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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EL17AR CUNDEY, & citi-
zen of the United States of America, res1d1ng
at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Bats, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawmgs. :

This invention pertams to certain new and
useful improvements in base-ball bats; and ib
consists in the detail construction, combina-
tion,and arrangementoftheparts,substantially
as heremafter fully set forth, and particalarly
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying dramngs, PFigure 1 is
a longitudinal sectional view of my improved
bat, and Fig. 2 is a detail view thereof.

The object of this invention is to provide a
bat so constructed that the weakest point
thereof shall be between that portion grasped
by the player and the outer thickened end de-
signed to strike the ball in play, to prevent
the jarring or stinging sensation consequenb
upon striking thé ball ;and to provideaspring-
like action for the bat while at the same time
greatly sbrengthemn«r the same as against all
liability of breaking consequent upon remov-
ing the center of the handle-body.

In carrying out my invention to accomplish

the above objects, I employ bat A, which has’

a narrow handle, «, tapering from ils outer
end inwardly to about the center of the bat,

at which point the same iswidened, as shown,
and this latter width is mamtamed to the ex-
treme end of the bat. It will be seen that the

thinnest point of the bat is intermediate of the

portion grasped by the hands of the player
and the widened half, whereby great force is
given to the ball in stukmg the same. With-
in the center of this bat is formed a long cir-
cular aperture, which terminates at its lower
end in a taper, b, formed a short distance in
the widened portion of the bat.

B i8 a core or rod, having its upper end
widened, as at b, and its lower end tapered,

as shown, from a slightly-widenedportion, ",

to the extreme end. This core or rod is de-
signed to be inserted in the central aperture
of the bat and its lower pointed end to fit
snugly within the tapered end of said aper-
ture, where it is additionally leld by cement
or glue applied to said end pmor to.its inser-
tion in said aperture.

By reference to Fig. 1 it will be seen that
when the core or rod is inserted, as above in-
dicated, the widened portions b 3" and the
tapered end will alone be in contact with the
sides of the eircular aperture, whereby a con-
tinuous space or chamber, C, is provided be-
tween the core or rod and said sides of the
aperture. This chamber will give to the han-
dle a spring that will, in striking the ball, be
& means of driving the samea greater dlstance
than could otherwise be accomplished, and at
the same time prevent stinging of the hands.

Another important advantage of my inven-
tion is that a bat thus construeted does not
require the material of which made to be en-
tirely perfect, provided the widened lower
half of the bat be of perfect material, as the
handle end, even though the materlal be im-
perfect, is stren«rbhened by insertion of the
core or rod, as above detailed. In bats as
heretofore consbructed it is well known that
the same must be made of perfect material
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throughout their entire length, and such per-

feet material it is not always easy to obtain.

I have shown the handle of the bat wrapped
with twine; but this is not necessary,unless it
ig desired to have a more secure means of re-
taining hold of the bat.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Asan improved article of manufacture,
the bat comprising the tapered handle having
an aperture formed therein terminating in a

taper in thelower thickened portion of thebat,

and the.core or rod inserted in said aperture,
havingthickened or widened ends,thelowerone

thereof fitbing within the taper in the widened .
end of the bat at a point below the end of the
tapered handle, substantially -as shown, and.

for the purpose stated. :
© 2. A base - ball bat having an aperture
wherein is inserted a core or rod having lim-
ited contact with the sides of said aperture, as
shown and described, whereby a space or
chamber is provided between said eore or rod
and the inner <uriace of the bat-handle, as
stated.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.
ELIJAH CUNDEY.
Witnesses:
JosErH BOUCHER,
Tyos. B. ROBINSON.
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