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This invention relates to davenports and, more 
particularly, to davenports which are designed to 
facilitate their conversion into lounges. 
Most davenports or Sofas are constructed With 

two upholstered arms and several cushions 
stretching longitudinally between the arms. In 
newer furniture, Sofas or davenports are made in 
sizes too Small to accommodate a person stretched 
at full length between the arms and such a reclin 
ing person is usually less than comfortable be 
cause of the acute angle at which his head or feet 
must be elevated from the cushions. It is quite 
usual to provide a pillow With which to fill in the 
Space between the arm and the cushion so as to 
Support the neck and shoulders of a person re 
clining on the davenport. But this is not a satis 
factory solution to the problem because the per 
Son's head still must project somewhat uncom 
fortably onto the arm itself. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
davenport having arms which are hinged so that 
they can be swung outwardly thereby extending 
the effective length of the davenport and provid 
ing a Support for a pillow or for the head of a 
person reclining on the davenport which is not 
raised abruptly above the level of the davenport 
Cushions themselves. 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
Wide an inclined support designed to carry a 
pillow at Such an angle and in such a position 
as to provide a comfortable head rest for a person 
reclining at length on a davenport equipped with 
a folding arm embodying the invention. 
More Specific objects and advantages are appar. 

ent from the drawings, in which: 
Figure I is a front perspective view of a daven 

port embodying the invention and showing one 
arm of the davenport in its extended position sup 
porting a pillow. 

Figure II is a front perspective view of the in 
ternal structure of a davenport embodying the 
invention. With the upholstering removed to show 
Working parts constituting one embodiment of the 
invention. 

Figure I shows a conventional style davenport 
provided with a three cushion seat and a corre 
Sponding overstuffed back 2. At each end of the 
davenport there is located an overstuffed arm 3 
Which is designed in accordance with the inven 
tion. As can be more clearly seen in Figure II 
each of the arms is constructed around a frame 
consisting of a front upright 3, a rear upright 5 
and Stringers 6, and 8. To the structure thus 
erected is secured a back frame 9 which forms 
One end of the structure supporting the cushioned 
back 2 of the davenport. 
The upper portion of the arm comprises a top 

0, end plates and 2, side plate 3, outside 
stringer 4 and a rear extension 5. The longi 
tudinal edge of the top 10 which is on the outside 
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of the arm in its upright position is curved to 
match the curvature of a curved stringer 6 which 
is secured on the outermost side of the main frame 
stringer 8 at the lower outside of the arm. Uphol 
stering material is secured to these curved mem 
bel's so as to give the end of the davenport a pleas 
ing rounded appearance. The outside Stringer 4. 
and the stringer 6 are hinged together along their 
outer matching edges by two or more hinges . 
The rear extension 5 of the arm is offset slightly 
from the side plate 3 so that when the arm is 
swung into its upright position the back frame 9 
Will fit into the receSS. 

he out Ward and doWaWard novernent of the 
upper portion of the arm is limited by a pair of 
formed support plates 8 and 9. The two plates 
58 and 9 are shaped to present Smooth curved 
outer and inner edges. The plate 8 is pivotally 
attached to the hinged portion of the arm at the 
ends of its outermost edge (When the arm is SWung 
down) between the front end plate and rear 
end plate 2. The plate 8 is similarly attached 
between the upper inside Corner of the front up 
right, 4 and the lower front edge of the back 
frame 3. The tWO plates 8 and 9 are linked 
together by a pair of straps 2 one of which is 
pivotaliy Secured at each end of the plates i8 
and A9. 
When the arm of the davenport is swung out 

and over the two plates 8 and 9 are opened 
(similar to the opening of a book) and their joined 
edges are lifted upwardly to form a substantially 
flat inclined support for a pillow 2 shown in place 
in Figure I. When the arm is restored to its 
normal position the two plates 8 and 3 are 
SWung together and their linked edges drop down 
Wardly into the recess provided within the in 
terior of the lower portion of the arm. 
A manually operable latch 22 may be provided 

to lock the arm in its closed position and should 
be accessible from some rather hidden position 
aS, for example, the back end of the arm itself. 
The latch may be merely a push button catch in 
which case the push button is hidden beneath the 
covering fabric. 
The embodiment of the invention which has 

been disclosed may be modified to meet various 
requirementS. 

Having described the invention, claim: 
1. in a davenport having a substantially hori 

ZOntal seat portion, a folding arm comprising, in 
combination, a hollow stationary arm frame erect 
ed adjacent the end of said seat portion and hav 
ing its upper open end approximately on the plane 
of the Seat portion, a hollow folding arm frame 
having an open botton and hinged to the upper 
end of Said stationary frame along their outer 
horizontal joining edges, and a pair of support 
plates adapted to be concealed within said arm 
frames, each of Said plates being pivotally con 
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nected to one of Said arm frames between the ends 
thereof and adjacent the innei horizontal join 
ing edges of said frames, said plates being pivot 
ally linked to each other along their other edges 
parallel to the inner and outer edges of said arm 
frames, said support plates Serving to limit out 
ward Swinging movement of said folding arii 
frame and to support a pillow at an incline to the 
end of said seat portion, when said arm is un 
folded. 

2. In a davenport having a substantially hori 
zontal seat portion, a folding arm comprising, in 
combination, a hollow stationary arm frame 
erected adjacent the end of said seat portion and 
having its upper open end approximately on the 
plane of the seat portion, a hollow folding arm 
frame having an open bottom and hinged to the 
upper end of said stationary frame along their 
outer horizontal joining edges, a pair of Support 
plates adapted to be concealed within said alm 
frames, each of said plates being pivotally con 
nected to one of said arm frames between the 
end thereof and adjacent the inner horizontal 
joining edges of said frames, Said plates being 
pivotally linked to each other along their other 
edges parallel to the inner and outer edges of said 
arm frames, the lateral dimensions of said plates 
being less than that of the interior dimensions 
of Said hollow frames, said Support plates Serving 
to limit outward swinging movement of said fold 
ing arm frame and to support a pillow at an in 
cline to the end of Said seat portion. When Said 
arm is unfolded. 

3. In a davenport having a substantially hori 
Zontal seat portion, a folding arm comprising, in 
combination, a hollow stationally arm frame erect 
ed adjacent the end of said seat portion and hav 
ing its upper open end approximately on the plane 
of the seat portion, a hollow folding arm frame 
having an open bottom and hinged to the upper 
end of said stationary frame along their Outer 
horizontal joining edges, a pair of support plates 
adapted to be concealed. Within Said arm frames, 
each of said plates being pivotally connected to 
one of said arm frames between the ends thereof 
and adjacent the inner horizontal joining edges 
of said frames, said plates being pivotally linked 
to each other along their other edges parallel to 
the inner and Outer edges of Said aim frames, and 
a manually operable latch co-acting between said 
stationary frame and said folding frame to hold 
said arm in its closed position, said support plates 
serving to limit outward swinging movement of 
said folding arm fraine and to support a pillow 
at an incline to the end of said seat portion when 
said arm is in its open position. 

4. A folding arm for a davenport comprising, in 
combination, a lower frame having an opening at 
the top and erected at the end of the davenport, 
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4. 
an upper frame having an opening at the bottom 
and which is hinged to said lower frame along 
a horizontal outside latching edge, whereby the 
Openings at the top and bottom of Said frames, 
respectively, are in line When said frames are 
closed, and Said upper frame can be swung out 
and over relative to said lower frame, and a pair 
Of support plates located in the openings of said 
frames, One of said plates being pivotally connect 
ed at the inner edge of said lower frame, near the 
top thereof, the other one of said plates being 
pivotally connected at the matching edge of said 
upper frame, near the bottom thereof, the outer 
edges of said plates being pivotally linked together, 
whereby upon the swinging of said upper frame, 
said plates are raised opened and straightened 
relative to each other to limit the movement of 
Said upper frame and to support a pillow adjacent 
and at an incline to, the seat portion of said dav enport. 

5. A folding arm for a davenport comprising, in 
combination, a lower frame having an opening at 
the top and erected at the end of the davenport, 
an upper frame having an opening at the bottom 
and which is hinged to said lower frame along a 
horizontal outside matching edge, whereby the 
Openings at the top and bottom of said frames, 
respectively, are in line when said frames are 
closed, and Said upper frame can be swung out 
and Over relative to said lower frame, a pair of 
Support plates located in the openings of said 
frames, one of said plates being pivotally con 
nected at the inner edge of said lower frame, 
near the top thereof, the other one of said plates 
being pivotally connected at the matching edge 
of Said upper frame, near the bottom thereof, the 
Outer edges of Said plates being pivotally linked 
together, whereby upon the swinging of said up 
per frame, Said plates are raised opened and 
Straightened relative to each other to limit the 
movement of said upper frame and to support a 
pillow adjacent and at an incline to, the seat por 
tion of Said davenport and a manually releasable 
latch for holding said frames in closed relation 
ship. 

ALBERT L. EWING. 
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