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To oil, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs A. BENNETT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Montclair, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvementin Desk-Covers, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The aim of this invention is to produce a 

new and improved desk-cover that may be 
used in Schools for the purpose of teaching 
manual training and for like purposes; and 
to this end the invention consists of the de 
Vice described and claimed in this specifica 
tion and illustrated in the accompanying 

15 drawings, in which 
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Figure is a side view of a desk with my 
COver applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a rear eleva 
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is a plan, on an en 
larged scale, of my cover. Fig. 4 is a sectional 
View of the same on line 4 4. Figs. 5 and 6 
are cross-sections on lines 55 and 66 of Fig. 
3. Fig. 7 is a perspective view, on an enlarged 
Scale, of the wedge used to lock the cover to 
the desk; and Figs. 8 and 9 are a side eleva 
tion and a plan, respectively, of the pin used 
to hold material to be operated upon to the 
COWe. 

In introducing manual training into schools 
it is desirable to have a cheap cover or top 
that may be applied to the existing school 
desks and which will contain and have means 
for teaching the desired branches, such as 
drawing, Wood - sawing, wood - carving, &c. 
The aim of my invention is, therefore, to pro 
duce a cover which will meet these require 
mentS. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, A rep 

resents a desk, which may be of the ordinary 
School pattern and may have the extending 
Seat B. 
My cover or top for the desk consists of the 

COver proper C, which has the extending ledges 
D and E. The ledge E has the recessed por 
tion e, but the ledge D is simply a straight 
projection, as shown. Adapted to fit into the 
recess e is the Wedge F, which has the tapered 
sidef, which is of the same width as the re 
cessed portione of the ledge E. This dimen 
sion is marked as fon the wedge. The wedge 
also has a head f', by which the same may be 
easily grasped for insertion and withdrawal. 

made just a little more than the width of the 
desk, and thus the cover may fit down upon 
the top of the desk and may be held in place 
against the usual projecting shoulder C. of the 
desk. When the cover is in place, the Wedge 
F is inserted in the recessed portion of the 
ledge E, and thus as the Wedge acts laterally 
the cover will be tightly clamped to the desk 
against lateral or forward movement, and as 
there is never any tendency to upward or 
backward movement, which the clamping 
above described will not resist, the cover Will 
be firmly held in place, and it is evident that 
the same may be very quickly secured in 
place and as quickly removed when desired. 
The cover consists of the base C, which has the projecting ledge or rib H, extending 

around the same and forming the pocket or 
space I in which the tools, pencils, &c., may 
be placed. The base C is brought up, as at J, 
to form a plane surface, but slightly below 
the top of the ledge H, and to this surface are 
fastened the stationary wedges K and K. 
A block of paper, as L, is adapted to fit Onto 

the surface J, between the ledge H and the 
wedges K and K', and the same may be held 
in place by the removable wedges N and N. 
The sides of the ledge H are finished off 
straight, as at 20, and a T-square may be 
placed against the same and used to draw the 
desired design upon the block of paper. It 
is apparent that by clamping the block in 
place by the means before described the block 
will be held in place parallel to this edge 20. 
On the other side of the base from the Sul 
face J is secured by screws 30, passing up 
through the base C, the removable block M, 
which has the extending arm M', having the 
slot M, which may be used as a support for 
material to be acted upon by a fret-saw in a 
well-known manner. By passing the ScreWS 
30 up through the bottom the top of the piece 
M will be clear and no metal will be exposed, 
so that carving-tools can strike on the same. 
The ledge His cut away, as shown, so that 

the block M will nicely fit on the base C, and 
the top of this block M is preferably made 
flush with the top of the ledge H, and the back 
of the piece M and the surface J are pref 
erably made on the same line, so that the 
pocket or space for tools will be rectangular 

The distance between the ledges D and E is in shape. 
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The piece M is used as a base or support 
for material that is to be cut or carved, and 
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the same has drilled or bored therein a series 
of round holes, as 50. Adapted to fit these 
holes 50 are the pins, which have the square 
Or straight-sided heads 51 and the extending 
round shanks 52. The block or material to 
be operated upon is placed upon the block M, 
pins are inserted around said block, and then 
Wedges, as 60, are driven or forced between 
the Square heads 51 of the pins and the blocks. 
The pins Will turn, as indicated, so that the 
flat surfaces of the wedges will bear against the 
block to be acted upon, no matter what the 
shape of the material is, and thus the wedges 
60 will always bear properly against both the 
material and the pins. This is a very advan 
tageous way of holding a block of wood or 
any material to a Work-bench or to any sur 
face, so that the same may be operated upon, 
and I consider such use as within the scope 
of my invention. 
The use of my device is apparent and is as 

follows: The cover is fastened upon the desk, 
the pupil draws the design upon the block of 
paper, and the same is transferred to the wood 
and used so that the same may be sawed out 
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on the removable block M by the means de 
Scribed, so that the same may be carved or 
further worked, as desired. 

It is an advantageous construction to make 
the block M removable, because when the 
same becomes cut by reason of the slip of the 
carving-tool, &c., the same may be quickly 
and easily replaced without otherwise affect 
ing the cover. 
With my improved device manual training 

may be introduced into large schools-as the 
public schools of a city-at a small cost, and 
the pupils easily taught the rudiments of 
drawing and woodworking, &c. 
The device herein shown and described may 

be greatly varied by a skilled mechanic with 
out departing from the scope of my inven 
tion as expressed in the claims. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A removable desk-cover consisting of the 
cover having the ledges D and E, adapted to 
project downwardly outside and beyond the 
sides of the desk, and the wedge adapted to 
fit between one of said ledges and the desk, 
whereby the cover can be laterally clamped 
in place without alteration of the desk, sub 
stantially as described. 
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2. A removable desk-cover consisting of the 
cover having the downwardly - projecting 
ledges D and E, adapted to fit outside of the 
desk, the ledge E having an inclined recesse, 
and the wedge adapted to fit into said recess - 
e, whereby the cover can be clamped to the 
desk, substantially as described. 

3. The removable desk - cover having the 
pocket I, the surface J, and the removable 
block M, substantially as described. 

4. The removable desk-cover having the 
base C, the rib H, extending around the same, 
the raised surface J in the base, the wedges 
IK and K, fastened on said surface J, and the 
removable block M, having the projecting 

7 c. 

slotted arm M', the surface J and block M not 
extending the full width of the cover, where 
by a pocket, as I, will be formed, substan 
tially as described. 

5. A removable desk-cover having a num 
75 

ber of holes bored in the same, and pins hav 
ing square heads and rounded shanks adapt 
ed to fit into said holes, and wedges adapted 
to be forced between said square heads and 
material to be clamped to said board, whereby 
the pins will be turned to accommodate the 
wedge, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

CHAS. A. BENNETT. 
Witnesses: 

W. J. BAGLEY, 
R. C. R.YERSON. 

  


