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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. WICKER-
SHAM, of Pottstown, in the county of Mont-
gomery and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and Improved Knife-Ring; of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. ‘

The object of my invention is to furnish an
implement for the use of clerks and others
who have-frequent need of a knife for cutting
strings on packages; and it consistsin a knife.
ring having guards that retain it in place on

the finger, and constructed to close up com- !

pactly when not in use.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming partof this specification, in
which similur letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side view of the improvedim-
plement; and Fig. 2 is an edge view of the
same as closed.

A is the ring having a groove, a,in itssur-
face, in which is pivoted a blade or cutter, J,
that is preferably of the curved form shown.
The groove a is cut through to the inside of
the ring for a portion of its length, whereby
the portion beneath the heel of the blade
forms a spring-tongue, 4, that retains the blade
either open or closed. = The surface of the ring
has alsoformedinittwo grooves,ce,at opposite
sides, and in these grooves are pivoted the

guards @ 4, both pivots or hinge-pins being at
one side of the ring. The guards d are of semi-

circular form, so as to close snugly in the
grooves ¢ when turned down in the direction
iliastrated by the dotted lines, and they are
pivoted at what will be the side of the ring in
use while the blade is at the bottom or the
top. The guards are retained when open or
closed by back-springs similar to that behind
the blade. When the ring A is put on the
user’s finger, preferably the little finger of
either hand, the guards d will embrace the
next finger, and the ring thereby prevented
from turningand theblade cutting the fingers.

‘The device may conveniently be worn at all
times with the blade closed or opened for use.
‘When removed from the finger, the gnards can
also be closed, so that the implement may be
readily earried in the pocket.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— : .

1. The knife-ring provided with a pivoted
cutter, and with gunards d,hinged to fold down
upon the ring, substantially as described.

2. The combination, with ring A, having
grooves a ¢, of pivoted blade b, and the piv-
oted guards d, substantially as described.

3. In a knife-ring, the combination of ring
A, slotted to form a tongue, 4, and the blade
b, pivoted above the tongue, as specified.

CHARLES H. WICKERSHAMM.

‘Witnesses:

J. A. HATFIELD,
J. B. WICKERSHAM,
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