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To all, whom, it inval/ concer'7. 
Be it known that I, REUBEN H. EWING, of 

Mondamin, in the county of Harrison and 
State of Iowa, have invented a new and Im 
proved Trace-Holder, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to whiffletrees; and 

its object is to provide a new and improved 
trace or tug holder which is simple and du 
rable in construction and arranged for se 
curely holding the trace or tug in place on 
the end of a singletree or whiffletree. 
The invention consists of certain parts and 

details and combinations of the same, as will 
be fully described hereinafter, and then 
pointed out in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

IFigure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
provement, showing the stirrup in a closed 
position. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the same 
with the stirrup open, and Fig. 3 is an end 
elevation of the improvement. 
The singletree A is provided at each end 

with the usual ferrule-cap B, from the end of 
which extends a pin C, adapted to be engaged 
by the rear end of the trace or tug, the latter 
also passing through a stirrup D, fulcrumed 
in a bearing E, attached to the front side of 
the whiffletree. A next to the cap B, as is 
plainly shown in the drawings. 
The bottom plate D' of the stirrup D is 

formed with a recess D, adapted to engage 
the pin C at the time the stirrup D is closed, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and said recess D* 
is adapted to be closed at its open end by a 
bolt F, fitted to slide vertically in suitable 
bearings in the stirrup-plate D'. 
The upper end of the bolt F is provided 

with a suitable knob F", and the bolt is also 
pressed on by a spring G, resting with one 
end against one of the bolt-bearings and at 
its other end on a collar formed or secured 
on the bolt. Now it will be seen that when 
the stirrup D is swung rearwardly and the 
bolt Fis pulled up then the recess D engages 
the pin C, and when the latter is entering the 
recess the bolt Fis released, so that its spring 

G closes the open end of the recess, So as to 
lock the plate D', and consequently the stir 
rup D, in position. The plate D' extends a 
suitable distance from the outer end of the 
cap B to permit of conveniently placing the 
end of the trace on the pin C before closing 
the stirrup, it being understood that the trace 
or tug also passes through the opening in the 
stirrup. 
By the arrangement described the rear end 

of the tug or trace is securely held and locked 
in place on the pin C, so that an accidental 
displacement of the trace cannot take place. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Tetters 
Patent 

1. A trace-holder, comprising a pin pro 
jecting from the end of the singletree or the 
like, and a stirrup movably connected to the 
singletree, said stirrup having a free space 
between its members to receive the end of the 
trace, and being further provided with a slot 
or recess adapted to receive the said pin, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A trace-holder, comprising a pin pro 
jecting from the end of the singletree or the 
like, a stirrup movably connected to the sin 
gletree and having a free space between its 
members to receive the end of the trace so 
that the side edges of the trace will be adja 
cent to the members of the stirrup, the stir 
rup being further provided with a slot or re 
cess to receive the pin on the singletree, and 
a locking device for closing the end of the 
slot or recess, substantially as described. 

3. A trace-holder, comprising a pin pro 
jecting from the end of the singletree or the 
like, a stirrup movably connected to the sin 
gletree and adapted to receive the end of the 
trace, and a locking device movably secured 
to the stirrup and adapted to engage the said 
projecting pin, substantially as described. 

4. A trace-holder, comprising a pin pro 
jecting from the end of the singletree or the 
like, and a stirrup movably connected to the 
singletree and adapted to receive the end of 
the trace, said stirrup having at its free end 
a plate adapted to cover the end of the trace, 
the plate being constructed to receive the said 
projecting pin, substantially as described. 
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5. A trace-holder, comprising a pin pro- stirrup and arranged to close the end of the 
jecting from the end of the singletree or the slot, or recess, Substantially as described. 
like, a stirrup movably connected to the sin y 
gletree and adapted to receive the end of the REUBEN II. EWING. 

5 trace, said stirrup being provided with a slot Witnesses: 
or recess adapted to receive the pin on the M. B. MORFORD, 
singletree, and a movable bolt held on the MILTON R. SIMMONS. 

  


