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To all whom it muary concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W ASHINGION
CLAYTON, of Lebanon, county of Van Buren,
and State of Towa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fence-Posts, of
which the following, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a specification
sufficiently full, clear, and accurate as will
enable those skilled in the art to make and
use the same. . :

The object of my invention is the produc-
tion of a fence-post made up of a base-piece
for insertion in the ground and a top piece
for supporting other elements of a fence,
the base being so constructed that it will re-
tain its position when set and the top piece
so joined to the base that it can be easily re-
placed.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in certain novelties of construction and
formation and combination of parts herein-
after described, and specified in the claims.

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the com-
plete post, the base thereof set in the ground,
which latter is broken away for the purpose
of showing the position of related parts.
Tig. 2 illustrates the several elements of the
post detached one from another and the con-

‘struction of certain specific minor features.

I make the base-piece a of east-iron or other
suitable material and of the form shown.
It may be cast hollow, if desired, though I
have shown it solid. Upon the outer surface
and arranged alternatelyin rows are located
cup-shaped projections ¢, each forming a
small cavity or receptacle, as shown. When
the post is sét and the earth tamped, it fills
these small cavities and securely holds the
base in position. I also make the base ta-
pering or pointed at b; but this feature may
in some cases be omitted, especially when the
casting is to be made hollow. The top of the
base, which supports the removable top piece
of the post, is formed with an angular seat d,
a flange e, having perforations %, lugs g, and
a seat f, adapted to receive aremovable plate
h, having perforations through which the
lugs ¢ pass when the plate is in position.

The top piece mis cut away at [ to fit the seat
d and provided with a perforation n and
grooves o to receive bolts j, the latter being
shown in Fig. 1.

As thuas constructed it will be seen that
the top can easily be removed from the base,
and that by reason of the angular form of the
seat d water will not be retained and cause
the top piece, when made of wood, to decay.
The cup-shaped projections on the surface
of the base will securely hold the same in po-
sition and prevent it from being drawn out
of the ground by the tension of the wire which
is in practice attached to the top piece.

What I claim as new,.and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— .

1. Theherein-described fence-post made up’

| of a base-piece and a top piece; the base-

piece provided with cup-like projections ¢
and the top piece detachably secured to the
base by bolts, substantially as deseribed.

2. Theherein-described fence-post consist-
ing of the top and base; the base provided
with projections ¢, a point b, and an angular
seat d; and the top piece shaped to fit the
seat d, and secured in position by bolts, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A fence-post made up of a base having
a flange e, removable plate A and angular
seat d; and a top adapted to fit the seat and
to be detachably secured in position between
the flange e and the plate h, substantially as
described. :

4. Abase for a fence-post having a seat d,

flange e, seat f, a removable plate h fitiing
the seat fand lugs ¢, and adapted to receive
and secure-the top piece in position, substan-
tially as described. v

5. The combination with the base ¢ having
the flange e, seat d, lugs ¢, and removable
plate k; of the bolts j and the top m having a
perforation n and recesses o to receive the
bolts 7, substantially as described.

GEORGE WASHINGTON CLAYTON.
Witnesses:
J. R. BLACK,
W. W. ATKINS,
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