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(87) Abstract: A detection device (10) comprises: a sensor unit (11) that emits electromagnetic waves or sound waves
to an object (20) to be detected, and that receives electromagnetic waves or sound waves which have been reflected
by the object (20); a registration unit that registers, as reference data, information of a reference reception signal of the
electromagnetic waves or sound waves which have been reflected by the object (20) and received by the sensor unit (11)
when the object (20) is in a normal state; and a detection unit that detects change in the state of the object (20) on the
basis of the reference data and a reflection signal which is a reception signal of the electromagnetic waves or sound waves
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-2 and 4-11

Documents 1, 3, and 5-6 disclose a “detection device provided with: a sensor unit which emits electromagnetic
waves or sound waves to a target to be detected and receives the electromagnetic waves or the sound waves reflected
from the target; a registration unit which registers, as reference data, information about reference reception signals
of the electromagnetic waves or the sound waves reflected from the target and received by the sensor unit when the
target is in a normal state; and a detection unit which detects that a state of the target has changed, on the basis of
the reference data and reflection signals that are reception signals of the electromagnetic waves or the sound waves
reflected from the target.” Accordingly, claims 1 and 4-11 lack novelty in light of documents 1, 3, and 5-6, and thus
do not have a special technical feature.

However, claim 2 dependent on claim 1 has the special technical feature in which “the target is an instrument that
indicates measurement values by movement of a needle.” Therefore, claims 1-2 and 4-11 are classified as invention
1.

(Invention 2) Claim 3

Claim 3 dependent on claim 1 has the special technical feature in which “the target is wastewater stored in a
water tank.”

Accordingly, claim 3 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1.

Therefore, claim 3 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Also, claim 3 has the special technical feature in which “the target is wastewater stored in a water tank,” and is
thus classified as invention 2.
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