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To cell chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. F. ASHE, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented a new and useful improvement in 
Combination Staircase, Balustrade, and Ped 
estal for Photographic Purposes, of which the 
following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved ap 
paratus arranged as a staircase. Fig. 2 is a 
side view of the same arranged as a balus 
trade. Fig. 3 is a side view of the pedestal. 
Fig. 4 is a side view of the wedge-block. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts. 
The object of this invention is to furnish an 

improved apparatus for use in photographic 
galleries as an accessory in forming back 
grounds for pictures, which shall be so con 
Structed that it may be arranged as a stair 
case, a balustrade, or a pedestal, as may be required. 
The invention consists in a combination stair 

case, balustrade, and pedestal for photographic 
purposes, made in Separate parts, and con 
structed as hereinafter fully described, to adapt 
them to be variously arranged, as set forth. 
A 'epresents the pedestal, which may be 

made of any desired style, and more or less 
ornamented, as may be desired. B is the bal 
ustrade, one end of which is inclined, and has 
its lower corner beveled, as shown at the right 
hand side of Fig. 2, to adapt it to form a neat 
joint with the pedestal A, when arranged in 
an inclined position, to serve as the balustrade 
of a staircase. The other end of the balus 
trade 3 is at light angles with its base, as 
shown at the right-hand side of Fig. 1, to 
adapt it to form a neat joint with the pedestal 
A, when arral)ged in a horizontal position, to 
serve as a balustrade. 

The projecting part of the base of the ped 
estal A is notched upon one side to receive 
either end of the balustrade B, and form a 
neat joint with it. If desired, the lower part 
of the side of the pedestal A. may be slotted 
or recessed, and the inclined end of the bal 
ustrade B hinged at its upper corner to the 
upper part of the said pedestal, so that the 
lower corner of the said end of the balustrade 
may enter the said slot or recess when the 
balustrade B is lowered into a horizontal po 
sition, thus allowing the balustrade to be 
changed from an inclined to a horizontal po 
sition without being reversed; but this ar 
rangement is objectionable from the fact that 
the pedestal A. cannot be used alone without 
detaching the hinge. 
The balustrade B is supported in place when 

arranged in an inclined position by a Wedge 
block, C, made in the form of a right-angled 
triangle, as shown in Fig. 4. 
D is the staircase, the lower end of which 

rests upon the floor, and its tipper end is sup 
ported upon legs d" of such a length, that its 
inclination may correspond with that of the 
inclined side of the wedge-block C. 
The parts A B C D are all separate, so that 

they can be easily and quickly arranged in 
any desired position. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
elt 
The combination of the pedestal A, the bal 

ustrade B, and theinclined block C, constructed 
and adapted for use, substantially as set forth. 

WILLAM F. ASHE. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES T. GRAHAM, 
C. SEDGWICIX. 


