-
tively seal the same, and upon removal of the
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cover 18, minnows may be placed in the recepta-
cle. In order to retain the bellows in its col-
lapsed condition, the legs 48 may be collapsed
relative to the receptacle, into the dotted line po-
sition shown in Figure 1, so that the weight of
the receptacle and the water therein will com-
press the bellows between the bottom of the re-
ceptacle and the supporting surface below the
bellows. The cover I8 should then, of course, be
replaced, and the legs 48 moved into their ex-
tended positions, whereupon by loosening or com-
pletely removing the cover 32 from the end por-
tion 30 of the air inlet duct 28, air from the at-
mosphere will be permitted to be drawn as indi-
cated by the arrow 34 through the duct 28 into
the receptacle 12, since the bellows 36, expanding
by the resiliency of the spring 40, will withdraw
air from the top portion of the receptacle (2
through the suction line 46 and, as a result, the
air from the atmosphere drawn through the duct
28 will “bubble” through the water {4 in the re-
ceptacle {2, thus aerating the water as indicated
at 56 and preserving the minnows in the receptacle
in g live condition for a considerable period of
time.

Needless to say, the duration of “effectiveness”
of the invention is governed by the rate of ex-
pansion of the bellows 36 and by the attendant
rate of flow of the air from the atmosphere into
the water through the duct 28, this, in turn,
being effectively controlled by the adjustment of
the cap 32, as will be clearly apparent.

The aforementioned legs 48 .are adapted at

their lower ends for insertion in the ground so
as to retain the entire bucket in upright position,
and it is to be noted that these legs, when erected
or extended, extend substantially below the ex-
panded bellows 38, so that expansion of the bel-
lows is facilitated. Obviously, when the legs are
in their extended position, they will also serve
to guide the bellows during the expansjon there-
of.
. It is believed that the advantages and use of
the invention will be clearly apparent from the
foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further de-
scription thereof at this point is deemed unnec-
essary. )

While. in the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred embodiment of this
invention it is to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention as claimed.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A minnow bucket comprising & casing hav-
ing a liquid level, a detachable cover for said cas-
ing, said casing having 4 lower wall, g bellows
attached to and supported by said lower wgll, a
suction conduit positioned within said casing and
extending through said lower wall and communi-
cating with the interior of said bellows, said suc-
tion conduit having an upper portion terminat-
ing below said cover and above the liquid level,
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an air inlet conduit projecting through said cas-
ing above the liquid level and extending down-
wardly in said casing below the liquid level, and
legs normally depending from the sides of said
casing for supporting said casing and for guid-
ing said bellows as the latter expands, said legs
being movable out of supporting position where-
by the weight of said bucket will confract said
bellows.

2. A minnow bucket comprising a casing hav-
ing a liquid level, . a detachable cover for said
casing, said casing having a lower wall, a bellows
attached to and supported by said lower wall,
a suction conduit positioned within said casing
and extending through said lower wall and com-
municating with the interior of said bellows, said

" suction conduit having an upper portion termi-
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nating below said cover and above the liquid level,
an air inlet conduit projecting through said cas-
ing above the liquid level and extending down-
wardly in said casing below the liquid level,
means depending from the sides of said casing
for supporting said casing and for guiding said
bellows as the latter expands, and means for
controlling the flow of air through said inlet con-
duit.

3. A minnow bucket comprising a casing hav-
ing a liquid level, a detachable cover for said
casing, said casing having a lower wall, g bellows
attached to and supported by said lower wall, a
suction conduit positioned within said casing and
extending through said lower wall and communi-
cating with the interior of said bellows, said sue-
tion conduit having an upper portion terminat-
ing below sald cover and above the liquid level,
an air inlet conduit projecting through said cas-
ing above the liquid level and extending down-
wardly in said casing below the liquid level, means
depending from the sides of said casing for sup-
porting said casing and for guiding said bellows
as the latter expands, and an exhaust valve on
said bellows to selectively communicate sald bel-
lows with the atmosphere.

NOLAN C. JACKSON.
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