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To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that we, CYRII. C. MASON 

and RoLAND H. RobiNsoN, citizens of the 
United States, and residents of St. Louis, 

5 Missouri, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in Switch-Boxes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

switch boxes and has for its object a casing 
o so constructed as to be connected one with 

the other so that any number of electric 
switches may be properly inserted and that 
the series of connected boxes may be rigidly 
connected together and supported in the 

5 wall of a building. a o p 
A further object of our invention is to 

construct a switch box which is provided 
with adjustable ears and fastening devices 
by which any number of boxes may be con 

20 nected together and that by the adjustable 
ears the same can be properly placed in po 
sition in new work as Wei as go accommo 
date the adjustment for repair work. 
The essential feature of our invention is to 

25 construct a switch box in sections so as to 
adjust the same to accommodate the inser 
tion of various sized switches as well as to 
extend the same to accommodate a series of 
switches, and to provide means whereby the 

30 boxes can be used for new work as well as to be properly adjusted and placed in proper 
position when used for repair work. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our in 
vention with one end of the box removed. 

35. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the same show 
ing the fastening device and the adjustable 
supporting ears in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a 
detail perspective view of one end of the 
casing. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view, 

40 of one of the adjustable ears by which the 
box is supported in position in the Wall of the building. Fig. 5 is an edge view of a 
modified form of box to be used in connec 
tion with conduits or the like. 

45 ... In carrying out our invention we provide 
a box consisting of a casing 6 constructed of 
a single piece of material comprising a top 7, 
a bottom8 and a rear portion.9, the rear por: 
tion 9 of the casing arranged with an offset. 

50 so that one edge may oyerlap the other, a portion of one section being depressed as 
indicated by the numeral 10 and is provided. 
with internally screw-threaded boiles 1; the 
edge 12 of the overlapping section is pro 

s5 vided with elongated slots 18 through which 

screws of the like 14 are inserted; fitting 
into the internally screw-threaded bores ii. 
and by means of the screws aid the elon 
gated slots the box can be readily adjusted 
vertically to accommodate variots heights 
of switches to be inserted. 
The box is constructed in sections and so 

arranged that one section may be readily 
connected to the other and firmly heid there 
to, and when doing so the side portions 5. 

v are removed so that the connecting edge of 
the adjacent section may be inserted in posi 
tion in its piace. n . " 

of switches inseried side by side as is found 
desirable aid necessary. 

in order to properly fasten or lock, one 
section to the other, he casings sire cor 
structed with elongated siots 18 formed on 
one edge and projecting hooks 17 formed on 
the other and so arraged that, one will co 
operate with the other and by slightly de 
pressing one section, the hooks 17 wifi sea. 
themselves in the elongated-siots ié and hold 
both sections in locked position; the upper 
edges of the casings are likewise consiructed 
having hooks 18 so shaped and bent, as to 
seat themselves in elongated slots 9 formes 
in the upper edge of the communicating sec 
tion; after a number of sections have been 
placed together the ends 15 are placed to 
gether to complete the casing, these ends be 
ing provided with hooks 20 arranged to be 

'... inserted in elongated slots 21, and in addi 
tion to the hooks, a slotted ear 22 is provided 
which overlaps the upper edge of the cas. 
ing and which is held in position by a screw 
23, and in order to provide rigidity to the 
casing and to prevent the same from spread 
ing. We provide on one edge of the sides a 
projecting fange or hook 24 which contacts 
the same in a rigid position. 
The corners of the switch boxes are suit. 

ably stamped cutting into the material form 
sing circular indentations 25 still keeping the 

material intact, but so arranged that the said 
material may be removed by punghing out, 
the circles and said circles being of such 
size as to permit the insertion of insulated 
tubing through which the wires are lied into 
the switch casing. . 

. On the upper and lower surface of the 

By placing a number of the sections to 
gether and in lockedalinerient the same can : 
be built up to any length and any number . . . 

with the outer edge of the casing holding. 
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switch box we provide adjustable ears 25' 

0 

30 

() 

5 5 

consisting of an approximate right angular 
strip of material having a horizontal por 
tion 26 and a vertical portion 27, the hori 
Zontal portion being provided with one or a 
number of elongated slots 28 through which 
screws 29 are inserted for holding the same 
in locked adjustable position on the casing; 
the vertical portion is provided with elon 
gated ears 30 which are suitably perforated 
and by which the same are firmly secured 
to the studding of the wall for retaining the 
casing in proper position; these ears as 
shown in Fig. 4 are especially designed to be 
used in new work, but the same are so ar 
ranged and tapered that when the device is 
to be used in connection with repair work 
the ears can be readily broken off at the 
point, indicated by the numeral 31 assuming 
a position as shown by dotted lines at the 
left in Fig. 2; the body portion to which the 
ear's are connected is also perforated as indi 
cated by the nunneral 32 so that said ears 
can be firmly attached to the studding by 
screws when the ears 30 are disconnected. 
The vertical portion 27 has a portion of 

itself cut away as indicated by the numeral 
33 which provides for the projecting lug 34 
formed on the edges of the top 7 and bottom 
8, and which are provided with internally 
screw-threaded bores 35 to which is attached 
the switch which is inserted in the box. 

In Fig. 5 we show a modified form of box 
which in general construction is identical 
with that previously described with the ex 
ception that the ears are elongated and 
openings are formed in the top and bottom 
so that conduits 36 can be inserted and the 
box, or the sections forming the same held 
in position by the lock nuts 37 and bushings 
located on the inner' side of the conduit if 
so desired; through these conduits are passed 
the electric wires and boxes of this construc 
tion are embedded in the wall where the ap 
plication of such devices is found desirable 
and applicable. " . . . 

The essential feature of our invention is 
the construction of a switch box that by re 
noving the end sections the box can be read 
ily connected together and extended to for in 
any length desired and also arranged ad 
justable to extend the height thereof a rea 
sonable distance. . 
Another feature is that by means of the 

adjustable ears the boxes can be used for 
new work as well as 'epair work and can be 
readily adjusted so that the front edge is in 
proper position with the plaster line of the 
wali so that the face piate of the switch 
when attached to the device will be in proper 
positiori on the wall. 
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Having fully described our invention what 
we claim is: . 

l. A switch box comprising a body por 
tion consisting of two sections the contacting 
edges arranged to overlap, the edges of the 
sides of said sections provided with hooks 
and slots whereby one body portion may be 
attached to the other; adjustable detachable 
fastening devices whereby the box is secured 
in position against the wall, and elongated 
projecting ears radiating from the fasten 
ing member, substantially as specified. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a switch box composed of two sections, 
the contacting edge of each arranged to . . . 
overlap, integral perforated lugs formed on 
the face of each section, a hook formed on 

(55 

70 

the side edge of one section and a slot on the 
side edge of the companion section, an ad 
justable detachable fastening member pro 
vided with elongated slots and a pair of ra 
diating integral elongated ears which ears: 
are adapted to be broken off, as desired de 
pending on the position in which the box is 
to be located, substantially as specified. 

3. An article of the class described com- . . 
prising a switchbox consisting of a body 
portion composed of two sectiong the con 
tacting edges arranged to overlap, hooks, 
and slots arranged in the sections whereby 

90 

said sections may be ganged together, de 
tachable sides provided with hooks and ears. 
by which the sides are held in place against 
the box in combination with detachable ad 95 
justable fastening members having angular 
extending ears for holding the box in posi-. 
tion in the wall, the side ears being arranged 
to be broken of when not desired yet keep 
ing the fastening member intact, substan tially as specified. 

10 

4. A switch box comprising a body por. 
tion consisting of two members the contact 
edges arranged to overlap, a pair of adjust 
able detachable fastening members located 105 
on the upper and lower sides of the body portion, said fastening members having a . 
pair of elongated fastening slots by which 
the same is adjusted in position and right 
angular section forming apart of the fasten 
ing member; and a pair of elongated pro 
jecting ears formed on the angular exten 
sion, substantially as specified... V... . 

In testimony whereof, we have signed our 
cification, in presence of 115 

two subscribing witnesses. ". . . . . . . . 

names to this specifi s - 
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CYRIL C. MAISON. . . . 
Witnesses: 

ALFRED A EICKs, "... 
WALTER C. STEIN. 
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