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This mventmn relates to a life- savmg de-
- vice, and particularly to that class of life-
preserving devices: .adapted to be fastened

upon the body of individuals to sustain them
& in the water in an emergency or for pleasure.

The objects are to provide a life-saving
clevme having several buoyant elements; in-

cluding inflatable tubes, whereby buoyancy

is attained by reason of air in the tubes, and
10 by reason of other elements a further ob]eet
" being to provide.a life- savmg deviece that may

be easily inspected to ascertam whether ef-.

fective or defective.
, Another object is to: prov1de a life-saving
15 device that is cheap to manufacture, eas1ly
adjusted to the body, and which is adapted
to persons of different sizes.
Other objects are to provide a device of
this character of a relatively large buoyancy

20 capable of sustaining a swimmer in the wa-
ter ; which will adapt itself to his movements,’

and ‘not encumber his efforts in reaching
safety, and to provide a device that will lessen
the Liability to cold and cramps to the sw1m-

) .25 mer.

"T: accomplish the ob]ects of my invention
by the construction illustrated in the accom-
-panying drawing.

In the drawing: Figure 1isa top plan view

30 of my 1mproved life-saving- device.

is a front elevation of the device. Fig. 3is

a perspective detail view of the lower cork

supporting band. Fig. 4is-an enlarged de-
tail sectional view of the device.

35~ In practice I provide a canvas fabmc re-

_ ceptacle 11,  made . with a lower flange 12,

provided with eyelets 18, .and having cord

elements 14 at the center to divide the recep- -

tacle into compartments 15 and 16, and hav-
40 ing the upper flanges 17 prov1ded with eye-
lets 18. The matemal of Wh1ch this.compart-

ment receptacle -is made’ is waterproofed.:

Within each compartment I provide the rub-
ber inflatable tubes 19, having projecting air-
45 valves 20 whereby . they may be readﬂy in:

flated when the’ device is to.be used.. By

providing two tubes, the device may be stiil

effective if one tube should lose a portion of: -1

o itstair. I prov1de shoulder straps 21 to ‘as-
80 sist in locating and holdmg the dev1ce on

Fig. 2:

the body, thiese houlder straps ha,vmg?buck—,_ : 3
les 292 for adjustment.. T ‘provide a cork sup--
porting band 23 Wh1ch is attached to:flange

12 by means of the. eyelets 18. Band:28has .
the' front portion 24 in the form of a flap, 55 s

and having cords :25-to engage with loops '
26 when adjusted to the user. On ‘the upper
portion of band 23, 1 mount-an elastic belt -
27, and on the 1 1nner face 28 of the band, I

mount: the cork- members 29 and 30.. These 0 o

members 29 and 30 may be of cork materlal

or any light waterproof material, and are
“designed to keep the body warm, and to. pre-. e

vent chills or-cramps:

By providing a, plurahty of buoyant tubes. 65 :

T provide safety in case one of them should
become punctured; the remaining tube safe-.
guarding the . efﬁc1ency of the device. The

-elastic band 27 serves to maintain the device =
_in suitable relation to the body of the user, 79 -
and the cork fibre elements 29 and 30 serve to S g

warm-the body of the user.
Constructed as shown; this life-saving de
vice is light, efficient in use, easily adjusted

T claim: ' ‘ L
1. In a life-saving devme, a substantlally v

circular fabric receptacle; two inflatable rub- 8

ber tubes mounted therein, one’ above the"
other, a dépending flange on'the receptacle, -
a ‘cork fibre supporting band attached to the
depending flange, an elastic. belt mounted on §
the upper portion of the supporting band, '
and a plurality of Waterproof fibre elements '

~mounted on the supporting band. , _
2. In a life-saving device, a fabric recep-: e

tacle, inflatable rubber. tubes mounted in:the:
receptacle a cork fibre supporting band. de- 90

pending from the receptacle, an elastic belt .. -
mounted on the outer face of the supporting .~ -
‘band, and a pluralitv of waterproof fibre ele-~
. ments motunted on the inner face of the sup-t
~portingband. ‘ ,
3. In a life-saving dev1ce, a fabrlc recep-, S
’ tacle, inflatable rubber tubes mounted there-
in, ‘shoulder straps mounted on-and project- -
.1n<r upwardly from the, receptacle, a. cork
‘ﬁbre supportmrr band dependlng from the 100

- tothe body, does not 1nterfere with the move- 78 . e
‘ments of the user, and may be deﬂated for Ey
“storing and packing purposes ‘
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recepfacle, a foldable flap forming the front

‘and lower portion of the supporting band,

an elastic belt mounted on the upper portion

“of the.supporting band, and a plurality of

waterproof fibre elements mounted on the
inner face of the supporting band.

4. In. a life-saving device, a fabric recep-
tacle, cords at the middle portion and di-

- viding the receptacle into upper and lower

'10:

15

compartments, -inflatable rubber tubes, one

in each compartment, a depending flange on- -~
the receptacle, a cork fibre supporting band .
‘secured to the depending flange, an elastic

belt mounted on the upper portion. of the: -
supporting band, and ‘a plurality of water- -

proof fibre elements mounted on the inner .
“face of the supporting-band.. =~ -+ T
~ In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature.; L '

TOSHICHI NAKAMURA.-
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