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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Franz A. Fuoiizr, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Newark, in the county of Xssex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Match-
Boxes, .of which the following 1s a full, clear,
and exact deseription, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make, construct, and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, forming a part of this specification.

The present invention has reference to
improvements in that class of match boxes
especially adapted for the reception of small
packages of safety matches, made of card-
board, and such as have been in extensive
use for advertising purposes, but which are
also applicable to other uses, such as the
carrying therein of visiting cards, memo-
randum pads, and similar articles.

The principal object of this invention is

. to provide a neat and simply constructed
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match safe or box of the general character
stated, and the invention has for its further
object to provide a match safe or box having
a recelving element or holder adapted to re-
ceive and hold or retain a folder of matches
of the character set forth, and at the same
time, expose the igniting or scratching sur-
face of the folder, so that the matches may
be applied thereto for ignition.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a match safe or box of the character
above described, comprising two normally
closed sections, and a receiving element or
holder for the folder of matches pivotally
arranged upon the hinge pin or rod of the
case, said holder and the case sections being
provided with means for automatically
causing the folder of matches carried by
the holder when the case is opened, to be
accessible and to present the same for use
so that the matches may easily and quickly
be removed from the folder and ignited
upon the scratcher.

A preferred embodiment of my invention
is clearly illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a plan view of the
box. Fig. 2 represents an enlarged end ele-
vation of the same. IFig. 3 represents an
enlarged fragmentary view of the hinge or
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rear end of the lid. Fig. 4 represents an
enlarged front elevation of the receiving ele-
ment or holder. Fig. 5 represents an en-
larged fragmentary view of the hinge or
rear end of the box body. Fig. 6 represents
a transverse sectional side elevation taken
on lines #—w of Fig. 4, looking in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrow. Fig. 7 repre-
sents a side elevation of the open box illus-
trating the receiving element or holder in
dotted lines, the position which said holder
assumes when the box is opened, and also
showing the holder in full lines, being the
position into which it has been moved pre-
paratory to detaching the matches from the
folder and igniting the same upon the
scratcher ; and Fig. 8 represents a plan view
of the same. ,

Similar letters of reference are used in
all of the above described views, to indicate
corresponding parts throughout the speci-
fication and drawings.

The improved match box is preferably
made of sheet metal of any suitable kind,
and comprises a box body «, and a suitably
hinged lid b of substantially the same shape
and dimensions. These parts are of such
shape as to lend themselves readily to manu-

facture by the use of suitable punches and

dies, from ordinary sheet metal.

¢, ¢ represent lugs formed integrally with
the front end of the box body ¢, extending
downwardly into the box body into close
proximity to and parallel with the front
edge of the box body e, thus providing a
narrow space between which the free ends
of the combined spring and catch member
d are secured. The combined spring and
catch member d is formed from a-single flat
piece of suitable metal, as illustrated, the
ends of the spring being located between the
narrow space formed by the downwardly
extending lugs ¢, ¢, and the front end of the
box body flange. Formed centrally and in-
tegrally with the spring is an upwardly and
inwardly extending tongue ¢, provided with
a projection f, to receive a holding lug g,
formed integral with the 1id &, so that when
the box body and lid are closed, such lug ¢
will be received by the projection f and
firmly secure the box members in locked po-
sition.

% represents a push piece secured to the
under side of the spring in any convenient

65

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100-

105




2

10

15

20

25

30

manner, adapted to pass through a suitable
opening - formed in the end of the box
body a.

The holding Iug ¢ on the lid 9, is formed

with twe extensmns %, which extensmns act

as guides to receive the tongue ¢ of the
spring d, to cause the lid 6 to properly reg-
ister with the box body @, when they are in
their closed relation to each other. This
particular form of spring and catch when
secured in place by the lugs ¢, ¢ will not be-
come inoperative or separated from the box
body « through careless manipulation.

The box body @ and the lid & are respec-
tively provided with one or more integral
tubular members or ears j, & and Z, said tu-
bular members 4, & and ¢ being adapted to
dovetail together with the tubular members
m and n of the receiving element or holder
o to form a hinged barrel, all being opera-
tively connected by means of a pin or pintle
p. The receiving element or holder o is

‘made from a single piece of metal and along

its side edges ¢ is provided with integral
holding means » formed in the blank from
which said holder is made. These holding
means r, 7 extend inwardly from the side
edges ¢, ¢ of the holder, so as to properly
overlie the package of matches.

s represents an outwardly projecting
flange formed integrally with the lower end

. of the receiving element or holder o, which
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‘has also formed integrally therewith, the

tubular bearings m and » which are formed
by curling the metal thereof, as illustrated
in the drawirgs. The outer edges of the
tubular ‘members m and # of the receiving
element or holder o, as well ag the inner
edges of the tubular members j of the box
body @ and 7 of the lid 8, are so formed as to
provide integral stops #, adapted to engage
with each other to limit the movement ot the
holder o on the hinge pin or rod p. In the
preferred form, and in order to insure sta-
bility, I curl the metal of the tubular mem-
bers m and n of the holder o in opposite
It will thus be seen in Fig. 7 of

" the drawings, that upon opening the case,
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the holder o with the folder of matches will
agsume the position illustrated in dotted
lines, and that the holder o containing the

_folder of matches can then be moved into

" the position illustrated in full lines, so that
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the matches may easily and quickly be re-
moved from the folder and ignited upon the
scratcher. By changing the dimensions of

.. the stops #, on the tubular members of the

holder and the corresponding stops # on the
tubular members j and 7 of the box body «
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and lid 2, the position which the holder o
will assume upon opening the box, as well
asg the movement thereof into the position
shown in full lines, may be varied.

It will thus be seen that I have provided a -

match box in which I have reduced the ac-
tual number of parts to a minimum, and
that when assembled and in position, the
possibility of the parts becoming separated
by careless manipulation, have also been re-
duced to a minimum.
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Experience has demonstrated that the or- -

ganization above described is a ‘practical
and eflicient one for accomplishing the ends
sought by this invention. The construction
may, however, be varied in detail by those
skilled in such matters without departing
from the invention.

I claim:

.- As anew article of manufactire, a case,
compusm a pair of hinged body sections,
means for locking the said body sections in
their closed relation, a hinged receiving ele-
ment or holder pivotally connected with the
hinge of said body sections, the said holder
and the said body section hinges being each
provided with integral engaging stops hav-
ing engagement with each other when the
case ig opened to carry the holder in one
direction with one of said body sections
and to limit the movement of the holder
when moved in the direction of the other of
said body sections.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a case,
comprising a pair of hinged body sections,
spring-actuated means for locking said body
sections in their closed relation, a receiving
element or holder pivotally connected with
the hinge of said body sections, said holder
having integral tubular extensions formed
in opposite directions, said extensionson their
outer faces being provided with stops, and
the hinged sections of the case having in-
tegral fubular extensions, the outer tubular
ezxtensmn of each section being provided
with a stop on its inner face to engage with
the stops on the outer faces of the tubular
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extensions of the holder to limit the move- -

ment of the holder when the case is opened
and to further limit the movement of the
holder when moved in the direction of the
other body section and a pintle connecting
the holder with the body sections.

This specification signed and witnessed
this 30th day of \Tovember 1912.

I‘RA‘\M A. FULLER

Witnesses:
Frup’r C. TISOIIDR,
Ww. H CoNELIN.

Coples of thls patent may be obtained for five cents each, ’by addressing the ¢ Gomm1s51oner of Patents,
Washington, D, G »
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