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ENERGETIC-BASED ACTUATOR DEVICE 
WITH ROTARY PSTON 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Piston actuators are employed to perform mechanical 
tasks with precise timing and high reliability. A linear piston 
is Slidably mounted within a cylindrical barrel. An energetic 
pyrotechnic charge, or propellant, is initiated within a Sealed 
chamber to provide a pressure wave, which, in turn, imparts 
its force on the piston. The piston is propelled through the 
barrel, and the kinetic energy of the piston is employed by 
the System to perform mechanical work. 

In contemporary designs, the piston is configured to travel 
in a linear motion through the cylindrical barrel. The barrel 
has a Smooth internal wall of a diameter Slightly larger than 
the diameter of the piston body. Such clearance between the 
piston and barrel is necessary, in order to allow for 
resistance-free linear motion of the piston. A consequence of 
the clearance is referred to in the art as gas “blow-by', 
whereby a portion of the detonated charge gas escapes 
through the clearance region past the piston. Thus, the 
efficiency of the System is compromised. The blow-by gases 
tend to bounce off the internal front wall of the barrel and 
retreat back into the front face of the advancing piston, 
referred to as “piston retraction”. This can further compro 
mise the efficiency of the System. 
To mitigate the effects of the “blow-by' phenomenon, 

O-rings have been introduced, in order to improve the Seal 
on the piston, while Still permitting piston travel. However, 
O-rings tend to erode as a result of heat and preSSure, and 
tend to disintegrate under the high pressure of the explosive 
charge following detonation. Portions of the O-ring can 
therefore be released into the path of the piston, possibly 
hindering travel of the piston. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an energetic-based 
piston actuator System that overcomes the limitations of the 
contemporary embodiments. In particular, the present inven 
tion imparts a rotational motion in the piston in a manner 
that increases System efficiency and reliability. 

In one aspect, the present invention is directed to an 
energetic-based piston actuator. The actuator includes a 
barrel having a cylindrical interior Surface. A piston is 
provided in the barrel, the piston being slidable within the 
barrel and having an outer diameter less than an inner 
diameter of the interior surface of the barrel. A ring of 
malleable material is provided about the piston. The interior 
Surface of the barrel includes rifling. 

In a preferred embodiment, the rifling engages the ring 
when the piston is driven in a linear direction down the 
barrel, the rifling deforming the malleable material of the 
ring So as to induce a rotational motion in the ring, and a 
corresponding counter-rotation in the piston. 

The piston preferably includes a body and a neck, the 
piston body having an outer diameter less than the inner 
diameter of the interior Surface of the barrel, and the ring 
being mounted about the piston neck. 

The rifling preferably comprises grooves and lands 
formed on the interior surface of the barrel. The rifling may 
be in the form of uniform twist rifling or gain rifling. 

The piston may comprise fore and aft piston heads of an 
outer diameter less than the inner diameter of the barrel 
cylinder interior Surface. In this case, the ring is positioned 
in a groove between the fore and aft piston heads. 
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2 
The ring may be mounted rotatable relative to the piston, 

or alternatively may be fixed to the piston. 
An energetic, for example in the form of a propellant or 

pyrotechnic, when detonated, drives the piston and ring in a 
longitudinal direction down the barrel. The energetic pref 
erably comprises Bis-Nitro-Cobalt-3-Perchlorate. 

In a preferred embodiment, the piston and barrel have a 
Slip-fit relationship. 

In another aspect, the present invention is directed to an 
energetic-based actuator. The actuator includes a barrel 
having rifling on an interior cylindrical Surface. A piston in 
the barrel has a slip-fit relationship with the barrel, the piston 
having a longitudinal axis. A ring is mounted about the 
piston and is rotatable relative to the longitudinal axis of the 
piston Such that when a pressure charge is induced on the 
piston, the piston is driven down the barrel in an axial 
direction along the longitudinal axis of the piston, the axial 
direction of the piston causing the ring to deform in the 
rifling, causing the ring to mesh with the rifling, and to 
rotate, as the piston travels in the axial direction. 

In this manner, the rotating ring Serves as a Seal for 
preventing gas blow-by, and the rotating piston is more 
dynamically stable throughout its travel down the barrel, 
leading to improved System efficiency and accuracy. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages 
of the invention will be apparent from the more particular 
description of preferred embodiments of the invention, as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which like 
reference characters refer to the same parts throughout the 
different views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale, 
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the prin 
ciples of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a Sectional Side view of a piston actuator 
configuration in accordance with the present invention. 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are cutaway side views of the piston 
actuator cylinder, illustrating uniform-twist and gain-twist 
rifling, in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional end view of a piston actuator cylinder 
having rifling, in accordance with the present invention. 

FIGS. 4A-4C are sectional side views of the piston 
actuator, illustrating propagation of the piston down the 
cylinder body, in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the piston and band, 
illustrating rifling-induced rotational motion of the band, 
and resulting counter-rotation of the piston, in accordance 
with the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a chart of amplitude as a function of time for the 
parameters of longitudinal and angular acceleration, longi 
tudinal and angular Velocity, and band pressure for a piston 
actuator in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to FIG. 1, an embodiment of a piston 
actuator 18 configured in accordance with the present inven 
tion is illustrated. The piston actuator 18 includes a barrel 20 
having a cylindrical interior Surface 19 and a piston 22 
adapted to slide in a longitudinal direction relative to the 
primary axis of the barrel 20. The piston 22 includes an aft 
piston head 24a at a proximal end and an fore piston head 
24b Spaced apart from the aft piston head 24a So as to form 
a channel or groove 25 therebetween. A distal end of the 
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piston 22 comprises a shaft 38 adapted for mechanically 
engaging a device to be actuated by the piston actuator 18. 

The outer cross-sectional perimeters of the fore and aft 
piston heads 24b, 24a are circular in shape and of an outer 
diameter Slightly less than the inner diameter of the inner 
surface 19 of the barrel 20, for example in a slip-fit rela 
tionship. In this manner, the piston 22 Slides freely in a 
longitudinal direction along the concentric longitudinal axes 
21 of the barrel 20 and piston 22, without substantially 
frictionally interfering with the inner surface 19 of the barrel 
20. Aband 26 of malleable material in the shape of a ring is 
mounted in the channel 25 between the fore and aft piston 
heads 24b, 24a about the piston 22. In a preferred 
embodiment, the band 26 is circular in shape and concentric 
with the piston 22 and barrel 20 about axis 21, and rotates 
freely in the channel 25 about the piston 22. The band 26 
Serves a number of purposes, discussed in detail below. 

The interior Surface 19 of the barrel 20 is rifled, for 
example with rifling grooves 36. An energetic in the form of 
a pyrotechnic charge or propellant 28 (for the purpose of 
discussion, the energetic form described herein will be a 
propellant) is disposed adjacent the outer face of the aft 
piston head 24a. A bridge wire 32 is placed in communica 
tion with the propellant 28, and is activated by an electric 
pulse through lead wires 30 in order to energize the propel 
lant 28. A glass-to-metal Seal 34 serves to Seal the propellant 
28 within the barrel 20. On the opposite, distal, end of the 
barrel 20, a moisture barrier 40 seals the opposite end of the 
piston actuator while in a dormant State, thus eliminating 
possible interaction of moisture with the pyrotechnic during 
temperature variation or humid atmosphere. A preferred 
moisture barrier is Parylene; other moisture barrier materials 
Such as polyethylene or polyamid are equally applicable. 
When the propellant 28 is energized by an electric charge 

through the bridge wire 32, the resulting blast imparts a 
preSSure force on the outer face of the aft piston head 24a, 
which drives the piston 22 in a combined outward linear and 
angular direction as indicated by arrows 48a and 48b. This 
initial force exerts enormous preSSure on the malleable 
material of the band 26, causing the band to deform, So as 
to cause the band's outer perimeter to mesh with the rifling 
36 formed on the interior surface 19 of the barrel 20. This, 
in turn, causes the band to rotate as the band 26 resists the 
forward linear motion 48a of the piston 22. The rotating 
band 26 obturates the former gap, or clearance, between the 
outer perimeter of the ring 26 and the rifled inner surface of 
the barrel 20, thereby Serving as a dynamic gas Seal for the 
piston during piston travel, mitigating and/or eliminating the 
gas blow-by condition. The rotating band 26 further induces 
a counter-rotation in the piston 22 in a direction or rotation 
opposite that of the rotation of the band 26. Such counter 
rotation occurs because the pressure generated by the 
released gaseous energy follows a Swirl-like pattern, causing 
the piston 22, which is free to rotate, to Start its rotational 
motion. Dynamic equilibrium must be maintained in the 
System; therefore, the piston 22 rotates in direction opposite 
that of the band 26. 

Spin induced in the piston 22 stabilizes the travel of the 
piston and further mitigates the effects of gas blow-by. Due 
to the free rotation of the piston, gases dissipate their energy 
by forcing the piston 22 to move in a both axial and 
rotational directions. Rotation of the piston prevents over 
preSSure in the chamber, which could otherwise lead to 
blow-by and case rupture. Therefore, the force generated by 
the gases is dissipated or converted into a kinetic energy 
imparted by the piston rotation. 

In this manner, the present invention provides a piston 
actuator having enhanced performance consistency and 
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4 
reduced standard deviation. The effects of gas blow-by are 
mitigated and/or eliminated, as are System failures resulting 
from O-ring erosion. Performance criteria are determined by 
angular Velocity, which is controlled by the pitch of the 
rifling, as opposed to linear actuators which rely on force 
and displacement parameters. In addition, rifling is a mature 
technology that is well defined, and offers predictable, and 
reliable, results. 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are cutaway side views of the piston 
barrel 20 illustrating uniform-twist rifling 36a and gain-twist 
rifling 36b respectively. With uniform-twist rifling 36a as 
shown in FIG. 2A, the angular acceleration of the piston is 
proportional to its linear acceleration throughout the piston 
travel; therefore, the peak value of the angular acceleration 
occurs at the time of peak pressure. Similarly, the centrifugal 
acceleration due to piston Spin is at a maximum when the 
piston Velocity is at a maximum. Gain-twist rifling as shown 
in FIG. 2B is useful for those applications requiring a 
varying kinetic energy in the piston during the piston travel, 
rather than a constant kinetic energy. The gain-twist rifling 
36b allows for control over the angular acceleration of the 
piston 22 throughout its travel through the barrel 20. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional end view of a piston actuator barrel 
including rifling 36. The rifling 36 is formed with grooves 44 
and lands 42 of different concentric diameters. The adjust 
ment of the width and depth of the rifling will produce 
predictable effects for various band materials. AS the rotating 
band is placed under compressive interference Stresses, i.e., 
band pressure, which, with reference to FIG. 6, occurs at the 
Start preSSure, the Surface of the band is minutely abraded. 
Consequently, this leads to a reduction in the compressive 
interference or band preSSure. Due to internal rifling of the 
piston barrel, the rotating band generates a sliding friction 
during its transition through the barrel. The higher the band 
preSSure, the greater the coefficient of friction; plastic mate 
rials create a relatively lower friction than metal materials. 
Plastic materials also create lower band pressure than metal 
lic materials due to their relative ease in deforming under 
preSSure. Increasing gain, or twist, in the rifling promotes 
lower band pressure, i.e., lower Sliding friction, whereas 
uniform twist promotes higher band pressure, thus higher 
Sliding friction. 

For a rifled piston actuator barrel, other forces associated 
with the Spinning piston are present. The rotating band, i.e. 
obturating band, follows the twisting grooves in the rifled 
case, imparting Spin to the piston. The angular acceleration 
of the piston is proportional to the linear acceleration, 
assuming uniform-twist rifling, So the peak value of this 
quantity, as well as the peak value of Sliding friction, occurs 
at peak pressure. The centrifugal acceleration, i.e. rotational 
or angular, acceleration due to piston Spin is at a maximum 
when the piston Velocity is at maximum, i.e. when the piston 
stops at “shot-end” (described below). 
The rotating band may comprise, for example, a thermo 

plastic elastomer based material Such as plastic, Teflon, or 
polyamid, or may comprise a metallic material Such as Steel, 
brass, or aluminum. In either case, the band should exhibit 
a certain degree of malleability. 

FIGS. 4A-4C are sectional side views of the operation of 
the piston actuator, illustrating longitudinal propagation of 
the piston 22 and band 26 through the barrel 20 body. In FIG. 
4A, the propellant 28 is initiated, which imparts a charge 
force 46 on the outer face 25 of the aft piston head 24a. This 
point in time at which the charge beings to exert pressure on 
the piston 22, causing the piston to begin to move in a 
forward direction, is referred to herein as the “shot-start 
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Ss time, while the point in time at which the piston has 
completed its travel is referred to as the “shot-end' S 
time. 

Referring to FIG. 6, which is a chart of the amplitudes of 
various parameters as functions of time, at the shot-Start time 
Ss, the band pressure is at a relative maximum, while 
the longitudinal and angular acceleration of the piston and 
band are at relative minimums. At the shot-Start time Ss, 
the obturating band 26 begins to rotate and is placed under 
compressive interference Stresses. Such Stresses are gener 
ally assumed to be about half of the peak chamber pressure 
in magnitude when a plastic band is used, and much higher 
in magnitude when metal bands are employed. 

Returning to FIG. 4B, as the piston proceeds longitudi 
nally down the barrel, at increasing Velocity, the outer 
portion of the rotating band 26 becomes minutely abraded as 
it begins to mesh with the rifling 36, thereby reducing the 
compression ratio, and thus Slightly decreasing the band 
pressure (see FIG. 6). Coincident with the wear of the band 
26 is the sliding friction between the band 26 and the internal 
rifled surface of the barrel 20, which depends on the band 
preSSure, the appropriate coefficient of sliding fiction, and 
the band material. For a well-chosen band material, this 
friction is Small compared to the other forces and is gener 
ally neglected for Structural modeling. This results in mar 
ginally higher acceleration of the piston 22. The rotating 
band 26 follows the twisting grooves in the rifled barrel, 
thereby imparting Spin to the piston 22 in an opposite 
angular direction. AS explained above, the rotational motion 
of the piston is opposite that of the band, in order to maintain 
system dynamic equilibrium. With reference to FIG. 4C, the 
piston Velocity and acceleration are greatest when the piston 
nears the end of its travel at time S. 

Eddy currents form during translation of bodies where a 
fluid is moving at a given Velocity behind Such bodies. 
Eddies are, in effect, a result of hydrodynamic phenomena. 
Eddy formation is dependent on the shape of Surfaces and 
may be reduced by eliminating Sharp corners. In many cases, 
Sharp corners and bends may not be totally eliminated, and 
the need to design bodies with free movement, Specifically, 
angular rotation, will mitigate or eliminate eddy formation. 
ASSuming the piston initially moves Solely in an axial 
direction, high Velocity fluid motion, i.e. gas, under high 
preSSure, promotes the formation of eddy currents. This 
eddy formation becomes more apparent in the presence of 
Sharp bends. By permitting piston rotation, the energy of the 
moving fluid is quickly dissipated in as it begins to rotate the 
piston about its axis. The faster the piston rotation, the lower 
the likelihood of eddy formation, and the less likelihood 
there is for back pressure to develop and create a blow-by 
Scenario. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the piston 22 and band 26 
operating under the imparted charge force 46, and moving in 
a forward angular direction through the barrel as indicated 
by arrows 48a, 48b. The band 26 rotates in a first counter 
clockwise direction 50 which, in turn, causes a counter 
rotation of the piston 22 in a clockwise direction indicated 
by arrows 52. 

The angular acceleration of the piston is proportional to 
the linear acceleration when the barrel is of a uniform-twist 
rifling, and can vary with respect to the linear acceleration 
when the barrel is of again-twist rifling, as described above. 
The centrifugal acceleration due to piston Spin is at a 
maximum when the piston Velocity is at a maximum, for 
example at the time of Shot-end Sy when the piston Stops 
moving (see FIG. 6). 
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Other loads can occur transversely or unsymmetrically 

within the chamber. When the obturating band 26 is aft of 
the center of gravity of the piston, a slight transverse 
displacement of this center of gravity away from the central 
axis of the barrel will create a moment tending to increase 
the displacement, causing the configuration to become 
dynamically unstable. This load is minimized by locating the 
center of gravity of the piston 22 near the rotating band 26. 
The piston 22 is preferably formed of a steel material, for 

example, type 17-4 PH, or alloy steel, type 303. The ring 26 
is preferably formed of a malleable material which will tend 
to obturate under the high pressure exerted by the explosive 
charge and instant acceleration of the piston, for example 
plastic or copper. 
The pyrotechnic charge 28 preferably comprises Bis 

Nitro-Cobalt-3-Perchlorate, a high energy pyrotechnic that 
is capable of undergoing a deflagration-to-detonation (DDT) 
transition. A first-order approximation of the pyrotechnic 
charge weight required may be made by assuming a 90% 
efficiency level; i.e., the realized mechanical output is 90%, 
or higher, of the pyrotechnic energy. 

E=0.90 ft-lb (1) 

where E, Mechanical Energy, ft-lb; and E=Pyrotechnic 
Energy, ft-lb., 
The energy content of the pyrotechnic is given by: 

where 
C=charge weight, lb., 
F=pyrotechnic impetus, ft-lb/1b; and 
g=ratio of Specific heats 
Equation (2) may also be derived using the Equation of 

State for the pyrotechnic/propellant gas, i.e., 

PV-12 FTC/T, PSI (3) 

where 

P=Gas pressure, lb/in. 
T=Gas temperature, R. 
To=Adiabatic isochoric flame temperature, R. 
V=Gas volume, in. 
ASSuming adiabatic expansion to infinity and assuming 

the initial gas temperature equal to the adiabatic isochoric 
flame temperature, then 

& FC (4) Ep = Pat V = - 
't y - 1 

Assuming typical values for f(BNCP) (f fine, as opposed 
to C:crude, i.e., non-ball-milled and non-screened), the 
impetus F=1.42x10 fl-lb/lb, and for y, the ratio of specific 
heat, g=1.2016. Substituting these values into equations (1) 
and (2) yields the equation for charge weight: 

C=1.58x10 Elb (5b) 

Therefore, the charge weight for a propellant actuated device 
the charge weight is: 

C=6.46x10x(250/2.2)x(0.270/12)=4.03 mg (6) 

For thrusters, piston actuators, and devices where energy 
is primarily expended in overcoming a resistive force, 
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kinetic energy imparted to the load is insignificant in 
comparison, therefore, Equation (6) becomes: 

S (7) 
C = 6.46X 10 ? F dy, gram 

O 

where 

F=Resistive force, Ib, and 
X=Displacement, ft 

O 

C=6.46x10F.S grams (8) 

where 

F: Average Resistive Force, lbs 
S: Stroke, ft 
Calculation of the pyrotechnic charge weight can be 

determined as follows. For thrust, charge weight is approxi 
mated using equation (8) above. ASSuming the desired force 
to be F=250 lb f, and assuming a stroke S=0.270 in...: 

C=6.46x10x250x(0.270/12)=0.0363 grams 

Therefore, C (BNCP)=0.0363 grams or 36.3 milligrams. 
The energy balance for the Piston Actuator closed System 

at time t, may be determined using the first law of thermo 
dynamics: 

Initial Energy of Gases=Internal Energy of Gases+Losses (9) 

The loss term includes work done by, and heat transferred 
from, the System. Here, it is assumed that by-products of 
gaseous combustion will undergo no further reaction once 
produced. Therefore, using average values for Specific heats 
over the temperature range of BNCP reaction, Equation (9) 
may be written as: 

Solving equation (10) yields a value for mean temperature: 

X. mi C, TI, + m, C.T. - L (11) 
T = - - -. 

(2. mg CTI, + Inc.) i,j 

Note that the Summations are taken over each Surface of 
every charge element i with the addition of a bridge wire 
element S, which is assumed to burn out at t=0. 

Y=C/C, 

C-C-R (12) 

F=RT, 

therefore, 

C=F/(Y-1)T, (13) 
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8 
Substituting into equation (10): 

Fink 
- L 2. y - 1)" ( - 1) 

Tnear = y F. - " + - f' 
'ky - 1)T, "y, - 1)T, 

Fins (14) 

Which, in the limit, becomes: 

F X Tidm, + J (y. - 1) 
Tnear = 

Fm 
, - 1) 
Fm 

y - 1)T, 

L (15) 

Fink 
- --d ;I, indn't 

and for differential weights of consumed pyrotechnic: 

Fink Fm (16) 
d - L XI fly, t+on-L) 

Tnean (t) = ?ha. It 
(y. - 1)T? (y – 1)T, 

ASSuming a coVolume correction applied to the ideal gas 
law, then for gases and mixtures (assuming Noble-Abel 
gases & mixtures) at time t. 

P.V. X. ink ilk -min 2. nk R. -n.R. To (17) k k 

Using Equation 12: 

Fink Fm (18) 
Tinean - + - 

P k lik is 

men v. 2. nknk - mns 

in other words, 

F. 
Tnean 2. f(kim, -- k k 

Pnear = 

(19) Fm 
T 

Vree - 2. Inkdm: - sins 

The pressure gradient in the piston actuator System will 
now be calculated using Lagrange approximation. Here, it is 
assumed that the pyrotechnic charge is entirely burned, and 
therefore, will be treated as a gas, with uniform distribution 
along the piston case (piston tube). The derivation in a 
tube-based reference is: 

(20) 

where Z, represents resistance preSSure, X, represents piston 
displacement measured from the initial position, and X, 
represents piston barrel displacement measured from initial 
position. 
Therefore, for one-dimensional inviscid equations of conti 
nuity and momentum (in the Z direction for free motion): 

öpföt+6(pv)/öz=0 (0szsz.) (21) 
-1/p6P/öz=öv?öt+öv?öz (Oszsz.) (22) 

assuming uniformity, i.e. Öp/Öz=0, then, from equation 21: 
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and the boundary conditions are: 

where Z, and v, denote position of the piston head and piston 
Velocity. Integrating over Z yields the gas Velocity 
distribution, i.e. 

3, (t) (25) 

where 7, is the first derivative of Z, with respect to time. 
Substituting Equation 25 into Equation 22 yields 

where 7, is the second derivative of Z, with respect to time. 
The all-burnt assumption implies the Spatially uniform 

density: 

(27) 

Since, from Newton's second law, the acceleration of the 
piston, at any time t, is expressed as: 

piston acceleration=net force on piston/piston mass (28a) 

where the propulsive force is Supplied by the pressure of the 
pyrotechnic/propellant burning gases on the piston head, and 
the retarding forces are provided by the internal piston barrel 
resistance against the rotating band/ring, as well as air 
resistance against the front of the piston head as the air is 
compressed during piston forward movement down the 
piston tube. Hence, piston acceleration is expressed as: 

Phase - - Ps - 
X = 

Pair-Ab (28b) 

Therefore, substituting both equations (27) and (28b), into 
equation (26): 

o P : X Ci/g P. - P - P.A., (29) 
d; T 3 Ab / 3 mp fg 

So that: 

Ps - P - Pi. X C. (30) 
P(x, t) = r(t) - Pac-la-Pr), is 3mp3; 

The condition P(0, t)=P implies: 

'(t)=Phante, (31) 

So the requirement P(Z, t)=P forces: 

(32) 
Pchamber F Phase + 2 mp Phase - Pes - Pairl 

1O 

15 
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10 
into the definition: 

Equations (30) and (31) are substituted into (33) and 
integrated, yielding: 

(34) 

Substituting the value P from equation (32) into 
equation (34), and rearranging, yields: 

(35) 

Therefore, according to the Lagrange model, knowledge 
of the propellant/pyrotechnic charge-to-piston weight ratio, 
the mean preSSure, and the resistance pressure, is Sufficient 
for calculating the entire pressure gradient during travel of 
the piston down the piston tube, and, in particular, the 
desired base and chamber pressures, where the preSSure 
gradient is defined as the pressure slope, i.e., the rate of 
preSSure rise. 
While this invention has been particularly shown and 

described with references to preferred embodiments thereof, 
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
changes in form and details may be made herein without 
departing from the Spirit and Scope of the invention as 
defined by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An energetic-based piston actuator comprising: 
a barrel having a cylindrical interior Surface; 
a piston in the barrel, the piston being slidable within the 

barrel between an initial position and a final position, 
the piston having an outer diameter less than an inner 
diameter of the interior Surface of the barrel; 

a ring of malleable material about the piston and being 
rotatable relative to the piston; and 

rifling on the interior surface of the barrel wherein the 
rifling engages the ring when the piston is driven in a 
linear direction down the barrel, the rifling deforming 
the malleable material of the ring So as to induce a 
rotational motion in the ring relative to the piston 
during travel of the piston between the initial position 
and the final position, the piston being retained by the 
barrel following travel. 

2. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the deformation of the 
malleable material of the ring further induces a correspond 
ing counter-rotation in the piston. 

3. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the piston includes a 
body and a neck, and wherein the piston body has an outer 
diameter less than the inner diameter of the interior Surface 
of the barrel, and wherein the ring is mounted about the 
piston neck. 

4. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the rifling comprises 
grooves and lands formed on the interior Surface of the 
barrel. 

5. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the rifling comprises 
uniform twist rifling. 

6. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the rifling comprises 
gain rifling. 
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7. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the piston comprises 
fore and aft piston heads of an outer diameter less than the 
inner diameter of the barrel cylinder interior Surface. 

8. The actuator of claim 7 wherein the ring is positioned 
in a groove between the fore and aft piston heads. 5 

9. The actuator of claim 1 further comprising an energetic, 
which, when detonated, drives the piston and ring in a 
longitudinal direction down the barrel. 

10. The actuator of claim 9 wherein the energetic com 
1O 

11. The actuator of claim 9 wherein the energetic com 
prises a propellant or pyrotechnic. 

12. The actuator of claim 1 wherein the piston and barrel 
have a slip-fit relationship. 

13. An energetic-based actuator comprising: 15 
a barrel having rifling on an interior cylindrical Surface; 
a piston in the barrel having a slip-fit relationship with the 

barrel, the piston having a longitudinal axis, and 
a ring mounted about the piston and rotatable about the 

- 2O 

longitudinal axis of the piston; 
Such that when a preSSure charge impinges on the piston, 

the piston is driven down the barrel in an axial direction 
along the longitudinal axis of the piston from an initial 
position to a final position, the axial direction of 25 
movement of the piston causing the ring to deform in 
the rifling, causing the ring to mesh with the rifling and 
to rotate relative to the piston as the piston travels in the 
axial direction, between the initial position and the final 
position, the piston being retained by the barrel fol 
lowing travel. 

12 
14. The actuator of claim 13 wherein the piston includes 

a body and a neck, and wherein the piston body has an outer 
diameter less than the inner diameter of the interior Surface 

of the barrel, and wherein the ring is mounted about the 
piston neck. 

15. The actuator of claim 13 wherein the rifling comprises 
grooves and lands formed on the interior Surface of the 
barrel. 

16. The actuator of claim 15 wherein the rifling comprises 
uniform twist rifling. 

17. The actuator of claim 15 wherein the rifling comprises 
gain rifling. 

18. The actuator of claim 13 wherein the piston comprises 
fore and aft piston heads of an outer diameter less than the 
inner diameter of the barrel cylinder interior Surface. 

19. The actuator of claim 18 wherein the ring is positioned 
in a groove between the fore and aft piston heads. 

20. The actuator of claim 13 further comprising an 
energetic, which, when detonated, drives the piston and ring 
in a longitudinal direction down the barrel. 

21. The actuator of claim 20 wherein the energetic com 
prises Bis-Nitro-Cobalt-3-Perchlorate. 

22. The actuator of claim 20 wherein the energetic com 
prises a propellant or pyrotechnic. 

23. The actuator of claim 13 wherein the ring is formed of 
malleable material. 


