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To all whom it may concerw:

Beit known that I, Max DigstL, a subject of
the German Emperor, and a resident of Han-
over, Germany, have invented new and use-

- ful Tmprovements in Toys, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relatesto a toy for children,
which consists of a frame with several small
wooden rods between which cut-out pictures
of landscapes, figures, and the like are to be
fixed. :

In the accompanying drawings the frame is
shown, in—

Figure 1, in a perspective view, the front
wall removed.  Fig. 2is a ground plan of the
frame with the rods inserted.. Fig. 8 shows
a flat picture arranged in said frame. Fig. 4
shows in ground plan a flat picture not yet
completed. Fig. 5 shows in a perspective
view an upright picture incomplete. Figs. 6,

- 7, and 8 show the single cardboard pieces used
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to compose the pictures. Fig. 9isa perspec-
tive view of two rods with the clamp inserted.
Fig. 10 is a cross-section of Fig. 5; and Fig.
11 shows, on a larger scale, the metal clamp
to be used in connection with this toy.

The frame @, which is made of wood or any
other suitable material, has a removable front
wall and is fitted with horizontal grooves & b
on the inner surface of the two short side
parts. These grooves b b serve for the recep-
tion of the ends of wooden rods ¢ ¢, which are
of rectangular cross-section. The toy fur-
ther comprises a number of pieces of card-
board which represent parts of a landscape—
such as, for example, the sky, mountains,
houses, villages, and the like. There can of

course be also provided single trees, figures,
~and the like.

There is also supplied with the
toy a blade-spring ¢ and a suitable number of
rectangular clamps g, of sheet metal.

The toy is used as follows: First, a suitable
number of rods ¢ are inserted into the grooves
b of frame ¢. Then the piece of cardboard
7, showing the sky, is laid flat on the rods ¢

and secured in its position by means of one or
more clamps g, one end of which is to be in-
serted between two rods ¢, so that their hori-
zontal part lies on the picture. Now more
rods ¢ are inserted, and other pieces of card-
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board are placed on the rods and secured in

their position in the same manner as herein-
before described. When the picture is com-
plete, the blade-spring ¢ is placed against the
front rod ¢ and the front wall of the frame
is put in place. The blade-spring is thus
pressed against the wooden rods ¢, which are
pressed tightly one against the other, where-

" by the cardboard pieces are securely held in

position. To form an upright picture, the
clamps are not required. The cardboard
pieces 1 23, and so on, are placed with their
lower edge between two rods ¢ and secured in
their position by means of the blade-spring ¢,
which presses the rods ¢ together.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

An improved toy comprising in combina-
tion a frame, a removable front wall of said
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frame, a horizontal groove on the inner sur- -

face of each of the short side walls of the
frame, rods with their ends movably sapport-
ed in said grooves, pieces of cardboard show-
ing the sky, mountains, houses, figures and
the like, a blade-spring to be inserted between
the first wooden rod and the inner surface of
the front wall, and rectangular clamps be-
tween said. rods for keeping the. cardboard
pieces in their position when a flat picture is
to be produced, substantially as described and
shown and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

MAX DIEHL,

Witnesses:
Leoxore Rascs,
H. Harn Harrn.
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