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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, THEODORE. R. DUNHAM, of 

Newark, in the county of Essex, and in the State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Clasps for Trunks, Valises, &c.; and 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description thereof, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to the letters of ref 
erence marked thereon, making a part of this specifi 
cation. . 
The nature of my invention consists in the cofstruc 

struction and arrangement of a clasp or elastic catch 
for trunks, valises, bags, and other articles. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art to which 
Imy invention appertains, to make and use the same, 
will now proceed to describe its construction and op 
eration, referring to the annexed drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view, and 
Figure 2, vertical longitudinal sections of my clasp 

or catch. 
A represents a piece of elastic, doubled or single, 

which elastic passes through a loop, a, which is a part 
of the catch B. 

This catch can be constructed of one or more pieces, 
connected, so that the elastic A passes through one 
end; and on the other, a leather loop, C, is securely 

attached, or some other means by which the catch 
may be operated. 
The catch proper is made of brass or other suitable 

metal, struck up, or cast, and provided with two pro 
jections, bb, which, when the loop is drawn over and 
downward by the hand, catches in the under fastening 
D, which consists of a piece of metal, fastened in any 
suitable manner, and provided with a lug, d, on either 
side, in which the projections battach themselves. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. The catch B, constructed as described, with side 

projections bb, and having the elastic A and loop O 
attached on either end, substantially as herein set 
forth, with the fastening D, provided with lugs did, 
substantially as and for the purposes herein set forth. 

2. The combination of the elastic A, catch B, pro 
jections bb, loop C, with the fastening D, and lugs d 
d, all constructed and arranged substantially as and 
for the purposes herein set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I have here 

unto set my hand, this 8th day of November, 1869. 
Witnesses: THEODORE. R. DUNEHAM. 

WM. P. MILLER, 
WM. H., MoSES, 


