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This invention relates to improvements in 
'folding tables wherein the legs are pivotally con 
inected within a table top and associated with 
mechanism for locking the several legs when in 

5 extended position and latching the legs friction 
ally in their folded positions. 
An object of the invention is the provision of a 

locking mechanism for each of the legs by which 
the legs are sustained in extended position and 
in which the locking mechanism for each leg is 
moved from locking position upon folding of the 
leg adjacent thereto. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

appear in the following description. 
An illustrative embodiment of the invention is 

shown in the accompanyinging drawings, in 
which:- 

Fig. 1 is a bottom plan view of a table made 
in conformity with the invention, the legs being 
shown in folded position; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan yiew of one of the table 
legs including its reinforce; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevation projected 
from Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 
showing the connection of one of the legs with 
the table top, the locking mechanism therefor 
and an adjacent leg cooperatively associated with 
said mechanism; 

Fig. 5 is a similar view showing partially a 
projection from Fig. 4 in a plane at right angles 
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thereto; and 
Fig. 6 is another fragmentary cross-sectional 

view similar to Fig. 4 but showing one of the legs 
inlatched position and unlocking another leg to 
permit folding thereof. w 
The illustrative embodiment of the invention 

is constituted of a rectangular table top pro 
vided with marginal pendant frame members 2 

40 and preferably having an inner supporting frame 
3 disposed at the juncture of the top and its frame 
members. s 

In each corner of the table top secured to the 
corresponding frame members is located a U 
shaped bracket 4 formed preferably of sheet 
metal, the bracket being secured to said frame 
members by means of screws 5, and also to said 
inner supporting frame by a screw 6 which ex 
tends through a perforated lug T that is cut out 
of the adjacent inner wall of the bracket and 
bent at right angles thereto...so that an opening 8 

r (Fig. 5) is left in said wall, hereinafter referred to. 
Legs-9, 0, ... and 2 are pivotally secured re 

55. 
spectively to the corresponding brackets 4 by 
means of a lag screw 3 that passes through the 

(C. 311-99) 
walls of the corresponding bracket 4 and the leg. 
Preferably, the upper end of each leg has thereon 
a reinforce or metal facing 4 that is secured 
thereto by means of screws 5, through which the 
'corresponding lag-screw 3 extends, there being : 
an opening 6 made through the leg and the 
facing walls for the accommodation of the lag 
screw. The lag-screw forms a pintle upon which 
the corresponding leg turns in its bracket 4. 

In the upper part of each leg is made a bore fi 

5 

that extends through the inner wall 8 of the 
"reinforce 4 and terminates at the outer wall 9 
of the reinforce where the bore is closed. In the 
bore 7 of each leg is disposed a lock-bolt 20 and 
an expansion spring 2 that bears against the 35 
outer wall 9 of the reinforce f4 and one end of 
the bolt. The opposite end of the bolt 20 is 
rounded off to form a tapering nose 22 that pro 
trudes through the inner wall 8 of the facing 
on the leg and has locking relation with the cor- 20 
responding bracket 4 when the leg is moved into 
its fully extended position, there being made in 
the inner wall of the bracket an opening 23 for 
reception of the outer end portion of the bolt. 
The opening 23 is preferably of smaller bore than 25 
the diameter of the bolt so that when in locking 
position the boltfits tightly therein and prevents 
wobbling of the leg upon its pintle. When the 
leg is moved into folded position the nose of the 
bolt protrudes to a limited extent into the lug 30 
opening 8 in the bracket and thereby the leg is 
yieldingly held in folded position. The lug open 
ing 8 is located in the bracket a sufficient distance 
from the pintle as to lie partially out of the path 
of the bolt when the leg is folded and thus is 3: 
prevented locking engagement of the bolt in the 
lug opening. 

In juxtaposition with each bracket 4 is secured 
a spring 24 preferably consisting of a metallic 
strip rigidly. Secured at one end to the adjacent 
face of said bracket and shaped to have an offset 
25 and a backturned movable free end 26 that 
overlaps the opening 23 in the bracket 4 and 
bears against the nose of the corresponding bolt 
when the leg is extended and the bolt is in lock 
ing position. Thus, when pressure is applied to 
the free end of the Spring the bolt is pressed back 
into the bore of the leg in opposition to the action 
of the expansion spring 2 a sufficient distance 
to permit folding movement of the leg upon its 
pintle. 

... The free end of each leg has thereon a knob 
2. that when the leg is folded contacts with and 
exerts pressure against the free end 26 of the 
Spring 24 that is associated with an adjacent leg 55 



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40, 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
causing the lock-bolt to be moved from its lock 
ing engagement to permit folding of Said adjacent 
leg. The offset 25 on the Spring 24 acts as a 
stop and rest for the free end of the adjacent 
folded leg, and coincidentally the free end of said 
spring has latching relation with the folded leg 
engaged thereby. 
In operation, the legs are moved from folded 

position in successive order to their fully extended 
position whereupon they become automatically 
locked by engagement of their respective bolts in 
the corresponding brackets. In folding the table, 
pressure is manually applied against One of the 
springs 24 to move the corresponding bolt back 
Wardly and thus permit folding of the correspond 
ing leg. When the leg thus unlocked is moved to 
folded position, the knob. 27 on its free end con 
tacts and bears against the spring 24 of the ad 
jacent leg thus automatically unlocking the 
adjacent leg and permitting folding thereof. Said 
adjacent leg upon being folded similarly causes 
unlocking of the next succeeding leg, which suc 
ceeding leg, upon being folded, similarly unlocks 
the next leg, and so forth, until all of the legs 
shall have been unlocked and folded. In this 
manner upon manually unlocking and folding of 
one leg, each of the other legs are automatically 
unlocked, one after another in successive order 
upon folding of the corresponding preceding legs. 
Thus, upon folding of each leg an adjacent leg is 
unlocked and itself becomes latched in folded 
position by the free end 26 of the corresponding 
spring 24, which action permits folding of the 
unlocked legs in Successive Order. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A folding table having a rectangular top 

provided with pendant marginal frame members, 
a bracket secured within each corner of said top, 
each bracket having an inner wall provided With a 
lock opening, a leg secured upon a pintle in each . 
of said brackets, each leg having in its upper 
end portion a spring-pressed lock-bolt adapted 
to have locking engagement with the correspond 
ing bracket by projecting into the lock opening 

45 therein When said leg is moved into its fully ex 
tended position, and a spring secured at One end 
in juxtaposition to each bracket and having a 
movable free end that overlaps the lock opening 
and has operative relation with the lock-bolt in 
said leg, the free end of each leg having Operative 
relation With the spring that is associated with 
the leg adjacent thereto so that when the one 
leg is moved to folded position the spring engaged 
by the folded leg causes the corresponding bolt 
to move from locking position to thereby permit 
folding of said adjacent leg. 

2. A folding table having a rectangular top pro 
vided with pendant marginal frame members, a 
bracket within each corner of Said top, each 
bracket having an inner wall provided with a lock 
opening, a leg secured upon a pintle in each of 
said brackets, said leg having in its upper end 
portion a spring-pressed lock-bolt adapted to 
have locking engagement with the corresponding 
bracket by projecting into the lock opening there 
in when said leg is moved into its fully extended 
position, and a spring secured at one end in juxta 
position to each bracket and having a movable 
free end that overlaps the corresponding lock 
opening and actuates the lock-bolt in said leg 
when pressure is applied to said Spring. 

3. A folding table, said table having a top, 
brackets secured to said top, each bracket having 
a lock opening, a leg secured upon a pintle in 

2,145,784 
each of said brackets, said legs each having a 
spring-pressed lock-bolt adapted to have locking 
engagement with the corresponding bracket by 
projecting into the lock opening therein when 
the corresponding leg is moved into its fully ex 
tended position, and a spring secured at one end 
in juxtaposition to each bracket provided with a 
movable free end and an offset, said Spring hav 
ing engagement with the lock-bolt in the cor 
responding leg and with the free end of an ad 
jacent folding leg when the last-mentioned leg 
is moved to folded position, thereby to move said 
lock-bolt out of locking engagement. 

4. A folding table, said table having a top, 
brackets secured to said top, each bracket hav 
ing a lock opening, a leg secured upon a pintle 
in each of said brackets, said legs each having a 
spring-pressed lock-bolt adapted to have locking 
engagement with the corresponding bracket by 
projecting into the lock opening therein when 
the corresponding leg is moved into its fully ex 
tended position, and a spring secured at one end 
in juxtaposition to each bracket provided with a 
movable free end, said spring being operatively 
associated with the lock-bolt in the corresponding 
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leg and with the free end of an adjacent leg . 
when the last-mentioned leg is moved to folded 
position thereby to move said lock-bolt out of 
locking engagement. - ... - 

5. A folding table, said table having a top and 
legs pivoted on said top to have folding move 
ment relative thereto, each leg having means for 
locking it in extended position, and a member 
disposed in juxtaposition with the pivoted end 
of each leg engageable by an adjacent leg when 
the latter leg is folded for moving said locking 

30 

means out of locking position whereby the leg . 
thus unlocked may be folded. 

6. A folding table, said table having a top and 
legs pivoted thereon provided each with means to 
lock same in extended position, and a member 
operatively related with the lock means of each 
leg having an offset that functions as a stop to 
limit folding movement of an adjacent leg and 
also a free end to unlock the corresponding leg when said adjacent leg is folded. 

7. A folding table having a rectangular top 
provided with pendant marginal frame members, 
a bracket Within each corner of said top, the inner 
Wall of each bracket having a lock opening, a leg 
Secured upon a pintle in each of said brackets, 
Said leg having in its upper end portion a spring 
pressed lock-bolt adapted to have locking engage 
ment with the corresponding bracket by pro 
jecting into the lock opening therein when said 
leg is moved to its fully extended position, and a 
Spring secured at one endinjuxtaposition to each 
bracket provided with a movable free end, said 
spring having engagement with the lock-bolt in 
the corresponding leg and with the free end of 
an adjacent folding leg when the last mentioned 
leg is moved to folded position thereby to move 
said lock-bolt out of locking engagement. 

8. A folding table having a top and legs pivoted 
thereon provided each with means to lock same 
in extended position, and a member located ad 
jacent the pivoted end of each leg having oper 
ative relation with the lock member thereof and 
also with the free end of the adjacent leg when 
said adjacent leg is folded, whereby when each 
leg is folded the next succeeding leg is unlocked 
to permit folding thereof. 

WILLIAM. C. RASTETTER. 
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