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The present invention relates to ladder 
stip291 is and, more particularly, to a sup 
porting device of unitary structure adapted 
to blace a ladder against shifting movement 
at its base and also against tilting. 
The invention further seeks to provide a 

device which may be manufactured and sold 
at an inconsiderable cost, which may be 
readily set up for use, and which may be 
COnveniently collapsed after use to a rela 
tively compact unit, whereby transporta 
tion of the same or storing is facilitated. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
wherein there is shown a preferred embodi 
linent. 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view showing the 
device in use. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view 
through the base member on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the 
device when collapsed. - . . . 

Fig. 4 is a sectional detail view on the line 
4 4 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a detail view showing a somewhat 
modified brace element construction in 
which the latter securing means is adjustable 
toward and from the base member, and 

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view on the line 
6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Referring to the drawings for a more de 
tailed description, 10 indicates a bar or strip 
of rigid material such as Wood or metal 
adapted to serve as a base member an to ex 
tend across the plane of a ladder L. resting 
at its upper end against a wall W. and which 
is of conventional construction having the 
usual uprights or side members 11 and the 
rungs or steps 12. The base member should, 
preferably, be of a character adapted to 
prevent sliding movement of the ladder by 
engaging or abutting the lower ends of the 
ladder uprights 11. For this purpose the 
base member is adapted to rest upon the 
ground G which in the present instance is 
simply illustrative of any suitable ladder 
support. If desired the base member may 
be provided with some means for anchoring 
it in position, such as the pins 13 extend 
ing through Suitable openings 14 into the 
ground. a - 

To prevent shifting or sliding of the lad 
der, the base member may have secured 
thereto a pair of socket elements 15 which 
may be secured in position upon the base 
member spaced apart a distance correspond 

ing to the distance between the ladder tip 
rights 11, it being understood that the 
SOcket member's receive the lower ends of the 
uprights as illustrated. Socket members are 
secured to the base member by screws 17 so 
that the socket members may be conven 
iently adjusted relative to one another to 
receive a ladder of any width. Of course, 
it will be understood that this ladder en 
gaging lineans may be varied considerably 
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in construction without departing from the 
invention. . 
The base member has adjustably secured 

thereto at points on opposite sides of the 
Socket members, and remote from the ladder 
a pair of rigid braces 18, the latter being in 
the present instance hinged to the ends of the 
base member 10 by hinges 19. By adjust 
ably Securing the braces to the base member 
the same may be conveniently moved from 
the collapsed inoperative position shown in 
Fig. 3 where they are flatly superimposed 
upon the base member to the operative posi 
tion illustrated in Fig. 1. 
Served that at one end the base member is 
provided with a thickened or raised portion 
10' so that the hinge connection for the ad 
jacent brace member is in a plane slightly 
above the plane in which the other brace 
member is arranged when in collapsed or in 
operative position, thus enabling the braces 
to be arranged one above the other as in 

In order to enable the braces to be secured 
to the ladder at opposite sides thereof, each 
may carry ladder Securing means such as a 
pair of substantially L-shaped clamp plates 
21 (Fig. 5) which are fastened to the braces 
by means of bearing screws 22, each plate 
having a jaw portion 23 whereby to provide 
a pair of jaws to receive the ladder upright 
therebetween. 
Each pair of clamp plates has associated 

therewith a suitable means such as the 
clamping screw 25 passing through one plate 
to co-operate with the portion of the oppo 
site plate in gripping the ladder upright. 
When the braces 18 are arranged in the 

position shown in the Fig. 1 and are clamped 
to the ladder, the latter will be rigidly held 
against tilting movement either laterally or 
away from a wall W against which the lad 
der may rest at its upper end. 

It will be observed that the ladder secur 
ing or clamping jaws 23 serve, when the 
braces are moved to inoperative position, to 
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fasten them in this position (Fig. 3) by 
straddling and gripping the sides of the 
base member. 

Referring to Fig. 5 there is here shown a 
modified form of brace which is in a plural 
ity of sections 26-27 adjustably united by 
a suitable encircling collar 28 having a 
clamping set screw 29. This construction 
enables the brace members to be adjusted in 
length to move the laddei gripping element 
21 to different heights, or, in other words, 
toward and away from the base member. 
This permits the ladder to be held at any 
desired height since, it may be desirable to & 
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secure the braces to a relatively high ladder 
at a different height from the ground or 
support than a relatively short ladder. 

Obviously, the invention is not limited to 
the details of construction hereinbefore set 
forth and such modifications may be made 
therein, without departing from the inven 
tion, as come within the scope of the follow 
ing claims. - - - 

What I claim is:- 
1. A ladder support comprising a hori 

Zontal base member adapted to rest upon the 
ground or other support and extend across 
a ladder, said member being adapted to en 
gage and hold against sliding movement 
relative thereto the lower end of a ladder, 
rigid brace elements pivotally secured to 
said base member adjacent its ends and movable from an operative position, in 
which they extend upwardly from said base 
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member at an inclination thereto, to an in 
operative position in parallelism with said 
base member, said brace members having 
means, serving to secure the same when in 
operative position to the opposite sides of a 
ladder a substantial distance above said 
base member, and serving also to fasten the 
same in said inoperative position to said 
base member. 

2. As a new article of manufacture a uni 
tary ladder support comprising a horizon 
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tal base member adapted to rest upon the 
ground or other support and to extend 
across a ladder, said member having means 
to engage and hold against sliding move 
ment Irelative thereto the lower end of a 
ladder, substantially rigid braces adjustably 
Secured to Said base member remote from 
said ladder' receiving means, Said braces be 
ing movable from an inoperative position 
substantially paralleling said member to an 
operative position inclined upwardly there 
from, said braces having means whereby 
they may be secured to the base member 
when moved to an inoperative position ad 
jacent the same and when moved to an op 
erative position to opposite sides of a ladder 
a substantial distance above the horizontal 
plane of said base member without discon 
nection from said base member, and said 
brace inenbei's being adapted to be moved to 
an inoperative position flatly superimposed 
On one another and on the base member. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a 
unitary ladder Support comprising a hori 
ZOntal base member adapted to rest upon 
the ground or other support and to extend 
across a ladder, said member being adapted 
to engage and hold against sliding move 
men relative thereto the lower end of a lad 
der, rigid braces adjustably secured to said 
base member remote from said ladder re 
ceiving means and having means whereby 
they may be secured to opposite sides of a 
ladder a substantial distance above the hori 
Zontal plane of said base member, said brace 
members being adapted to be moved to an 
inoperative position flatly imposed upon the 
base member and paralleling the latter, and 
said ladder securing means on the brace 
members serving also to fasten the brace 
members in said inoperative position. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. - - 

JOHN W. MORRIS. 
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