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This invention relates.t0 rifles and the like 
Small firearms?such for example as are shown 
in my prior Patents Nos?2,094,156 and 2.215.470, 
granted September 28?1937 and September 24, 
1940, reSpectively. 
The principal Object of the inVention is to 

provide a rifle having a.butt portion which is 
So designed as to provide not Only a housing 
forthe mainspring but also a cleaning orservice 
kit and which may be quickly and-eaSily dis 
membered for-cleaning or repair and readily 
reassembled for use. 
Further Objects relate to Various features of 

ConStruction and Will be apparent from a Con 
Sideration Of the following deSCription and ac 
COmpanying drawing wherein: 
Fig.1 is a Side elevation of a rifle embodying 

the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the butt end Of the 

rifle shown in Fig?1; 
Fig.3 is an end elevation showing the butt 

plate removed; 
Fig.4 is a Section on the line 4-4 of Fig?2; 

and 
Fig?5 is a perspective view of the latch member 

for locking the butt plate in closed position. 
The particular embodiment of the invention 

ChOSen for the purpose of illustration is a rifle 
of the reciprocating barrel type Comprising a 
barrel I having its inner end portion slidably 
mounted within a reCeiver 2 and an adjoining 
TadiatOr Sleeve 3. The reCeiver and aSSociated 
parts Carry the Operating mechanism, including 
a trigger 4 trigger guard 5, and a pistol grip 
6 Which depends from its under Surface. The 
rear Of the reCeiver is Connected in the manner 
Hereinafter deScribed with the butt portion aS 
Sembly Comprising a pair Of tubular members 
B and 9, the uppermost of which provides a 
houSing for the main Spring i i (Fig?4), and 
the outer end of these tubes Support the butt 
Or Shoulder member 10. The ConStruction Of the 
receiver,the operating mechanismand aSSociated 
parts, may be Substantially the Same as is Shown 
in the aforementioned Patent No. 2.215,470 to 
which reference may be had for a more detailed 
description. 
The Outer end of the receiver 2 is formed With 

threaded apertures i5 and 16which receive cou 
pling members IT and 18, and the inner end of 
a perforate main Spring tube 20 is brazed or 
otherwise Secured to the Coupling member IT. 
The upper tubular member 8 Snugly fits about - 
the tube 20, and the inner end of the lower 
tubular member 9 haS a threaded engagement 
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With the Coupling I8, aS Shown in Fig.4 The 
Outer end of the main Spring II acts against a 
plug 22?which fits within the projecting end 
of the tube 20, the inner end of the plug being 
formedwith aninwardlyextending neck23which 
maintains the Spring ll properly Centered The 
Outer end Of the lower tubular member 9 is 
threaded to hollow Coupling 25 which not only 
prOVides an eXtenSiOn but also a means for Secur? 
ing the ring-like upper end of the rear sling 
Swivel aSSembly 26 permanently in position.? 
A1ectangular plate member30 is juxtaposed to 

the ends of the tubular members 8 and 9 and is 
formed With Spaced Circular openings through 
which the projecting outer ends of the tube 20 
and Coupling 25 extend A locking pin3I extends 
tranSVerSelythrough openings formedinthe sides 
of the plate 30, the end portion Of the tube 20 
and the plug 22 so astolock these parts against 
relative rotation The upper end of the plate 
30 is formed With a transverse lug or raised por 
tion32, andits 1ower end is formed with.a latch 
abutment 33 of approximately Semi-hexagonal 
CrOSS-Section which abutment extends below the 
Coupling 25. A pair of locking rings 36 and 37, 
each formed with circumferentially spaced radi 
ally extending Slots 38, are threaded on the ends 
ofthe tube 20and coupling 25, respectively and 
Serve to maintain the parts in aSSembled relation. 
A remOVable pin 40, paSSing through opposite 
Slots in the upper ring 36 and a radially extend 
ing Opening in the end of the plug 22, projects 
into One Of the slotSin the lower ring 3T and thus 
inSures againSt aCCidental loOSening of the lock? 
ing ringS. The main Spring tube and itS Con? 
tained parts are thus effectively Sealed, but it 
will be noted that the outer end of the lower 
tubular member 9 is free frorn obstructions So 
asto permit access to its interior which provides 
a built-in Compartment or kit C adapted to re 
ceive tools cleaning equipment or the like, 
A butt plate Comprising a main Shell or Cap 45 

and a clOSure member 46fits about the aforemen 
tioned parts, the upper end of the Cap 45 being 
pivotally connected by a pin or rivet 48 to the 
lug 32, as shown in Fig.4 So that the Cap 45 may 
be swung clockwise about the pivot pin 48 clear 
of the outer ends of the tubes 8 and 9, thereby 
to permit access to these parts The Cap 45 is 
provided with an outer Wall having a curvature 
Suitable to fit the Shoulder and the lower por 
tions of its side walls receive the inwardly pro 
jecting ears formed on the Side Walls of the clo? 
sure shel146, these parts being secured together 
by spaced rivets 50 and 5I which project through 



2 
aligned Openings in the Walls. A rivet 52, ex 
tending from one Side wall of the cap 45 to the 
Opp0Site Side Wall provides a stop engageable 
With the latch-abutment 33 which limits the 
SWinging movement of the butt plate in a coun 
terclockwise direction.? - 
Alatch member 55 (Fig?5) isslidablymounted 

On the bottom Wall of the closure shel1 46, the 
latch being formedat its innerend with a locking 
nOSe 56 Which has a sliding fit between the rivet 
50 and the bottom Wall. 
1atch is formed with a longitudinally extending 
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opening 57 which receives a coil compression ? 
Spring 58, andthe outer end ofthe latchisformed 
With a transversely extending Slot 59 throtigh 
Which the rivet 5l passes. 
against the rivet 5I So as to urge the latch 55 
upWardly into engagement with the latch-abut 
ment 33, the rivets 50 and 5f providing guiding 
members for the latch in its movement to and 
from locking position, as shown in Fig.4. The 
ConStruction and arrangement of parts are Such 
that When the Cap 45 Swings in a Counterclock? 
wise direction from open position, the nose 56 
Of the latch, striking the beveled Surface of the 
1atch-abutment 33, is first retracted and then 
Snaps into locking position to hold the cap firmly 
10cked in ClOSed position, as shown in Fig.4. 
The bottom Or Outer Wall of the shell 46 iS 

formed With an elongate Opening 60, and the 
body Of the latch is alSo formed with an opening 
6f adapted to receive the bullet end of a Cartridge 
or the like implement when inserted through the 
opening 60, the parts being so designed that when 
the latch is in locking position the opening 6I 
is at the upper end of the opening 60. With this 
Construction and arrangement, the bullet end of 

The Spring 58 aCtS 
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a cartridge may be easily inserted through the 
opening 60 So as to retract the latch 55?thereby 
diSengaging the locking nose 56 from abutment 
33 and permitting the butt plate assembly to be 
swung outWardly in a clockwise direction to se 
cure access to the kit C and/Or preparatory to 
dismembering the parts for cleaning or repair. 

It will be noted that the cap 45 and shell 46 
cooperate With the plate 30 and associated partS 
not only to provide a complete closure for the 
compartment C,-which closure may be quickly 
and conveniently opened but also a butt mem? 
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ber which is of light weight and yet of strong 
and durable Construction. 
While I have shown and described different de 

Sirable embodiments of the invention?it is to be 
understood that this disclosure is forthe purpose 
ofillustration and that Various changes inshape, 
proportion and arrangement of parts as wellas 
the Substitution of equivalent elements for those 

? herein shown and described may be made with 
10° 

The body portion of the? 
Out departing from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention as set forth in the appended 
claims. . 
I Claim: * - 

1. A butt stock construction for a rifle com 
prising a receiver having a barrel.projected from 
One end a plurality of tubular members project 
ing from the opposite end of the receiver one of 
Said tubularmembers housing the main operating 
spring for the rifle and another providing a com? 
partment or kit a plate member fitting about the 
Outer end portions of Said tubular members with 
its lower end extending below said tubular mem 
bers and providing a latch abutment a cap-like 
butt plate pivotally Connected to the upper end 
of Said plate member and arranged so asto swing 
toward and away from the end of said tubular 
member to provide a ClOSure therefor and a latch 
Carried by said butt plate and engageable with 
Said latch abutment for releasably locking said 
butt platein ClOSed p0Sition. ? 

2. A butt Stock ConStruction for a rifle, Com 
prising a receiver having a barrel projected from 
One end a pair of tubular members projecting 
from the OppOSite end Of the receiver and ar? 
ranged one above the other, the upper tubular 
member housing the main Spring for the rifle 
and the lowertubular member providing a com 
partment or kit a plate memberfitting about the 
outer ends of said tubular members withits lower 
end extending below the lower tubular member 
and providing a latch abutment a Cap-like butt 
plate pivotally Connected to the upper end ofsaid 
plate menaber and arranged So asto swingtoward 
and away from the end of said tubular member 

4? to provide a ClOSure therefor and a latch carried 
by Said butt plate andengageable With said latch 
abutment for releaSably locking Said butt plate in 
closed position. - - - 

- MELVIN M.JOHNSON?JR. 


