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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Mary V. PurNanm, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State
of Louisiana, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Spoons, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My present invention pertains to spoons
and 1s designed more particularly as a prac-
tical improvement upon the spoon consti-
tuting the subject matter of my Letters-
Patent No. 896,043 of August 11, 1908.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a spoon embodying a bowl compris-
ing a comparatively rigid reinforcement of
metal or other suitable material, and a cov-
ering of vulcanized rubber or equivalent ma-
terial that is soft, resilient and non-absorb-
ent, this in order to lend stiffness, strength
and durability to the bowl while retaining
practically all of the advantages possessed
by a bowl that is formed entirely of wvul-
canized rubber.

With the foregoing in mind the preferred
specific embodiment of the invention will
be fully understood from the following de-
scription and claims when the same are read
In connection with the drawings, accom-
panying and forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which:

Figure 1 is a top plan, partly in section,
of a spoon constructed in accordance with
my invention. Ifig. 2 is a side elevation of
the same. TFigs. 3 and 4 are transverse sec-
tions taken in the planes indicated by the
lines 3—38 and 4—4, respectively, of Fig. 1.

Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the drawings, re-
ferring to which:

A is the handle of the spoon, which may
be made of silver or any other material suit-
able to its purpose. At its forward end the
said handle is provided with a reduced and
threaded portion a.

B is the spoon bowl. This comprises a re-
inforcement and a covering of soft resilient
and non-absorbent material, preferably vul-
canized rubber. The reinforcement is of
metal or other comparatively rigid material
suitable to its purpose, and is preferably,
though not necessarily, of skeleton form as
shown—i. e., comprises a longitudinal-cen-
tral portion b and side portions ¢ joined to
the portion 0 at the ends of the bowl and
so that openings & are afforded between the
portion b and the portions c.

The marginal edge of the reinforcement
is rounded, as indicated by e, to prevent said
edge cutting through the rubber, and the
rear end of the reinforcement is shaped to
form a shank # in which is a threaded socket
¢ to receive the reduced end ¢ of the handle
A. The covering of vulcanized—or soft
rubber 4 is applied to the reinforcement in
any suitable manner, and covers the said
reinforcement throughout except at the end
thereof which abuts against the large por-
tion of the handle A.

My novel spoon bowl is designed prima-
rily for the use of infants and young chil-
dren, and it will be readily understood that
the bowl is adapted to serve all of the pur-
poses of an ordinary spoon bowl and is also
adapted to yield and prevent injury to the
teeth or gums of the child in the event of the
child biting it. It will also be understood
that the rounded marginal edge ¢ covered
with soft rubber is calculated to assist chil-
dren in cutting teeth, and that notwith-
standing the stiffness, strength and durabil-
ity of the reinforced rubber bowl, there is
little liability of the same breaking fragile
table ware when it is'struck against the
same.

The skeleton form of the reinforcement is
materially advantageous for the reason that
it contributes to the lightness of the bowl
while lending stiffness and strength thereto,
and also because it enables the rubber por-
tions in or opposite the openings d to give
freely to pressure from the teeth or gums of
a child. ,

It is obvious that when deemed expedient
the handle A may be formed integral with
the bowl reinforcement or otherwise fixed
with respect thereto without involving de-
parture from the scope of my invention as
claimed.

Having descrived my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat-
ent, is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a
spoon bowl comprising a skeleton reinforce-
ment of comparatively rigid material, hav-
ing a longitudinal-central portion and side
portions and also having openings between
the longitudinal-central portion and the side
portions, and a covering of material that is
soft, resilient and non-absorbent, on said
reinforcement.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a
spoon having a bowl that comprises a skele-
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ton reinforcement of comparatively rigid
material which includes an outer portion
and an inner portion between which and the
outer portion openings are afforded, and a

5 covering of soft rubber on said reinforce-
ment. : :

3. As a new article of manufacture, a
spoon having a bowl that comprises a skele-
ton reinforcement of comparatively rigid

10 material which includes an outer portion
and an inner portion between which and the

outer portion openings are afforded, and a
covering of material that is soft, resilient
and non-absorbent, on said reinforcement.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 15
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

MARY V. PUTNAM.

Witnesses:
O. F. Purxan,
Epcer Gourp.



