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This invention relates to improvements in ad 
justable trays or counters of the type particu 
larly adapted for receiving and displaying arti 
cles of merchandise. 
An object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved display tray or counter having partitions 
arranged and supported in a manner to divide 
the tray into a plurality of compartments Suit 
able for receiving various articles of merchan 
dise. 

O Another object of the invention is to provide 
an improved display tray or counter having ad 
justable partitions in which means are provided 
for supporting the partitions so that the parti 

5 tions can readily be adjusted thereby enabling 
the same tray to be adapted for displaying arti 
cles of merchandise of various sizes and shapeS. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved tray or counter that includes a base 
20 member or counter-sham having Side Walls 

formed with diametrically opposed grooves, 
which grooves are substantially diamond shape 
in cross section and have opposed angular por 
tions adapted to receive the side edges of the 

25 stems depending from partition holding clips so 
as to frictionally grip the stems and thereby 
firmly retain the partitions in position on the 
base member. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

30 an improved tray or counter of the above type 
in which the parts are so constructed and ar 
ranged as to fit Snugly together and thereby pre 
vent articles of merchandise from lodging in the 
joints therebetween. 

35 With the foregoing and other objects and ad 
vantages in view, the invention consists in the 
preferred construction and arrangement of the 
several parts which will be hereinafter fully de 
Scribed and claimed. 

40. In the accompanying drawings 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary top plan of an ad 

justable tray or counter embodying the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section taken on 
45 the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective of a portion of the 
structure shown in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged horizontal section taken 
on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

50 Referring to the drawings, the improved de 
vice comprises a base member 0, preferably in 
the form of a rectangular body composed of side 
walls 2 and a top 3. The side walls may be 
spaced apart by transverse walls 4, disposed at 

55 suitable intervals throughout the length of the 
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base member f, one wall 4, being shown in 
Fig. 3. 
The base member 0 is adapted to be placed 

upon a counter, table or other fixture or sup 
port (not shown), and be separated from other 5 
base members, when desired, by partition walls 
f5, Fig. 1. Any number of base members 0 
may be used, and these members may be of any 
dimensions. 
The Outer faces of the side Walls f2 are formed O 

With a plurality of vertical grooves , the 
grooves of the two side walls of the base mem 
ber 0 being arranged in transverse alinement. 
The grooves are separated by ribs 6, and 
both the grooves and the ribs are coextensive 15 
in height, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
As shown in Fig. 4, each groove has four 

angularly disposed walls, indicated at 7, 8, 9 
and 20. The Walls of the groove are so arranged 
With respect to each other as to provide a struc- 20 
ture which is somewhat diamond shaped in cross 
Section, such structure having three apexes 2, 
22 and 23 at the junction of the walls 7, 8, 9 
and 20, respectively. The construction is such 
that the apex 2 at the junction of the Walls 25 
7, 8 is opposite the apex 23 at the junction 

of the Walls 9, 20, and the distance between 
the apexes 2, 23 is greater than the width of 
the mouth of the groove, indicated at 24. Also 
the apex 22 at the junction of the Walls 8, 9 30 
is located intermediate the apexes 2, 23, the 
apex 22 being disposed inwardly from the outer 
face of the side wall 2 a distance considerably 
greater than the distance the apexes 2 ?, 23 are 
disposed from the mouth 24 of groove ff. The 35 
apexes 2, 23 provide vertical surfaces adapted 
to receive the stems or tongues 26 of clips 27. 
The clips 27 each have side walls or jaws 28 

adapted to receive the end portion of a parti 
tion member 29. As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the 40 
jaws 28 of the clips rest on the top 3, and the 
stems or tongues 26 extend downwardly into the 
grooves . 
As shown in Fig. 4, the stem or tongue 26 is 

bent transversely outwardly or away from the is 
apex 22 throughout substantially the Whole 
length of the stem, and the side edges of said 
stem are adapted to engage the apexes 2, 23 
of the groove if so as to frictionally retain the 
clip in fixed position on the base member O. 50 
The clips 27 are preferably constructed from 

Spring-like material. The jaws 28 are so formed 
as to grip the side Walls of the partitions 29 with 
Sufficient force so that when it is desired to shift 
the position of a partition 29, the stems or 55 



O 

5 

30 

2 
tongues 26 will readily move outwardly of the 
grooves without causing the partition to sep 
arate or detach from the clips. 
Preferably the partitions 5 and 29 are formed 

of sheets of glass of Suitable thickneSS, and the 
height of the partitions 5 equal approximately 
the combined height of the base 0 and the par 
titions 29 which are superposed thereon. Since 
the grooves. are closely spaced apart, the par 
titions 29 can be arranged in any spaced relation 
desired on the base 0. 
Although a specific embodiment of the inven 

tion has been illustrated and described, it is to be 
understood that Various changes may be made 
in the details of construction without departing 
from the Spirit of the invention as set forth in 
the appended claims, and Such changes are con 
templated. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
Clain is: 

1. In a counter, a base member having vertical 
grooves formed in the side walls thereof and ex 
tending in Wardly from the outer surfaces of the 
Side walls and Separated by ribs, each groove 
comprising four angularly disposed flat vertical 
faces arranged in diametrically disposed pairs 
substantially in the form of a diamond so as to 
provide diametrically disposed slots for receiv. 
ing the side edges of the tongue of a clip to 
frictionally retain the clip On the base member 
under tension. 
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2. In a counter, a base member having vertical 

grooves formed in the side walls thereof, Sepa 
rated by ribs, each groove comprising four angul 
larly disposed flat vertical faces arranged Sub 
stantially in the form of a diamond having only 
three apex portions, so as to provide a constricted 
open mouth portion on one side of the groove at 
the outer surface of the side Wall, the edges at 
the junction of each pair of Surfaces of the 
groove being spaced apart a greater distance 
than the width of the mouth, so as to provide 
diametrically disposed V-shaped slots for receiv 
ing the side edges of the tongue of a clip to hold 
said clip from turning on the base member. 

3. In a counter, a base member having Vertical 
grooves formed in the side edges thereof, sepa 
rated by ribs, each groove comprising four angul 
larly disposed flat vertical faces arranged Sub 
stantially in the form of a diamond so as to pro 
vide a constricted open mouth at the outer edge 
of the side wall of the base, the edges of the 
faces of said groove extending inwardly from the 
mouth abutting the edges of the flat faces ex 
tending outwardly from the inner portion of 
the groove so as to provide diametrically disposed 
V-shaped slots, said slots being Spaced apart a 
greater distance than the width of the mouth SO 
as to receive the side edges of the tongue of a 
clip and thereby frictionally retain the clip On 
the base member. 

GEORGE A. ROYER. 

15 

20 

25 

30 


