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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM P. DE 

SAUssurE, Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at Englewood Cliffs, in the county 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Card-Positioning Attachments for 
Typewriters, fully described and repre 
sented in the following specification and the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
the same. 
My invention relates to a device whereby 

one or more cards may be readily inserted 
and held in the typewriter in a desired 
position. The principal object of my inven 
tion is to provide a simple and effective de 
vice of the character stated which may be readily positioned in operative relation with 
respect to the machine and which, when so positioned, is capable of receiving the cards 
for any number of writings and to hold 
them in proper position, all of this being 
possible without removing the holding de 
vice from operative position, in the type. 
writer. Other objects of my invention will 
appear more fully hereinafter. 
The invention in its preferred form con 

sists of a thin sheet of flexible elastic ma 
terial, such as paper, sheet metal, or other 
suitable substance, bent to provide a recess 
for supporting and holding the card in a 
given position with respect to the sheet, the 
sheet being capable of insertion into the 
typewriter so as to rest upon the platen 
thereof and to receive the cards and hold 
them in a desired position to receive the 
writing. If desired, means may be pro 
vided for securing the sheet in operative 
relation to the typewriter platen. 
In order that my invention may be better 

understood, attention is directed to the ac companying drawing forming a part of this 
specification and in which:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing 

one form of my attachment with a plurality 
of superposed cards indicated by dotted 
lines as arranged therein; 

Fig. 2 is a central vertical cross-sectional 
view of a platen and coacting parts of a 
typewriter and of the attachment shown in 
Fig. 1, this view illustrating the placing of 
the attachment in the typewriter; 

Fig. 3 is a like view of the same parts 
and of cards to be written upon, this view 
showing the attachment secured in position 

On the platen and illustrating the placing 
of the cards in the attachment; 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Figs. 2 and 3, 
showing a modified form of the attachment 
arranged in operative position in the type 
writer. 

Referring to the drawing, and first more 
particularly to Figs. 1, 2, and 3 thereof, 
the numeral 1 indicates the card holding 
and positioning sheet. This sheet is formed 
with two parallel horizontal bends 2 and 3 
extending all the way across the sheet, the 
sheet being thereby formed with a Z-fold. 
The sheet thus formed is provided with a 
longitudinal horizontally extending recess 
4 arranged to receive and support the card 
5, the sheet being provided with end por 
tions 6 and 7 extending in opposite direc 
tions away from the recess 4 and adapted 
to rest against the typewriter platen. The 
bend 2 may be and best is in the form of a 
sharp crease, as shown, but the bend 3 is 
preferably formed, as by rounding the same 
slightly as shown, to space the front and 
rear Walls of the recess 4 sufficiently apart 
at the bottom thereof to enable a plurality 
of cards to be supported in the recess in 
register with each other, as shown. Means, 
Such as the mark 8 formed on the outside 
of the sheet 1, and extending from and at 
right angles to the crease 2, may be pro 
vided to indicate the proper position of the 
card longitudinally of the recess 4. The 
mark as shown is intended for use when Only a single card or a single set of super 
posed cards is to be held in the attachment 
at a given time, but suitable marks may be provided for facilitating the positioning 
of a plurality of cards arranged side by 
side in the recess. The cards are positioned by bringing their left handledges into reg 
ister with the said mark. The form of card 
preferably employed by me has a front sur 
face suitable for receiving the writing and 
a rear offsetting surface of carbon. 
The sheet may be made of any suitable 

flexible elastic material, paper or metal be 
ing preferred, although various other mate 
rials may be used. The thickness, which is 
shown exaggerated in the drawing may vary 
within certain limits; but I find that a thick 
ness about equivalent to that of ordinary 
writing paper is very suitable. The width 
of the sheet 1 may be varied within consid 
erable limits. As shown in Fig. 1 the width 
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is sufficient to support a plurality of cards 
such as those shown at 5 side by side within 
the recess 4. The portion 6 of the sheet is 
best made of at least. sufficient height rela 
tively to the height of the cards used as to 
extend somewhat above the cards 5 when the 
latter are in position in the recess 4. The 
part 7 of the sheet should at least be of such 
length as to enable the sheet to be firmly held 
in position in the typewriter in the various 
operative positions of the sheet as herein 
after described. In the form of the inven 
tion shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the portions 
6 and 7 of the sheet are of sufficient length 
to permit them to overlap slightly when the 
sheet is in operative position on the platen. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 4, the por 
tions 6 and 7 of the sheet are not of sufficient 
length to enable them to meet when the 
sheet is in position on the platen. The depth 
of the recess 4 should be sufficient to enable 
the cards 5 to be supported and held in 
proper position by the sheet 1 without cov 
ering up the part of the card to be written 
upon. The sheet as shown in Fig. 1, is 
curved to take normally when off the type 
writer, the shape of a cylinder slightly 
larger in diameter than the platen, but such 
curving of the sheet, while desirable, is not 
essential. In fact the sheet may normally 
be quite flat. 
In order to assist in holding the sheet in 

operative position with respect to the platen, 
means, such as the adhesive tabs 9, are pro 
vided. In the device of Figs. 1, 2, and 3, a 
single tab of thin materia is attached to 
the sheet with a portion of the adhesive sur 
face adhering to the outer side of the lower 
or rear end of the sheet. An opening 10 is 
formed in the sheet under the tab to permit 
the adhesive surface of the latter to be 
pressed into engagement with the platen to 
anchor the sheet in position. If desired, the 
adhesive tab need not be secured to the sheet 
until the latter is in position on the platen. 
In the device shown in Fig. 4, a tab 9 is se 
cured to each end of the sheet 1, the tabs 
extending beyond the ends of the sheet and 
being arranged to anchor the same in posi 
tion on the platen. 
In using my device or attachment, the 

sheet 1 may be placed in the typewriter be 
tween the platen 11 and the rollers 12 in the 
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usual manner of placing ordinary sheets of 
paper to be written on, the part 6 of the 
sheet being inserted into the machine first 
and the face of the sheet containing the en 
trance to the recess 4 being away from the 
platen, as shown in Fig. 2, the platen being 
rotated to bring the sheet into position. 
The sheet, if not in proper position to enable 
the writing to be done at the proper place on 
the cards, may be readily shifted or adjusted 
in the usual manner, as by pulling on the 
sheet to bring the same into proper position, 

1376,688 

Proper alinement and positioning of the 
sheet may in some instances be obtained by 
bringing the edge or bend 2 of the sheet 1 
in alinement with the alinement scale 13. 
After being properly positioned, the sheet 1 
is secured in position. With the device 
shown in Figs. I to 3 inclusive, the outer end 
of the tab is drawn out of engagement with 
the sheet and the forward end of the sheet 
is inserted beneath the rear end thereof and 
the tab. The sheet is then drawn tightly 
around the platen, and the tab pressed to 
ward the platen to secure the overlapped 
ends of the sheet together, and when the 
opening 10 is provided, to cause a portion 
of the tab to be forced through the opening 
10 and become secured to the platen. With 
the device shown in Fig. 4, the sheet is se 
cured in position on the platen by merely 
pressing the tabs against the latter after the 
sheet has been drawn tightly around the 
platen. With the attachment secured in po 
sition on the platen, the latter is rotated to 
the position shown in Fig. 3, whereupon the 
cards are seated in the bottom of the recess 4. 
The sheet and cards may now by rotation 
of the platen be readily brought to proper 
operative position for writing upon the 
cards, as shown for example in Fig. 4, the 
cards being gripped by the walls of the re 
cess as the outer wall is pressed inward, so 
that the cards are thus held firmly in posi 
tion as the platen is turned. If it is desired, 
a card or cards 5 may be inserted into the re 
cess 3 before the sheet 1 is placed in opera 
tive position upon the typewriter. 

After the sheet 1 has been properly posi 
tioned on the typewriter, any number of sin 
gle cards or sets of the cards may be in 
Serted in the recess 4 so as to enable the cards 
to receive the typewriting in the proper po 
sition. All of the cards that are, written 
upon while the sheet 1 is in position will 
occupy the same position with respect to 
the platen. It is evident that instead of 
writing a plurality of cards, at one time as 
ribbon and carbon copies, the attachment 
when in place may be used to write upon 
One card at a time, the principal advantage 
of the attachment being that each card writ 
ten upon will be supported in the recess 3 
in the same relative position on the platen as 
the other cards. Another advantage result 
ing from the invention is the saving of time 
in placing the various cards or sets of cards 
in position in the typewriter. With the in 
vention, the platen need not be moved a dis 
tance greater than through an arc having 
a length equal to the height of the card to 
carry the latter into operative position. 
Heretofore, to effect the same result, it has 
been necessary to rotate the platen suffi 
ciently to carry the card from the back to 
the front of the machine. 
The cards 5 may be made of paper or any 
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1,376,683 
other suitable material for receiving the 
writing; and it is to be understood that the 
word “card’ as herein used is not limited to 
any particular size, form or thickness of de 
vice or to any particular material for re 
ceiving the written matter. 
The card may be, and preferably is, made 

Somewhat flexible and may be made of a 
thickness of ordinary writing paper. The 
offsetting material need not of course be 
formed directly on the sheets which are to 
receive the writing, but ordinary carbon pa 
per may be used in the usual manner of 
making ribbon and carbon copies. 

It is to be understood that modifications 
other than those described may be made in 
the invention without departing from the 
Scope and spirit thereof. 
What I claim is: 
1. An attachment for typewriters com 

prising a sheet of flexible elastic material 
bent in opposite directions on parallel lines 
to provide a recess for receiving a card and 
positioning the same in operative relation to 
the typewriter platen, said sheet having por 
tions extending in opposite directions be 
yond said recess and adapted to rest upon 
the typewriter platen, the downwardly ex 
tending portion being of sufficient length to 
be held against the platen by the sheet grip 
ping devices of the typewriter in the various 
operative positions of the sheet, and said 

sheet being provided with means for Secur 
ing the same in operative relation to the 
typewriter platen. 

2. An attachment for typewriters, com 
prising a sheet of flexible elastic material 
provided with means for supporting a card 
with a portion of its face exposed, said sheet 
having portions extending in opposite direc 
tions beyond its card supporting means and 
adapted to extend about the typewriter 
platen, and a piece of adhesive, sheet ma 
terial for securing the ends of said sheet to 
gether when said sheet is in position on the 
platen, said sheet being formed to permit 
a portion of the adhesive material to come 
into engagement with the platen. 

3. In a typewriter, the combination of a 
platen, a thin sheet of flexible elastic mate 
rial carried by said platen with its ends 
overlapping, said sheet being adapted to re 
ceive a card to be written upon and to hold 
the same in a desired position with respect 
to the platen, and means for securing the 
ends of said sheet together. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

WILLIAM P. DESAUSSURE, Jr. 
Witnesses: 

DAVID LEWIs, 
FREDERICK BACHMANN. 
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