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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosEPH C. JENKINS, of
Lebanon, in the county-of Wilson and State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Carriage and Wagon Brakes;
and I do hereby declare that the to]lowmg is
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reterence being had to -the accompanying
drawings forming part of this specification, in
which a perspective view of the frout axle amd
wheels and the tongue of a wagon or carriage
is shown with my invention applied thereto.

The object of my invention is to overcome
the disadvantage resulting from the great le-
verage of the wheels against the brake when
it is in action, as experienced whén brakes
are applied to the peripheries of the wheels of
a carriage or wagon, and at the same time
render practicable the use of the tongue, front
hounds, and axle as a support for the brake,
and yet have the brake-lever in'front of the
drwer, 80 that it may be operated by his foot
while he is sitting upon the seat of the wagon.

The nature of my invention consists in the‘

combination of hubs extended on their inuner
ends, so as to form bearing-surfaces for the
brake-blocks, and a pair of horizontal brake-
levers, having blocks on their outer short
ends, and pivoted between jaws of the front
hounds, and connected together and kept in
position at their long ends by a link and a
strap, and then. connected. by an extension of
one of their long ends to a nearly-upright foot-
lever, which is pwoted to the tongue, all as
hereinafter desecribed. ]

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the draw-
ings.

A A are the front wheels of a carriage or
wagon, and B the axle; C, the tongue; D the
front hounds, and E the brake shoe 01 block
EBach of the hubs « ¢ of the wheels A is made
with a eylindrical brake-bearing surface, b, on
its inner end. These surfaces are extended
from the inner end of the hub proper . suffi-
ciently to afford a support for shoes or blocks
"E of the brake-levers F I*. The hounds D
are formed with ends ¢ ¢, which are parallel
with the tongue C. On top of these ends, and

on top of the tongue, the brake-levers are ar-
ranged, and they are pivoted, respectively, to
the ends ¢ ¢ of the hounds by vertical pins d,
and are allowed to vibrate on said pins to
ward and from the brake-block-bearing sur-
face of the-hubs. Before the pins d d are in-
serted, angular straps e ¢ are bolted to the
axle, and extended over the levers, so as to-
form with the ends ¢ ¢ long open guides for
the levers to vibratein. The pins d are passed
down through these straps, and through the -
levers and ends ¢ ¢ of the hounds. The long
inner ends of the levers F F are extended past

-one another over the tongue, and are linked

together by a chain-link, /. Theselinked ends
are guided and kept in position, without be-
ing stopped in their movements, by an angu-
lar strap, g, fastenied to the axle and to the
tongue. The inner end of one of these levers,
at a point beyond the link f, is connected by
a rod, k, to a vertical foot-lever, G, which le-
ver is pivoted at ¢ to the tongue C, and is ex-
tended up far enough to be convenieut for the
driver to place his foot upon its widened end,
and thereby operate the ‘brake while sitting
upon the seat of the wagon or carriage. .

My brake, as described, is very simple, com-
pact, and strong, and answers far befter for
the purposethan brakes which apply pressure
and friction to the peripheries of the Wheelb
of wagons and carriages.

I do not claim, under this appllcatlou, the
construction of” the wheels and hubs farther
than the extension of the hubs to form a bear-

| ing-surface for the brake-shoes, 4s I inténd to

apply for a separate patent on the construc-
tion of the wheels and hubs.

I do not claim the application of the brake-
shoe to the hub of a carriage or wagon wheel,
or supporting the brake- lever upon the ton 0“ue

in front of the driver, in connection with o

brake-blocks applied to the periphery of the
wheels, as both these devices are in them-
selves old; but,

Having thus descnbed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a carriage or wagon brake, the com-
bination of the carr iage or wagon wheel hubs,
constracted w1th cylindrical e‘itenblons on_
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their inner ends for brake-shoes to bear upon
the; bounds, with  extensions and eonfining-
straps, and;attached to the: axle,; the brake-
shoe levers pivoted between the shoe-exten-
i sionsiand straps of ithe hounds, and éxtended
in opposite directions over the tongue and
under a strap, and linked together, and the
foot-lever pivoted to thei tongue, iand con.

nected by a rod to onaend of one of the brake- |
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shoe levers, all arranged in the manner and
for the purposes herein described.

Witness my hand in matter of | my applica-
tion for:a patent for improvement in carriage-

brakes.
JOSEPH C. JENKINS.
Witnesses: :
E. J. MIDDLETON, Jr.,
JNo. L. SLUATER.




